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** More resources will be added in the future including a Reading
Round Up Video to briefly explain every video on this list and
possibly even some thematic coloring sheets. 
As always, please email me with any title requests 
or questions. (wordnerd@amandazieba.com) 

How to Use This Resource
1.  Choose a title from the animal main character list.
2.  Scan the QR code to play the read-aloud video.
3.  Students complete the response sheet while listening.
4.  Students vote: Would you keep reading?
5. Display the book cover poster to build classroom book buzz.

Classroom Use Ideas Quick List:
First Chapter Friday
Sub plans
Book tasting stations
Library preview lessons
Early finisher reading activities

THIS RESOURCE
In this resource you will find a curated list of books about moving as

well as a variety of accompanying materials. 

HAPPY READING!

To check the reading level,
video length or to find a book
purchasing link, look at this

Google Doc that organizes ALL
of my First Chapter Friday read

aloud videos alphabetically. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZbajyYFfqmIy5vPfusjTiNTEiyll_yOeBpfmrbltzQM/edit?usp=sharing
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an app from Amanda Zieba
Word Nerd DailyWord Nerd DailyWord Nerd Daily
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Not sure how First Chapter Friday works? 
Check out this video for a full explanation and 4 implementation ideas.

If you prefer a written description in lieu of a video, click here.

Click here for a live, continually updated, Google Doc of the First
Chapter Friday videos on my channel. Additionally you will find links to
purchase the books and watch the read aloud videos, as well as book
reading levels, genre/format, video length and more!

All my best,
Amanda Zieba 

FIRST CHAPTERFIRST CHAPTER
Friday Videos

www.amandazieba.com

Teachers Pay Teachers: The Word Nerd 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOqwl_z20o?sub_confirmation=1
https://amandazieba.com/blog/what-is-first-chapter-friday
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZbajyYFfqmIy5vPfusjTiNTEiyll_yOeBpfmrbltzQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOqwl_z20o?sub_confirmation=1


DATE TITLE AUTHOR GENRE
STUDENT
REACTION?

Fr i d a yCHAPTERFirs t

Created by Amanda Zieba, The Word Nerd

Teacher Planning Sheet



Every time you finish a book, write its title in the square.
To win, fill up the entire game board! 

Addtional Directions
If you loved a book, color the square green.
If you disliked the book, color the square red.

 Reading Game Board

Name: _________________________
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Absolutely Truly
      by Heather Vogel Frederick

Amari and the Night Brothers 
      by B.B. Alston

Free Throws, Friendship and Other Things We Fouled Up 
      by Jenn Bishop

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 
      by J.K. Rowling

Haven
      by Valerie Biel

New Kid 
       by Jerry Craft

The Night Diary 
       by Veera Hirinandani

Nowhere Boy 
      by Katherine Marsh

Parachute Kids
      by Betty C. Tang

The War That Saved My Life
       by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

The Wrong Way Home
     by Kate O’Shaughnessy

MOVING
WNC BOOK LIST

to a new school/town/country

https://youtu.be/MOWrilXSjtc
https://youtu.be/Bw0BXsUEbyw
https://youtu.be/Bw0BXsUEbyw
https://youtu.be/Id_MLlfBKOE
https://youtu.be/Id_MLlfBKOE
https://youtu.be/0TAf_SfzqHM
https://youtu.be/0TAf_SfzqHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34dTIgXuS8Y
https://youtu.be/PelyCNOcznw
https://youtu.be/PelyCNOcznw
https://youtu.be/r1NmFWqtnEk
https://youtu.be/r1NmFWqtnEk
https://youtu.be/9L4F6daEZzc
https://youtu.be/9L4F6daEZzc
https://youtu.be/OXBNxw6MhSM
https://youtu.be/9t0XqLCmjNA
https://youtu.be/FqdOsqHbAdE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34dTIgXuS8Y


FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

INDIVIDUAL
BOOK SHEETS



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Absolutely Truly

 by Heather Vogel Frederick 

        AR Reading Level: 5.4                            Lexile Level: 790L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Now that Truly Lovejoy’s father has
been injured by an IED in Afghanistan
and is having trouble finding work back
home, the family moves from Texas to
tiny Pumpkin Falls, New Hampshire, to
take over Lovejoy’s Books, a struggling
bookstore that’s been in the family for
one hundred years.

