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Introduction
Imagine stepping out your door and onto a trail that winds through the heart of Baldwin County — from 
bustling downtown Foley to the county seat of Bay Minette, connecting communities, neighbors, and 
generations along the way. That trail already exists in our imagination. Now it’s time to build it.

The old Louisville & Nashville Railroad once stitched Baldwin County together, carrying timber, crops, 
and settlers along a corridor that helped build the towns we call home. Today, that same corridor holds the 
promise of something new: a rail-trail that honors our past while investing boldly in our future.

Who We Are
The Trail Ahead is a project of the 2026 Class of Leadership Baldwin County, a group of community leaders 
committed to shaping the future of the county we love. We believe that a connected, walkable, bikeable 
Baldwin County is within reach — and that the old L&N rail corridor is key to making it happen.

We are building a broad coalition to make this trail a reality, bringing together organizations like the 
Baldwin County Trailblazers and municipal bike-pedestrian committees from across the county. We know 
that trails like this don’t get built by one person or one group — they get built by communities that decide, 
together, that the future is worth working for. We’d love for you to be part of ours.

The Design Plan
The old L&N railway bed crosses several municipalities and landscapes, from commercial corridors to 
farmland. This unified design plan is meant to serve as a blueprint for city and county government offices to 
utilize, creating a cohesive trail identity from start to finish and making it as easy as possible to build new 
sections of trail as resources become available.

We have identified six distinct trail types along the proposed route: wooded trail, back of business, 
street frontage, buffer zone, park zone, and scenic side trail. This design plan recommends building and 
landscaping standards for each zone, as well as pedestrian crossings, amenities, and trail surfaces.
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WOODED TRAIL - PLAN

NATURAL FOREST EDGE (VARIES)

NATURAL FOREST EDGE (VARIES)

NATURAL ZONE

NATURAL ZONE

TRAIL
TRAIL SHOULDER

5'-0"
10'-0"

5'-0"

30'-0"

30'-0"

WOODED TRAIL - SKETCH

KEY FEATURES

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

WD - WOODED TRAIL
WT – Wooded Trail

KEY FEATURES
10’ Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate
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KEY FEATURES

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

BB - BACK OF BUSINESS

BACK OF BUSINESS TRAIL - PLAN

OPEN GREEN SPACE WHERE POSSIBLE
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BB – Back of Business
KEY FEATURES
10’ Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate
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STREET FRONTAGE TRAIL - PLAN
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STREET FRONTAGE TRAIL - SECTION

VA
R
IE
S

8'
-0
"

M
IN

20
'-0

"

M
IN

BUSINESS ACCESS & PARKING
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KEY FEATURES

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

SF - STREET FRONTAGE
SF – Street Frontage

KEY FEATURES
10’ Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate
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PRIVATE PROPERTY BUFFER TRAIL - PLAN

LANDSCAP BUFFER

PRIVATE PROPERTY

PRIVATE PROPERTY BUFFER TRAIL - SECTION
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KEY FEATURES

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

BZ - BUFFER ZONE
PP – Private Property

KEY FEATURES
10’ Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate
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KEY FEATURES

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

PZ - PARK ZONE
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BENCHES

PARK ZONE TRAIL - PLAN

PZ – Park Zone
KEY FEATURES
10’ Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate
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SCENIC SIDE TRAIL - PLAN

NATURAL FEATURE TRAIL - SECTION

KEY FEATURES

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

SS - SCENIC SIDE TRAIL

5'
-0
"

10
'-
0"

5'
-0
"

LANDSCAPE OR NATURAL FOREST EDGE (VARIES)

TRAIL SHOULDER

NATURAL FOREST EDGE (VARIES)

NATURAL 
ZONE

MAIN TRAIL

SIDE TRAIL TO OVERLOOK 
OR DESTINATION 
(MARKER/BUILDING/ETC)

LOOP TRAIL THROUGH 
SCENIC OR SPECIAL AREA 
(WETLAND/BIRDING/ETC)
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SS – Scenic Side Trail
KEY FEATURES
10’ Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate
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PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGSPedestrian Crossings
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COMFORT, CONVENIECE AND WELLNESS

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

TRAIL AMENITIESTrail Amenities
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COMFORT, CONVENIECE AND WELLNESS

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

- 10' Wide Multi-Use Trail - Asphalt or Concrete Preferred, Well Packed Crushed Stone or Gravel Alternate 

TRAIL AMENITIESTrail Amenities
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KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
Trail SurfacesKEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
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KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES

Trail Surfaces
KEY REQUIREMENTS

TRAIL SURFACES
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TRAIL SURFACES
KEY REQUIREMENTS
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