“Together” - Week 1 IIIII
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Summary - "Together"

This week we opened our “Together” series, which is rooted in Acts 2:42-47. However, week one
doesn't start at Acts 2:42. It rewinds to the beginning of the story, because we can't understand what
the early church looked like until we see how it was born. In Acts 1:8, Jesus promised that every one of
His followers — not a select few — would receive the power of the Holy Spirit and become His
witnesses. There are no first-class Christians and no back-row Christians in the early church and there
aren’t today either. Every believer receives the same Spirit and the same purpose, and that power
was never meant to be lived out alone. In chapter 2, at Pentecost, the Spirit came and Peter stood up
to preach. His message was not soft. He told the crowd that the Jesus they crucified had been handed
over according to God's perfect plan, and that death could not hold Him. The listeners were cut to
the heart and asked the question every honest heart eventually asks: "What shall we do?" Peter's
answer was simple — repent and be baptized (believe!). About three thousand people responded that
day, and what followed was not a moment but a movement. Acts 2:42-47 shows us that movement up
close: people devoted to God's Word, to one another, to the table, and to prayer. Over the next three
weeks, this series will explore what it means to be together in Christ, together in life, and together on
mission. The invitation this week is to take one step — toward Jesus, toward connection, or toward
service — because what we look like when we leave the room matters as much as what we look like

when we're in it.

Scripture - Acts 2:42-47 (ESV)

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' ’reoching and the fellowship, to the breoking of
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Definition: “Together”

The idea of “together in Acts 2 has multiple meanings. Yes there is “together in one place” (epi to
auto in vs. 44, 47), but there is also together in one accord or in mind (homothumadon vs 46) as well
as the overarching idea of being together; in common or shared (koinénia vs. 42, 44). As these all
build through 42-47 we see that “together” is ultimately tied to being of one heart and mind in

whatever place we are at. As believers we should be doing life together.



Daily Reflection Questions (Use T.R.U.T.H. below)

DAY 1| ACTS 1:8 — POWER AND PURPOSE FOR EVERY FOLLOWER. Before Pentecost ever happened,
Jesus made a promise to all of His followers, not a chosen few: the Spirit would come, and they would be His
witnesses. Jesus says, "you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you." Where in your life do
you tend to act as if that power belongs to pastors and "up-front" people more than to you?

DAY 2 |_ ACTS 2:36-41 — CUT TO THE HEART. This is the turning point of Peter's sermon, and the passage
that sets up this week's text. Peter doesn't soften the truth, the crowd is pierced by it, and three thousand
people respond with repentance and baptism. The crowd was "cut to the heart" and asked, "Brothers, what
shall we do?" When was the last time God's Word moved past your head and pierced your heart — and what
did you do next?

DAY 3 | ACTS 4:32-35 — ONE HEART AND SOUL. Two chapters later, Luke gives another snapshot of the

same church described in Acts 2. Their unity went deeper than attendance — it showed up in how they

treated their possessions and each other's needs. Luke says the believers "were of one heart and soul." What
is the difference between a church that meets together and a church that is truly of one heart — and which
describes your experience right now?

DAY 4 | HEBREWS 10:23-25 — DON'T DRIFT INTO ISOLATION. Verse 25 warns against "neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some." Drifting rarely feels like a decision. Where do you see a slow drift in
your own habits — Sunday worship, small group, or time with other believers?

DAY 5 |_1 PETER 4:8-11 — STEWARDS OF GOD'S GRACE. Peter — the same man who preached at
Pentecost — writes years later to scattered believers about how to live together. Love, hospitality, and service
are how the church stewards the grace God has given. Peter says, "Show hospitality to one another without
grumbling." The early church broke bread "in their homes." When did you last open your home or table to
someone outside your family — and who could you invite next?

Daily Real Time with God (T.R.U.T.H)

T TALK TO GOD IN PRAYER- Start by asking God to help

you understand the text and prepare your heart.