With two older brothers and two
younger sisters clamoring for attention,
her mother back in school, and everyone
up to their eyebrows trying to keep
Lovejoy’s Books afloat, Truly feels
more overlooked than usual. So she
pours herself into uncovering the
mystery of an undelivered letter she
finds stuck in a valuable autographed
first edition of Charlotte’s Web, which
subsequently goes missing from the
bookshop. What’s inside the envelope
leads Truly and her new Pumpkin Falls
friends on a madcap treasure hunt
around town, chasing clues that could
spell danger.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Before Heather became a writer, She was a
reader—and still is. She was born in
Peterborough, New Hampshire, into a family of
bookworms, and spent most of her childhood holed
up in the library or in my bedroom, reading. Her
father was a teacher and principal and read to
her and her sisters a lot. Her favorite part was
when he acted the stories out and did fabulous
voices. Heather always loved writing and did a lot
of it as a child. After college, she wrote for a lot
of newspapers and print publications including The
New York Times, Publisher’s Weekly, The Christian
Science Monitor and Family Life. Heather’s  first
novel, The Voyage of Patience Goodspeed, was
published in 2002, and she has been writing books
ever since. Today, after spending more than 20
happy years in the Pacific Northwest and close to
another decade in Boston, she and her husband
have embarked on a new adventure, living in
Europe. Portugal, to be exact! They love their

Read Aloud Video

 little medieval city,
with its castle ruins
and charming gardens
and weekly open-air
market. Our city
apartment may not
look like that English
cottage of her
childhood, but it’s
peaceful and full of
light — just right for
a writer!



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.9                        Lexile Level: unavailable

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 

 *
 F

I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
 

Name Date

Amari Peters has never stopped believing her
missing brother, Quinton, is alive. Not even
when the police told her otherwise, or when
she got in trouble for standing up to bullies
who said he was gone for good. So when she
finds a ticking briefcase in his closet,
containing a nomination for a summer tryout
at the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs, she’s
certain the secretive organization holds the
key to locating Quinton—if only she can wrap
her head around the idea of magicians,
fairies, aliens, and other supernatural
creatures all being real. Now she must
compete for a spot against kids who’ve known
about magic their whole lives. No matter how
hard she tries, Amari can’t seem to escape
their intense doubt and scrutiny—especially
once her supernaturally enhanced talent is
deemed “illegal.” With an evil magician
threatening the supernatural world, and her
own classmates thinking she’s an enemy,
Amari has never felt more alone. But if she
doesn’t stick it out and pass the tryouts, she
may never find out what happened to
Quinton.

Plus don't miss the thrilling sequel, Amari and
the Great Game!

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

I'm a huge fan of the Men In Black movie,
especially Will Smith. And one day I was
watching it and I kind of had the idea of
like, what if it wasn't just aliens that
lived among us? What if it was all the
things we consider myths and legends
that are real and they lived among us?
How would the Agency be different? And
then the 2nd part came. I  had the
question, what if a kid like me, like I was
when I was growing up, a Black kid from
modest means, got to go to a place like
Hogwarts? And then it was just kind of a
merge of those two ideas. fun. I live in
South Carolina and when I'm not writing, 

WHAT I THINK

Amari and the Night Brothers 

by B.B. Alston

I can be found
eating too
many sweets
and exploring
country roads
to see where
they lead. Visit
his website at
www.bbalston.c
om 

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

    AR Reading Level: Unavailable              Lexile Level: Unavailable 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO
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Name Date

Cincinnati, Ohio, lives and dies by college
basketball, with two elite Division I rivals
separated by a mere three miles. Rory’s dad just
secured a new coaching gig at the University of
Cincinnati, so it means yet another school and
move for her, only this time to her dad’s
hometown. Rory’s life revolves around
basketball; she’s never had a close friend outside
of it. Could this be a chance for a fresh start?
Abby has always lived in Cincinnati, where her
dad grew up playing ball and now coaches at
Xavier University. But Abby has recently
retreated from basketball after a frustrating
season that left her confidence in shambles. This
year, she finds herself on the outside looking in
when it comes to her former teammates, and she
could seriously use a new friend. The coaches'
daughters connect over their shared love of the
game when Abby chaperones Rory on her first
day of school. But when Abby’s dad practically
forbids their friendship because of something
that happened between him and Rory’s dad when
they were younger, Abby and Rory have no
choice but to move their budding friendship
underground.

Can the two of them get to the bottom of what
went down between their dads in the 1990s
before history repeats itself?

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Jenn grew up in a small Massachusetts
town and loved playing sports and being
outdoors. She also enjoyed reading and
writing. The first book she wrote as a child
was about her pet rock, named Christy!
She loved writing so much, that she went
to college (in Chicago) to learn all about
books and became a librarian. Her love of
books led her to wanting to write them, so
she went  back to school to earn an MFA
(Master in Fine Arts) at a famous school
called The Vermont College of Fine Arts.
Shortly after graduating her published her
first book, The Distance to Home (2016)
and hasn’t stopped. Free Throws,
Friendship and Other Things we 

Fouled Up is her 5th
book. Jenn
currently lives in
Cincinnati. When she
isn’t writing, she
likes running,
gardening, hanging
out with her
husband (and cat!)
and cheering for her
fav basketball team!

