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OVERYVIEW

Travel More.
Spend Less.

66

Credit card companies offer welcome bonuses in the form

of points or cash rewards to new users who meet specific Your credit

spending requirements. These offers provide an excellent cards can

opportunity to accumulate points quickly, which can then

be redeemed for travel. become one ﬂf
the most

By following a few simple rules, you can maintain a high WH’E{{H!’ travel

cradit score (or even enhance it) and travel more often

for less. tools you own.
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Your Path

to Points
and Places

A simple strategy can help you earn
valuable rewards and turn them

into unforgettable experiences.

01
SIGN UP FOR A CREDIT CARD

Choose a card that offers both a
welcome bonus and transferable points,

2
HIT THE MINIMUM SPEND

Use your card for everyday purchases
without alternng your bucget.

o
WAIT 90 DAYS, THEN REPEAT

Protect your credit score by spacing
out your applications.

()4
SPEND YOUR POINTS
AND TRAVEL THE WORLD

Earning points is the easy part;
deciding where to go and how

to use them is the fun challenge!
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The Best
Beginner Card

WHY | RECOMMEND STARTING HERE

If you're only going to open one travel credit card,
| recommend the Chase Sapphire Preferred® Card.
It's the perfect card to start your points journey.

FLEXIBLE POINTS ACCESS TO HYATT EASY TO USE ROOM TO GROW
_.r-'—:h —i
Esrm Chase Litimate Transber to World of Hyatt, Sampe B earn amd A, strong foundaton
Rewards® poants that wihere points often get you redetm—peeriect while that keeps your opteons
trarcsder to arfenes thee a0t wadue you'ne kearming open &3 you learn
aned ol thal FOspetrs. aned travee maore

@ Don’t worry if this isn't the right card for you. Later in this guide, I'll show you
how 1o choose the best card based on your goals and spending
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Understanding

Credit Scores

One of the biggest concerns people have
when considering this strategy is the
potential impact on their credit score.

However, understanding how credit

scores work can alleviate these concerns.

Credit card applications have a minor
effect on your credit score. By following
best practices—like setting up auto-pay,
paying on time, retaining your oldest
accounts, and spacing out applications—
you can maintain or even improve your

credit score.

700+

A STROMNG CREDIT SCORE
COMES FROM CONSISTENT
HABITS—NOT AVOIDING
CREDIT CARDS.

Ol FAY ON TIME
[]2 SET UP AUTO-PAY

03 KEEP OLD ACCOUNTS

04 SPACE APPLICATIONS

Payment history is the most
important factor in your score.

Automate payments 50 you never
miss a due date,

The age of your credit history
helps boost your score.,

spacing cut applications helps
minimize any short-térm impact,
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If you were

Annual Fees:
When They !re offered the chance

to lend someone

Wﬂrth It $100 and receive

3600 or more
Don‘t be afraid of annual fees. Think of it ike
this: if you were offered the chance to lend back "'i:,ﬁ{*r three
someone 5100 and receive $5600 or more
back after three months, would you accept? months, would
Many top credit cards with the best bonuses VO HI'.T.'I'.-".I'H?
come with an annual fee, but the benefits h 5 j
often far cutweigh the initial cost

These cards also can offer perks hike
complimentary night certificates at high-end
hotels, airport lounge access, and hotel status

WHAT YOUR FEE CAN UNLOCK

= =2 =

LUXyuRyY MOTIEL $TAYS AIRFORT LOUMNGE ACCESS HOTEL $TATUS
{darrygdlarasilary raghd Hadas wath forritoer ks Ergory WIP ke
e ates can often ofleet by, (reat food s St st oot
yiu drrusl b o 8 rplr e, el & Opuedrl Pl foge begaatait s ravwe
stary ot the workd s beat baoteh beplore yoma Flaght
Fhe right card turns everyday spending into clevated expericnoes
Choose wisely, amd the bencfits will always ouwrweigh the foe
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THE BASICS

Meeting the

Minimum Spend

A minimum spend is the amount you need

to charge on a credit card within a certain
time frame to qualify for the welcome bonus.

This requirement can usually be met by

paying for your everyday expenses like
groceries, gas, and utilities using your

credit card instead of a debit card.

Planning your card applications

around large upcoming expenses
can also help you meet these

p

mrirtimims without stress.

GROCERIES GAS UTILITIES PLANMNED EXPENSES
Stock up on everyday Fill up and keep Bills you're already Time your card applications
essentials and put your SArNING on every paying can help you arcund large upcoming
card to work. trip you take, earn big rewards. purchases or trips.
R - - |
ns A little planning today can lead to unforgettable memories tomorrow.
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THE BASICS

The 5/24
Rule 2

Chase, one of the most popular issuers

of travel rewards cards, has a rule
known as 5/24,

This means if you've opened five or

more personal credit cards from any

bank in the past 24 months, you won't

qualify for a new Chase card.

WHAT IT MEANS:

If you've opened 5 or more personal credit
00N cards in the past 24 months, you'll be
e

declined for most Chase credit cards.

W Since Chase offers some of the best travel rewards cards,
. it's essential to plan your applications carefully to avoid
disqualifying yourself from these valuable cards.
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SMART STRATEGIES

The Power
of Player 2

If you have a partner or spouse,
you can maximize your points by
having them sign up for their
own cards.

This strategy allows both of you
to earn multiple welcome offers,

essentially doubling your points.

You can also refer your partner
to credit cards, earning referral
bonuses in addition to the
welcome offer points.

56

| Travel is always better
together, especially when

| it earns you twice the points. j’
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BUSINESS CARDS

Not Just for
Businesses

Many pecple are surprised to learn that they
can qualify for a business credit card, even
without owning a traditional business.

Whether you're selling items on Facebook
Marketplace, offering piano lessons, or
babysitting, if you have any side hustle that
generates income, you can apply for a
business card.

Business cards can be a valuahle addition
to yvour strategy, especially if you've hit the

5/24 limit on personal cards.

WHO QUALIFIES?

Selling on Facebook Marketplace
Freelancing

Tutoring

Babysitting

Phaotography

Etsy shop

Content creation

Consulting

You don't meed a traditional isiness.
Any legitinmate side income may
quelify you for @ business credit card,
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Staying
Organized

Managing multiple cards might sound daunting,

but with the right tools, it's manageable

and even enjoyable

APPS LIKE TRAVEL FREELY
help you track your card sign-ups, 5/24 status,
annual fees, and minimum spend deadlines.

YOU DON'T NEED TO S5TORE

sensitive information like your card numbers.

FOR A MORE COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW
of your hinancial transactions, platforms like
Monarch Money allow you to monitor charges
and exponies, makng it ¢asier 10 stay on

top of everything

By following a few
simple rules, you can
maintain a high credit
score (or even enhance it)

and travel more often

for less.
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Your goals
deserve more
than wishful
thinking,

e

~ Make Hzemﬁ
- memorable.” s

rrrrr

bE
By following these

9 strategies, you can
@

afford to take your

Sfamily on vacations
This strategy is only for those committed to
treating their credit card like a debit card—
paying off the balance in full every month.

anvwhere in the world.

With careful planning and smart

If you're paying interest, you're not really use of credit card rewards, your
getting a free vacation, so always stay within dream trips are within reach.

your budget! Maintaining a credit score of 700 READY TO START
or higher is the goal so you can continue to be YOUR JOURNEY?

approved for new cards and bonuses,

Lels go-
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