R READ THE BIBLICAL TEXT- Read the intial text, then TOO]S for Further Study

read it again to look for key words and context clarity. « https//www.blueletterbible.org/
U UNDERSTAND THE TEXT - Explore who wrote the book « https://www.bibleref.com/

and their audience, examine verses around the text, or « https://www.gotquestions.org/
look up key words to better understand their meaning. Ask ) )
questions like: Is there a sin to avoid? A promise to claim? « https://answersingenesis.org/answers/

A command to obey? What does it teach about God? « https://gospelcoach.ai/

T THINK ABOUT AND APPLY THE TEXT- How does this + https://carm.org/
verse change the way you live? Is there an application or
choice you need to make to live or think differently?

JH HONOR GOD IN PRAYER- Pray through God's Honor/Adoration, God's Kingdom/Surrender, God's
Provision/Gratitude, God's Forgiveness/Confession, and God's Power/Protection (see Matthew 6:5-15).



Key Thoughts

The Front Row of Ministry,
The sermon opened in the hallways on a Wednesday night — the "beautiful chaos" of AWANA,

where adults and students serve children week after week. Seeing that work up close was a

reminder that God is actively moving through ordinary people who simply show up and serve.

Last Sunday included a prayer for 50 more volunteers by January 1, 2027, and already 12 people

have signed up for RF101 and several have reached out to serve.

But people are at different places on the journey, so the sermon offered three different next steps:
« Connect Conversation — have a spiritual conversation with a staff member, ask questions, or let
someone pray with you.
« RF101 — make Rich Fork your church home and learn what membership mean:s.

« Make Disciples — for members ready for a nudge to serve (richfork.com/makedisciples).

No First-Class Christians

On a return flight from a mission trip to Guinea-Bissau, a surprise upgrade meant a first-class seat

— a flat bed, two meals, and a six-hour nap — while three travel companions were squeezed into the
back row, where one of them never even got food. Being rested and full didn't feel like much to

celebrate after seeing what they'd been through.

“One of the most beautiful realities in scripture is that there are no classes of Jesus followers.” —

Pastor Michael Bowers

Jesus didn't hand out the Spirit by percentages. In Acts 1:8, He promised that every follower would
receive power and every follower would be His witness. Some serve up front and some serve behind
the scenes, but no one is less powerful or less purposeful. And that power was never meant for

isolation — it was meant to connect us to the body.

Together Is the Heart of Acts

When Pentecost arrived, the believers "were all together in one place" (Acts 2:1). In Luke's telling,
together means more than sharing a room. It means being knit together in mind and heart. That
isn't a side theme of Acts; it's the heart of the book. The early church grew in faith and grew in

impact — together.



Key Thoughts

A Sermon That Cut to the Heart

Before we can understand Acts 2:42-47, we need Peter's sermon in verses 14-41. He explained that

the Spirit had come as the Old Testament promised, and then he preached Jesus. Notice four
things:
« Jesus was credible. God attested to Him through mighty works, wonders, and signs (v. 22).
+ The message was not soft. Peter told the crowd that they had crucified Jesus.
o The cross was not Plan B. Jesus was delivered up "according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God" (v. 23). God was not caught off guard by human sin.
« Death could not hold Him. God raised Jesus up, "because it was not possible for him to be held
by it" (v. 24).

It isn't popular today to say, "You have sinned." But it's true of every one of us — and it's not the

end of the story.

You have sinned. | have sinned. There is hope! Hope has a name. Jesus. — Pastor Michael Bowers

"What Shall We Do?"
When the crowd heard Peter, they were cut to the heart — pierced at the deepest level. Peter didn't
lighten the moment with a joke. He let the truth land. And they asked the right question: "Brothers,

what shall we do?" Peter's answer was not complicated: repent and be baptized (believe!) (v. 38).

« Repent means to turn from one direction toward a new one — a change of direction in life, not
just a change of attitude.
« It means turning away from a sinful, godless way of life and choosing to obediently follow Jesus

and His teaching.
About three thousand people responded that day (v. 41).
“This was not simply a moment in history; this was a movement.” — Pastor Michael Bowers
Vital Signs of Being Together
Luke follows the Pentecost story with a snapshot of how the new church lived (Acts 2:42-47). The

question isn't how many programs we can run — it's what it looks like to grow together as the body

of Christ, of the same mind.