Photo credit: Kate L Photography

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 

Free Throws, Friendship, and

Other Things We Fouled Up

by Jenn Bishop

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 5.5       Lexile Level: 880L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Harry Potter has never been the star
of a Quidditch team, scoring points while
riding a broom far above the ground. He
knows no spells, has never helped to
hatch a dragon, and has never worn a
cloak of invisibility. All he knows is a
miserable life with the Dursleys, his
horrible aunt and uncle, and their
abominable son, Dudley - a great big
swollen spoiled bully. Harry's room is a
tiny closet at the foot of the stairs,
and he hasn't had a birthday party in
eleven years. But all that is about to
change when a mysterious letter arrives
by owl messenger: a letter with an
invitation to an incredible place that
Harry - and anyone who reads about him
- will find unforgettable. 

This is the first book in the Harry
Potter series.

In England, where the book was first
published, the book is called Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

Joanne Rowling was born on 31st July
1965 in England. The young Jo grew up
surrounded by books. “I lived for
books,’’ she has said. “I was your basic
common-or-garden bookworm,
complete with freckles and glasses." Jo
wanted to be a writer from an early
age. She wrote her first book at the
age of six – a story about a rabbit,
called ‘Rabbit’. At just eleven, she
wrote her first novel – about seven
cursed diamonds and the people who
owned them. J.K. first had the idea for

WHAT I THINK

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

by J.K. Rowling

Harry
Potter
while riding
on a train.
It took her
five years
to write
the first
book. She
was also a
teacher at
that time!

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Valerie Biel writes books for middle
grade to adult audiences--stories
inspired by her travels and her
insatiable curiosity. She helps other
authors with their book promotion and
marketing and frequently teaches
writing workshops and independent
publishing classes to students of all
ages. When Valerie's away from the
computer, you might find her wrangling
her overgrown garden, reading
everything she can get her hands on, or
traveling the world--often on trips for
the charity she runs with her husband,
The World Orphan Fund. Once upon a
time, she graduated from the
University of Wisconsin with degrees in
journalism and political science. She 
                         lives with her husband
                           on a (tiny) portion of 
                              her family's century-
                                old farm in rural 
                                Wisconsin, but 
                               regularly dreams of 
                              finding a cozy 
                            cottage on the Irish
coast where she can write and write.

    AR Reading Level: N/A                         Lexile Level: N/A 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO
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Taking only what they can quickly pack, 11-
year-old Mardella Houston and her mom
secretly move away from her abusive, drug-
dealing father to start a fresh life in the
one-stoplight town of Haven, Minnesota. But
Mardella’s sure she’s to blame—if only she
hadn’t dialed 911, none of this would be
happening. Her dad wouldn’t be in jail, her
mom would still have her old job, Mardella
would still have friends, and they wouldn’t be
starting over. She knows she should be
grateful that her mom’s new job at Rest
Haven Senior Living gives them a place to
live—but the over-age-65 residence is a
boring, run-down, funny smelling place. Even
so, Mardella volunteers to make their new
home as cheerful as possible. Through these
colorful projects, she is surprised that she
soon has new friends—of all ages. But when
her father gets out of jail, angry and
determined to find them, Mardella realizes
she’s made another terrible mistake—one
that might destroy her chance at a new,
happy life. This time it’s up to her to fix
everything and keep her mom and new friends
safe. This moving middle grade novel
sensitively addresses a tough topic through
the eyes of a preteen.  (Ages 9+)

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 

Haven

by Valerie Biel

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

New Kid

by Jerry Craft

Includes 
Author 
Interview!

AR Reading Level: 2.9                  Lexile Level: 320L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

New Kid is a timely, honest graphic novel
about starting over at a new school where
diversity is low and the struggle to fit in is
real, from award-winning author-illustrator
Jerry Craft. 

Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing
more than drawing cartoons about his life.
But instead of sending him to the art school
of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a
prestigious private school known for its
academics, where Jordan is one of the few
kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes
the daily trip from his Washington Heights
apartment to the upscale Riverdale
Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds
himself torn between two worlds—and not
really fitting into either one. Can Jordan
learn to navigate his new school culture
while keeping his neighborhood friends and
staying true to himself?

This middle grade graphic novel is an
excellent choice for tween readers, including
for summer reading. Winner of the Newbery
Medal, Coretta Scott King Author Award,
and Kirkus Pri

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

As a kid, Jerry did not like to read, but as
he got older, he felt that the lack of
books with characters who looked and
acted like him and his friends, was probably
the biggest reason. So he decided to make
the books he wished he had when he was a
kid. Jerry always loved drawing. A lot of
what readers read and see in New Kid is
built off the experiences of Jerry's life
(and of his sons too!). Jerry says he feels
honored to represent his community
through his stories. "No ONE character is
always right, nor are they always wrong.
And I feel like that’s important for both
kids AND adults to see." Jerry said he had
a blast creating this book. Jerry lives 

with his family in
Connecticut. He is
excited about the
newest book in this
series, School Trip
to come out in
2023. You can learn
more about Jerry
at his website:
https://jerrycraft.
com/faq/ 

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.5                       Lexile Level: 700L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box. 
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Name Date

It's 1947, and India, newly independent of
British rule, has been separated into two
countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has
created much tension between Hindus and
Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed
crossing borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu
twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where
she belongs, or what her country is
anymore.

