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Thank you 
so much for 

downloading our 
guide for creating 

a functional 
kitchen for your 
rental. We’re so 

happy you’re here!

- Ali & Ravyn
Library of Stays



Our Kitchen Philosophy

Guests should never feel like they are rationing dishes or waiting to reuse 
items. These recommendations focus on how guests actually use kitchens 

during short stays, long weekends, holidays, and celebrations.

Studios should be stocked at approximately two times max occupancy due 
to limited storage and higher turnover friction. One bedroom and larger 
homes should generally be stocked at approximately one and a half times 

max occupancy, rounding up where it makes sense for real use. 
 

Abundance should feel calm, not cluttered.

THE KITCHEN SHOULD FEEL READY, 
INTUITIVE, AND GENEROUS.



Outdoor 
Dining 

Considerations
If the property includes an outdoor 

dining or patio space, consider a second 
set of durable serve ware that matches 

the indoor kitchen. A melamine set 
allows guests to move easily between 
indoor and outdoor dining without 

changing the experience or managing 
two completely different systems. 

We recommend the Aspen line from 
Crate & Barrel for indoor and outdoor 
use (ceramic for indoor and malamine 

for outdoor). The product line has been 
around season after season, which 

means replacements are easy to source 
in case loss or breakage. The line layers 

well with neutral kitchens, and feels 
intentional rather than utilitarian. 

Visit our site for our curated essentials:
www.libraryofstays.com/links

https://libraryofstays.com/links
https://libraryofstays.com/links


Guest Use Considerations

For these properties, certain kitchen 
items move from nice to have to 
essential. Plastic wrap, foil, and 
resealable bags should be considered 
baseline necessities. Guests use them 
daily for leftovers, prep, and shared 
meals, and their absence is often 
noticed. Be sure everything has a place. 
Keep holiday/seasonal in neatly labeled 
bins in the storage area. For homes that 
attract holiday stays or longer visits, 
extended baking and cooking tools are 
also part of a functional kitchen. Mixing 
bowls, baking dishes, sheet pans, and 
adequate serving pieces support how 

guests actually use the space. A roasting 
pan, specialty bake ware, or additional 
serving platters can be considered 
thoughtful enhancements when space 
allows. These items are not required, 
but they are often appreciated for 
holiday meals and group gatherings. 
Remember: your rental is not a storage 
unit for house overflow. As always, 
additions should feel intentional and 
aligned with the space. The goal is not 
to anticipate every possible scenario, 
but to support real use and shared 
moments without creating clutter.

MANY GUESTS BOOK VACATION RENTALS FOR 
BIRTHDAYS, HOLIDAYS, AND LONGER STAYS 

WHERE THEY PLAN TO COOK REAL MEALS AND 
SPEND MEANINGFUL TIME TOGETHER.



Printable Checklists

Looking for our favorite products? We’ve created a 
curated list of our household favorites from the shops we 
love and use. Please visit our website to shop the goods: 

www.libraryofstays.com/links.

THE FOLLOWING PAGES TAKE 
AWAY THE GUESSWORK FOR 

STOCKING YOUR KITCHEN

http://www.libraryofstays.com/links


Kitchen Essentials
FOR ALL HOMES:

Baking Dishes 

Blender

Can Opener

Cheese Grater

Coffee Mugs

Coffee Maker

Colander

Cooking Tools

	 Ladle

	 Spatula

	 Spoon

	 Tongs

	 Silicone Spatula

	 Whisk

Cookware Set

Cookie Sheets

Cutting Boards (2 min.)

Dish Drainer

Food Storage Containers

Glassware

Ice Cube Trays (if no ice maker)

Kettle

Knife Set

Measuring Spoons & Cups

Mixing Bowls

Paper Towel Holder

Plastic Ware for Outdoor Use

Potato Peeler

Pizza Cutter

Pizza Pan for Oven

Toaster

Salt & Pepper Shakers

Scissors

Serving Platters and Bowls

Wine key

FOR HOMES WITH AMPLE STORAGE:

Cake Pan

Juice Pitcher

Roasting pan

Champagne Flutes

Martini Glasses

Cocktail Shaker

Appetizer Plates



Studio

Place Settings for Four

	 Dinner Plates 

	 Side Plates

	 Bowls

Water Glasses for Four

Wine Glasses for Four

Coffee Mugs for Four

Flatware for Four

MAX OCCUPANCY: 2

ESSENTIAL BASIC ITEMS:



One Bedroom

Place Settings for Six

	 Dinner Plates 

	 Side Plates

	 Bowls

Water Glasses for Six

Wine Glasses for Six

Coffee Mugs for Six

Flatware for Six

MAX OCCUPANCY: 4

ESSENTIAL BASIC ITEMS:



Two Bedroom

Place Settings for Eight

	 Dinner Plates 

	 Side Plates

	 Bowls

Water Glasses for Eight

Wine Glasses for Eight

Coffee Mugs for Eight

Flatware for Eight

MAX OCCUPANCY: 6

ESSENTIAL BASIC ITEMS:



Three Bedroom

Place Settings for Twelve

	 Dinner Plates 

	 Side Plates

	 Bowls

Water Glasses for Twelve

Wine Glasses for Twelve

Coffee Mugs for Twelve

Flatware for Twelve

MAX OCCUPANCY: 8

ESSENTIAL BASIC ITEMS:



Four Plus Bedroom

Place Settings for 1.5x Occupancy

	 Dinner Plates 

	 Side Plates

	 Bowls

Water Glasses for 1.5x Occupancy

Wine Glasses for 1.5x Occupancy

Coffee Mugs for 1.5x Occupancy

Flatware for 1.5x Occupancy

Plan for approximately one and a half times max 
occupancy across all everyday kitchen items.



www.libraryofstays.com/links

Ready to Stock 
Your Kitchen?

Whether you’re stocking your rental 
property from scratch or looking to update 

a rental experience, we’ve got you! 

We wanted a place where you can find 
all of our home faves, from kitchen goods 
to comfort items to fun extras we love to 
see in rentals! Consider this your go-to 
resource for all things Library of Stays.

http://www.libraryofstays.com/links
https://libraryofstays.com/links


A curated collection of design-forward brand 
concepts for short-term rentals ready to 

stand out, book faster, and be remembered.

TURN YOUR RENTAL INTO A STAY 
PEOPLE SEARCH FOR BY NAME

THE BRAND SHELF

VISIT OUR SITE TO LEARN MORE:
WWW.LIBRARYOFSTAYS.COM

https://libraryofstays.com/the-brand-shelf-refined
https://libraryofstays.com/the-brand-shelf-refined


Library of Stays styling and amenity recommendations are intended solely 
to enhance the visual appeal and guest experience of each property. These 
recommendations do not include, and should not be interpreted as, safety 

guidance or regulatory compliance advice. Property owners are solely responsible 
for ensuring that their property meets all applicable health, safety, and accessibility 
requirements, including but not limited to fire detection, pool safety, childproofing, 

structural integrity, and code compliance under local, county, state, and federal 
regulations. Library of Stays is not responsible for identifying or addressing safety 
hazards and shall not be held liable for any injury, damage, or loss arising from the 

implementation or omission of safety measures. 
 

Any questions? Please contact: libraryofstays@gmail.com

Thank you so much for reviewing our 
kitchen guide. Visit our site for our full 

collection of guides tailored for STR owners.

A NOTE ON SAFETY:

WWW.LIBRARYOFSTAYS.COM

https://libraryofstays.com/