Key Thoughts

Over the next three weeks, the series will look at being:
o Together in Christ — their most important identity wasn't work or family, but Christ.
« Together in Life — their compassion left a visible mark on their communities.

« Together on Mission — they grew in Christ in order to lead others to Christ. Not a holy huddle.

The New Testament's "one another" commands show how this looked day to day:
+ We are one body in Christ and members of one another (Rom. 12:5).
« Serve one another through love (Gal. 5:13).
« Carry one another's burdens (Gal. 6:2).
« Watch out for one another to provoke love and good works (Heb. 10:24).

Who knows you well enough to carry a burden with you — and whose burden are you helping carry?

Who knows you well enough to rejoice or weep with you?

What We Look Like When We Don't Gather

“What's more important than when we gather together? It's what we look like when we don't” —

Pastor Michael Bowers

The early church's devotion to God's Word, fellowship, prayer, and care for one another didn't stay
in the meeting — it shaped how they lived every day. We don't have to wait three weeks to take a

step.

Choose one step this week:
o If God has cut you to the heart, respond to Jesus. Believe! Repent, trust Him, and talk with
someone about following Him in baptism.
 If you've been attending but haven't connected, take a Connect Conversation or sign up for
RF10L1.
o If you're part of this church family and sense it's time to serve, explore the Make Disciples page

and let someone help you find your place.

Then ask yourself: Who can | encourage, care for, or serve when we're no longer in the room

together?



G.R.A.C.E Questions

ICE BREAKER: What's the best "upgrade" you've ever lucked into — or the worst "back row" experience

you've ever survived? (We all have the “upgraded” life giving power of the Holy Spirit and as Christians

none of us should be living as "back row believers”)

G — GIVE YOUR LIFE TO CHRIST - Surrender, both initially and daily,
« Peter didn't soften it: "this Jesus whom you crucified." Why do you think it's so hard for people today

to hear "you have sinned"? When was the last time God's Word cut to your heart instead of just
informing your head?

« The sermon defined repentance as a change of direction, not just a change of attitude. Is there an
area where you've felt sorry but haven't actually turned? What would that turn look like this week —

at home with your family or at work?

R — REAL TIME WITH GOD - Bible reading, prayer, scripture memory, journaling

« If someone watched your last seven days, what would they say you are devoted to? Where do

Scripture and prayer realistically fit in your current routine — and where could they fit?

« "The prayers" in verse 42 were shared prayers. When did you last pray with someone — your spouse,
a child, a friend, a small group member — rather than only for them? What keeps that from
happening more often?

A — ACT IN OBEDIENCE - Following_through on what God is teaching
o Of the three next steps shared Sunday (Connect Convo, RF 101, Make Disciples), which one is yours?

Be honest about what has kept you from taking it so far — busyness, uncertainty, or worry that you'll
be asked for too much?

« Acts 1:8 promises power to every believer, with no back row. Do you ever quietly see yourself as a
"back-row Christian"? How has that belief affected whether you serve?

C — COMMIT TO COMMUNITY - Accountability, discipleship, doing_life together
« The sermon asked: Who knows you well enough to carry a burden with you — and whose burden are
you helping carry? Answer with actual names if you can. If the list is short, what does that tell you?
e The early church met "day by day" and broke bread "in their homes," not just at the temple. Who

from your small group or Sunday School class could you invite to your table in the next two weeks?

E — ENGAGE YOUR WORLD - Stewardship of your life, influence, and mission

o The believers' compassion was noticeable to the people around them. What would your neighbors or

coworkers say is different about the way you treat people? What would you want them to say?

« Verse 45 says they shared "as any had need." Is there a specific need you already know about — a
neighbor, coworker, or someone in your extended family — that you or your group could help meet
this month?

‘What's more important than when we gather together? It's what we look like when we don't.
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