​When Papa decides it's too dangerous to
stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her
family become refugees and embark first by
train but later on foot to reach her new
home. The journey is long, difficult, and
dangerous, and after losing her mother as a
baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her
homeland, too. But even if her country has
been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the
possibility of putting herself back together.
Told through Nisha's letters to her mother,
The Night Diary is a story of one girl's
search for home, for her own identity...and
for a hopeful future. 

This book won a Newbery Honor Award in
2019. 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

When I was a kid, I liked video games a lot
and since I grew up in the '80s before the
internet, xbox, and wii, going to the
arcade and playing Pacman was just about
the most exciting thing in the world. When I
wasn't begging my parents to take me to
an arcade, I was reading, making up
stories, doing gymnastics, baking cookies,
drawing, and making my little sister play
the games I wanted to play.  I was raised in
a small town in Connecticut. Growing up
wasn't always easy. My mother is Jewish-
American, my father is from a Hindu family
in India, and I didn't know any kids like me
where I lived. But coming from two cultures 

WHAT I THINK

The Night Diary 

By Veera Hiranandani

and not always
fitting in has
probably made me
a stronger
person. Now I live
in a little town on
the Hudson River
with my husband,
daughter, son, and
a very moody cat
who we love
anyway. 

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Nowhere Boy

by Katherine Marsh

      AR Reading Level: 5.4                                Lexile Level: 810L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

A devastating tornado tears apart more
than just houses in this striking novel in
verse about a girl rebuilding herself. Before
the storm, thirteen-year-old Quinn was
happy flying under the radar. She was
average. Unremarkable. Always looking for
an escape from her house, where her
bickering parents fawned over her genius big
brother. But after the storm, Quinn can’t
seem to go back to average. Her friends
weren't affected by the tornado in the same
way. To them, the storm left behind a
playground of abandoned houses and
distracted adults. As Quinn struggles to find
stability in the tornado’s aftermath, she
must choose: between homes, friendships, and
versions of herself. Told in rich, spectacular
verse, Caroline Brooks DuBois crafts a
powerful story of redemption as Quinn makes
her way from Before to After. There’s
nothing average about the world Quinn
wakes up to after the storm; maybe there’s
nothing average about her, either. This
emotional coming-of-age journey for middle
grade readers proves that it’s never too
late to be the person you want to be.  

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Katherine grew up in Yonkers, New York in
the home of her Ukrainian grandma who
taught her to love stories and borscht. er
parents, an artist/videographer and a
stay-at-home mom, didn’t have much money
but we always had books; Mother Goose and
the Little Bear stories with Maurice
Sendak’s wonderful etchings were some of
my favorites. A former journalist and
managing editor of The New Republic,
Besides writing, I like to read, cook for
friends and family, travel, correspond with
friends, family and readers around the
world, study languages (in addition to
speaking some French and Russian, I’m
learning Ukrainian), do puzzles, and visit
off-beat museums. Most of all, I like to 

spend time with my
family. My husband, two
children and I live in
Washington, DC with two
cats, a rabbit, a bunch
of fish, a frog and an
axolotl. Learn more
about Katharine and her
books at
www.katherinemarsh.com
. 

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Parachute Kids

by Betty C. Tang

        AR Reading Level: N/A                              Lexile Level: 250L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about
our First Chapter Friday title and its creator.
Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box. 
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Name Date

A DREAM TRIP TO AMERICA TURNS INTO A
NIGHTMARE!
Feng-Li can't wait to discover America with
her family! But after an action-packed
vacation, her parents deliver shocking news:
They are returning to Taiwan and leaving
Feng-Li and her older siblings in California on
their own. Suddenly, the three kids must fend
for themselves in a strange new world--and
get along. Starting a new school, learning a
new language, and trying to make new
friends while managing a household is hard
enough, but Bro and Sis's constant bickering
makes everything worse. Thankfully, there
are some hilarious moments to balance the
stress and loneliness. But as tensions
escalate--and all three kids get tangled in a
web of bad choices--can Feng-Li keep her
family together?

This funny, fast-paced, and heartrending
story about three siblings living on their own
as undocumented new immigrants is perfect
for fans of New Kid and Front Desk.

**National Book Award Longlist Title
**Asian/Pacific American Award Honor Book

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

From Betty’s Author Website: I spent my
childhood nights secretly reading mangas
under the covers with a flashlight, much to
my mother's dismay. It did no favor to my
eyes, but my love for drawing ignited. After
graduating from CalArts with a BFA, I
worked for various Hollywood animation
studios including Disney TV and Dreamworks
Animation. Then adventurously, I moved to
Beijing, China for a couple of years, and co-
directed Where’s the Dragon?, an animated
feature. Now I'm 100% devoted to creating
meaningful books for children. I'm also a NY
Times Bestselling Illustrator of the graphic
novel, JACKY HA-HA, written by James
Patterson and Chris Grabenstein and
adapted by Adam Rau. I love squirrels and
hate roaches. I am also a 4th degree black 
                                       belt in Aikido–a 
                                       Japanese martia
                                       art–but the roached 
                                       aren't impressed.                         
                                       Born in Taiwan, I            
                                      arrived in America as 
                                       a parachute kid. 
                                       Currenly, I live in 
                                       Los Angeles, CA.

