Beyond the Rules,
Beneath the Formulas
...INHIg Presence

@NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN CENTER THE HEART OF IT ALL
November 15, 2026 Pastor David Larosn | Turlock
Pastor Jeremy Moore | Patterson

BIG IDEA: God never intended for us to spend our lives simply working for Him, receiving from Him, or trying to earn
His approval. He created us to know Him, to enjoy His presence, and to walk through every season of life WITH Him.

1. His is my greatest

You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forever.
Psalm 16:11 (NLT)

Come close to God, and God will come close to you. James 4:8 (NLT)

2. His is my greatest

3. His is my greatest

We love each other because he loved us first. TJohn 4:19 (NLT)

Whom have | in heaven but you? | desire you more than anything on earth. My health may fail, and my spirit may
grow weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; he is mine forever.
Psalm 73:25-26 (NLT)
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BIG IDEA: Cod never intended for us to spend our lives simply working for Him, receiving from Him, or trying to
earn His approval. He created us to know Him, to enjoy His presence, and to walk through every season of life
WITH Him.

1. His PRESENCE is my greatest PURSUIT.

You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of your presence and the pleasures of living with you forev-
er. Psalm 16:11 (NLT)

Come close to God, and God will come close to you. James 4:8 (NLT)

2. His FAITHFULNESS is my greatest CONFIDENCE.

3. His LOVE is my greatest MOTIVATION.

We love each other because he loved us first. TJohn 4:19 (NLT)

Whom have | in heaven but you? | desire you more than anything on earth. My health may fail, and my spirit
may grow weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; he is mine forever.
Psalm 73:25-26 (NLT)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
November 15, 2026

CONNECT

1. What's one relationship in your life that has grown stronger simply because you've spent
intentional time together?

2. Looking back over the With God series, which of the five postures (Under, Over, From, For, or
With God) challenged you the most, and why?

ENGAGE

What does it practically look like to pursue God'’s presence rather than simply pursuing His
blessmgs7

4. What are some things that can unintentionally turn our relationship with God into a routine
rather than a relationship?

GROW

Read Psalm 73:25-26. What stands out to you about the psalmist’s desire for God above
everythmg else?

6. How can we remain confident in God’s faithfulness when our circumstances don’t turn out
the way we hoped?

7. Read John 6:67-69. What can Peter’s response teach us about following Jesus even when we
don’t understand everything?

8. How does knowing that God loved us first (1 John 4:19) change the motivation behind our
obedience and service?

9. What are some practical ways we can recognize and enjoy God'’s presence throughout an
ordinary day?

CHALLENGE

10. What's one distraction, expectation, or spiritual habit you may need to change to make more
room for genuine communion with God?

11. This week, what's one intentional step you'll take to move beyond simply doing things FOR
God and begin enjoying life WITH Him?