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.1       Lexile Level: 580L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Ten-year-old Ada has never left her
one-room apartment. Her mother is
too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot
to let her outside. So when her little
brother Jamie is shipped out of London
to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste
a minute—she sneaks out to join him.
 
So begins a new adventure for Ada,
and for Susan Smith, the woman who is
forced to take the two kids in. As Ada
teaches herself to ride a pony, learns
to read, and watches for German
spies, she begins to trust Susan—and
Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie.
But in the end, will their bond be
enough to hold them together through
wartime? Or will Ada and her brother
fall back into the cruel hands of their
mother?

*Newbery Honor book
*Winner of the Schneider Family Book
Award 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

The War That Saved My Life by

Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

In 1967, Kimberly was born in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. She always loved to read, often
skipping recess to go talk with her school
librarian. Being a writer floated in her
daydreams, but she didn’t know any
writers, and it didn’t feel like a real job. In
school she loved chemistry in addition to
writing. When she went to college, she
majored in chemistry. She was lucky,
though,  a liberal arts school (Smith)
where she was encouraged to study all
sorts of different subjects, and she took
lots of writing classes. She married my
high-school sweetheart, and for awhile I
worked as a research chemist and wrote
stories late at night and on weekends. But
eventually, she realized she really wanted 

                                        to be a writer and
began pursuing that
path. Kimberly and
her husband and live
in Bristol, TN where
we live on a 52-
acre farm. We love
to travel and learn
about history from
all over the world.

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

The Wrong Way Home

by Kate O’Shaughnessy

        AR Reading Level: 4.6                              Lexile Level: 690L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Twelve-year-old Fern believes she's living a
noble life--but what if everything she's
been told is a lie? This is a huge-hearted
story about a girl learning to question
everything—and to trust in herself. Fern’s
lived at the Ranch, an off-the-grid,
sustainable community in upstate New York,
since she was six. The work is hard, but Fern
admires the Ranch's leader, Dr. Ben. So
when Fern’s mother sneaks them away in
the middle of the night and says Dr. Ben is
dangerous, Fern doesn't believe it. She
wants desperately to go back, but her mom
just keeps driving. Suddenly thrust into the
treacherous, toxic, outside world, Fern
thinks only about how to get home again.
She has a plan, but it will take time. As that
time goes by, though, Fern realizes there
are things she will miss from this place—the
library, a friend from school, the ocean—
and there are things she learned at the
Ranch that are just...not true. Now Fern
will have to decide. How much is she willing to
give up to return to the Ranch? Should she
trust Dr. Ben’s vision for her life? Or listen
to the growing feeling that she can live by
her own rules?

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Kate O'Shaughnessy writes middle
grade fiction. When she’s not

writing, you can find Kate in her
garden, eating good food, hiking
with her dog, and chronically

mispronouncing words she’s read
but never heard said aloud. Kate
lives in California with her family.
Visit Kate’s website to learn

more:
https://www.kloshaughnessy.com/ 

Read Aloud Video



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

INDIVIDUAL
BOOK POSTERS



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

A B S O L U T E L Y  T R U L YBy Heather Vogel Frederick 



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

A M A R I  A N D  T H E
by B.B. AestonN I G H T  B R O T H E R S



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

FREE THROWS, FRIENDSHIP, AND
OTHER THINGS WE FOULED UPby Jenn Bishop



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

H A R R Y  P O T T E R  A N D
T H E  S O R C E R E R ’ S  S T O N Eby J.K. Rowling



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

H A V E N
By Valerie Biel



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

N E W  K I D
By Jerry Craft



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

T H E  N I G H T  D I A R YBy Veera Hiranandani



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

N O W H E R E  B O YBy Katherine Marsh



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

P A R A C H U T E  K I D SBy Betty C. Tang



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

THE WAR THAT SAVED MY LIFEBy Kimberly Brubaker Bradley



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

THE WRONG WAY HOMEBy Kate O’Shaughnessy


	WNC BOOK LISTS
	MOVING
	Classroom Use Ideas Quick List:

	Word Nerd Daily
	an app from Amanda Zieba
	Writing Prompt Library
	First Chapter Friday Videos
	ChatBot for
	Reading Recs and
	Lesson Planning
	Brain Break Videos


	Friday Videos
	Not sure how First Chapter Friday works?
	Check out this video for a full explanation and 4 implementation ideas.
	If you prefer a written description in lieu of a video, click here.
	Click here for a live, continually updated, Google Doc of the First Chapter Friday videos on my channel. Additionally you will find links to purchase the books and watch the read aloud videos, as well as book reading levels, genre/format, video length and more!
	All my best,
	Amanda Zieba

	Teacher Planning Sheet

	First
	Friday
	CHAPTER
	Created by Amanda Zieba, The Word Nerd


	Reading Game Board
	Every time you finish a book, write its title in the square. To win, fill up the entire game board!
	Addtional Directions

	Name: _________________________
	WNC BOOK LIST

	MOVING
	to a new school/town/country
	Absolutely Truly
	Amari and the Night Brothers
	Free Throws, Friendship and Other Things We Fouled Up
	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
	Haven
	New Kid
	The Night Diary
	Nowhere Boy
	Parachute Kids
	The War That Saved My Life
	The Wrong Way Home


	BOOKS ABOUT: MOVING
	INDIVIDUAL
	BOOK SHEETS
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date

	Absolutely Truly
	by Heather Vogel Frederick
	Now that Truly Lovejoy’s father has been injured by an IED in Afghanistan and is having trouble finding work back home, the family moves from Texas to tiny Pumpkin Falls, New Hampshire, to take over Lovejoy’s Books, a struggling bookstore that’s been in the family for one hundred years.
	With two older brothers and two younger sisters clamoring for attention, her mother back in school, and everyone up to their eyebrows trying to keep Lovejoy’s Books afloat, Truly feels more overlooked than usual. So she pours herself into uncovering the mystery of an undelivered letter she finds stuck in a valuable autographed first edition of Charlotte’s Web, which subsequently goes missing from the bookshop. What’s inside the envelope leads Truly and her new Pumpkin Falls friends on a madcap treasure hunt around town, chasing clues that could spell danger.
	Before Heather became a writer, She was a reader—and still is. She was born in Peterborough, New Hampshire, into a family of bookworms, and spent most of her childhood holed up in the library or in my bedroom, reading. Her father was a teacher and principal and read to her and her sisters a lot. Her favorite part was when he acted the stories out and did fabulous voices. Heather always loved writing and did a lot of it as a child. After college, she wrote for a lot of newspapers and print publications including The New York Times, Publisher’s Weekly, The Christian Science Monitor and Family Life. Heather’s  first novel, The Voyage of Patience Goodspeed, was published in 2002, and she has been writing books ever since. Today, after spending more than 20 happy years in the Pacific Northwest and close to another decade in Boston, she and her husband have embarked on a new adventure, living in Europe. Portugal, to be exact! They love their
	AR Reading Level: 5.4                            Lexile Level: 790L

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO


	WHAT I THINK
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name


	Amari and the Night Brothers
	by B.B. Alston
	Plus don't miss the thrilling sequel, Amari and the Great Game!
	AR Reading Level: 4.9                        Lexile Level: unavailable

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK

	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date
	Free Throws, Friendship, and Other Things We Fouled Up
	by Jenn Bishop
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	Read Aloud Video
	What's It About?
	Cincinnati, Ohio, lives and dies by college basketball, with two elite Division I rivals separated by a mere three miles. Rory’s dad just secured a new coaching gig at the University of Cincinnati, so it means yet another school and move for her, only this time to her dad’s hometown. Rory’s life revolves around basketball; she’s never had a close friend outside of it. Could this be a chance for a fresh start? Abby has always lived in Cincinnati, where her dad grew up playing ball and now coaches at Xavier University. But Abby has recently retreated from basketball after a frustrating season that left her confidence in shambles. This year, she finds herself on the outside looking in when it comes to her former teammates, and she could seriously use a new friend. The coaches' daughters connect over their shared love of the game when Abby chaperones Rory on her first day of school. But when Abby’s dad practically forbids their friendship because of something that happened between him and Rory’s dad when they were younger, Abby and Rory have no choice but to move their budding friendship underground.
	Can the two of them get to the bottom of what went down between their dads in the 1990s before history repeats itself?
	Who Wrote It?
	Jenn grew up in a small Massachusetts town and loved playing sports and being outdoors. She also enjoyed reading and writing. The first book she wrote as a child was about her pet rock, named Christy! She loved writing so much, that she went to college (in Chicago) to learn all about books and became a librarian. Her love of books led her to wanting to write them, so she went  back to school to earn an MFA (Master in Fine Arts) at a famous school called The Vermont College of Fine Arts. Shortly after graduating her published her first book, The Distance to Home (2016) and hasn’t stopped. Free Throws, Friendship and Other Things we
	Fouled Up is her 5th book. Jenn currently lives in Cincinnati. When she isn’t writing, she likes running, gardening, hanging out with her husband (and cat!) and cheering for her fav basketball team!

	AR Reading Level: Unavailable              Lexile Level: Unavailable

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO

	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date
	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone


	by J.K. Rowling
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	Harry Potter has never been the star of a Quidditch team, scoring points while riding a broom far above the ground. He knows no spells, has never helped to hatch a dragon, and has never worn a cloak of invisibility. All he knows is a miserable life with the Dursleys, his horrible aunt and uncle, and their abominable son, Dudley - a great big swollen spoiled bully. Harry's room is a tiny closet at the foot of the stairs, and he hasn't had a birthday party in eleven years. But all that is about to change when a mysterious letter arrives by owl messenger: a letter with an invitation to an incredible place that Harry - and anyone who reads about him - will find unforgettable.
	This is the first book in the Harry Potter series.
	In England, where the book was first published, the book is called Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone.
	Who Wrote It?

	Joanne Rowling was born on 31st July 1965 in England. The young Jo grew up surrounded by books. “I lived for books,’’ she has said. “I was your basic common-or-garden bookworm, complete with freckles and glasses." Jo wanted to be a writer from an early age. She wrote her first book at the age of six – a story about a rabbit, called ‘Rabbit’. At just eleven, she wrote her first novel – about seven cursed diamonds and the people who owned them. J.K. first had the idea for
	Harry Potter while riding on a train. It took her five years to write the first book. She was also a teacher at that time!
	AR Reading Level: 5.5       Lexile Level: 880L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *

	Haven
	by Valerie Biel
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	Read Aloud Video
	What's It About?
	Taking only what they can quickly pack, 11-year-old Mardella Houston and her mom secretly move away from her abusive, drug-dealing father to start a fresh life in the one-stoplight town of Haven, Minnesota. But Mardella’s sure she’s to blame—if only she hadn’t dialed 911, none of this would be happening. Her dad wouldn’t be in jail, her mom would still have her old job, Mardella would still have friends, and they wouldn’t be starting over. She knows she should be grateful that her mom’s new job at Rest Haven Senior Living gives them a place to live—but the over-age-65 residence is a boring, run-down, funny smelling place. Even so, Mardella volunteers to make their new home as cheerful as possible. Through these colorful projects, she is surprised that she soon has new friends—of all ages. But when her father gets out of jail, angry and determined to find them, Mardella realizes she’s made another terrible mistake—one that might destroy her chance at a new, happy life. This time it’s up to her to fix everything and keep her mom and new friends safe. This moving middle grade novel sensitively addresses a tough topic through the eyes of a preteen.  (Ages 9+)
	Who Wrote It?
	Valerie Biel writes books for middle grade to adult audiences--stories inspired by her travels and her insatiable curiosity. She helps other authors with their book promotion and marketing and frequently teaches writing workshops and independent publishing classes to students of all ages. When Valerie's away from the computer, you might find her wrangling her overgrown garden, reading everything she can get her hands on, or traveling the world--often on trips for the charity she runs with her husband, The World Orphan Fund. Once upon a time, she graduated from the University of Wisconsin with degrees in journalism and political science. She
	lives with her husband
	on a (tiny) portion of
	her family's century-
	old farm in rural
	Wisconsin, but
	regularly dreams of
	finding a cozy
	cottage on the Irish coast where she can write and write.
	AR Reading Level: N/A                         Lexile Level: N/A
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	New Kid
	by Jerry Craft
	Includes
	Author
	Interview!
	What's It About?
	New Kid is a timely, honest graphic novel about starting over at a new school where diversity is low and the struggle to fit in is real, from award-winning author-illustrator Jerry Craft.
	Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?
	This middle grade graphic novel is an excellent choice for tween readers, including for summer reading. Winner of the Newbery Medal, Coretta Scott King Author Award, and Kirkus Pri
	Who Wrote It?

	As a kid, Jerry did not like to read, but as he got older, he felt that the lack of books with characters who looked and acted like him and his friends, was probably the biggest reason. So he decided to make the books he wished he had when he was a kid. Jerry always loved drawing. A lot of what readers read and see in New Kid is built off the experiences of Jerry's life (and of his sons too!). Jerry says he feels honored to represent his community through his stories. "No ONE character is always right, nor are they always wrong. And I feel like that’s important for both kids AND adults to see." Jerry said he had a blast creating this book. Jerry lives
	with his family in Connecticut. He is excited about the newest book in this series, School Trip to come out in 2023. You can learn more about Jerry at his website: https://jerrycraft.com/faq/
	AR Reading Level: 2.9                  Lexile Level: 320L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date
	The Night Diary


	By Veera Hiranandani
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	Who Wrote It?
	It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her country is anymore.
	​When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together. Told through Nisha's letters to her mother, The Night Diary is a story of one girl's search for home, for her own identity...and for a hopeful future.
	This book won a Newbery Honor Award in 2019.
	When I was a kid, I liked video games a lot and since I grew up in the '80s before the internet, xbox, and wii, going to the arcade and playing Pacman was just about the most exciting thing in the world. When I wasn't begging my parents to take me to an arcade, I was reading, making up stories, doing gymnastics, baking cookies, drawing, and making my little sister play the games I wanted to play.  I was raised in a small town in Connecticut. Growing up wasn't always easy. My mother is Jewish-American, my father is from a Hindu family in India, and I didn't know any kids like me where I lived. But coming from two cultures
	and not always fitting in has probably made me a stronger person. Now I live in a little town on the Hudson River with my husband, daughter, son, and a very moody cat who we love anyway.
	AR Reading Level: 4.5                       Lexile Level: 700L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	Nowhere Boy
	by Katherine Marsh
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	A devastating tornado tears apart more than just houses in this striking novel in verse about a girl rebuilding herself. Before the storm, thirteen-year-old Quinn was happy flying under the radar. She was average. Unremarkable. Always looking for an escape from her house, where her bickering parents fawned over her genius big brother. But after the storm, Quinn can’t seem to go back to average. Her friends weren't affected by the tornado in the same way. To them, the storm left behind a playground of abandoned houses and distracted adults. As Quinn struggles to find stability in the tornado’s aftermath, she must choose: between homes, friendships, and versions of herself. Told in rich, spectacular verse, Caroline Brooks DuBois crafts a powerful story of redemption as Quinn makes her way from Before to After. There’s nothing average about the world Quinn wakes up to after the storm; maybe there’s nothing average about her, either. This emotional coming-of-age journey for middle grade readers proves that it’s never too late to be the person you want to be.
	Who Wrote It?
	Katherine grew up in Yonkers, New York in the home of her Ukrainian grandma who taught her to love stories and borscht. er parents, an artist/videographer and a stay-at-home mom, didn’t have much money but we always had books; Mother Goose and the Little Bear stories with Maurice Sendak’s wonderful etchings were some of my favorites. A former journalist and managing editor of The New Republic, Besides writing, I like to read, cook for friends and family, travel, correspond with friends, family and readers around the world, study languages (in addition to speaking some French and Russian, I’m learning Ukrainian), do puzzles, and visit off-beat museums. Most of all, I like to
	spend time with my family. My husband, two children and I live in Washington, DC with two cats, a rabbit, a bunch of fish, a frog and an axolotl. Learn more about Katharine and her books at www.katherinemarsh.com.
	AR Reading Level: 5.4                                Lexile Level: 810L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name


	Parachute Kids
	by Betty C. Tang
	A DREAM TRIP TO AMERICA TURNS INTO A NIGHTMARE!
	Feng-Li can't wait to discover America with her family! But after an action-packed vacation, her parents deliver shocking news: They are returning to Taiwan and leaving Feng-Li and her older siblings in California on their own. Suddenly, the three kids must fend for themselves in a strange new world--and get along. Starting a new school, learning a new language, and trying to make new friends while managing a household is hard enough, but Bro and Sis's constant bickering makes everything worse. Thankfully, there are some hilarious moments to balance the stress and loneliness. But as tensions escalate--and all three kids get tangled in a web of bad choices--can Feng-Li keep her family together?
	From Betty’s Author Website: I spent my childhood nights secretly reading mangas under the covers with a flashlight, much to my mother's dismay. It did no favor to my eyes, but my love for drawing ignited. After graduating from CalArts with a BFA, I worked for various Hollywood animation studios including Disney TV and Dreamworks Animation. Then adventurously, I moved to Beijing, China for a couple of years, and co-directed Where’s the Dragon?, an animated feature. Now I'm 100% devoted to creating meaningful books for children. I'm also a NY Times Bestselling Illustrator of the graphic novel, JACKY HA-HA, written by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein and adapted by Adam Rau. I love squirrels and hate roaches. I am also a 4th degree black
	belt in Aikido–a
	Japanese martia
	art–but the roached
	aren't impressed.
	Born in Taiwan, I
	arrived in America as
	a parachute kid.
	Currenly, I live in
	Los Angeles, CA.
	AR Reading Level: N/A                              Lexile Level: 250L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK

	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name
	The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	Who Wrote It?
	Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him.
	So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?
	*Newbery Honor book
	*Winner of the Schneider Family Book Award
	In 1967, Kimberly was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana. She always loved to read, often skipping recess to go talk with her school librarian. Being a writer floated in her daydreams, but she didn’t know any writers, and it didn’t feel like a real job. In school she loved chemistry in addition to writing. When she went to college, she majored in chemistry. She was lucky, though,  a liberal arts school (Smith) where she was encouraged to study all sorts of different subjects, and she took lots of writing classes. She married my high-school sweetheart, and for awhile I worked as a research chemist and wrote stories late at night and on weekends. But eventually, she realized she really wanted
	to be a writer and began pursuing that path. Kimberly and her husband and live in Bristol, TN where we live on a 52-acre farm. We love to travel and learn about history from all over the world.

	AR Reading Level: 4.1       Lexile Level: 580L

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO

	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	The Wrong Way Home
	by Kate O’Shaughnessy
	Twelve-year-old Fern believes she's living a noble life--but what if everything she's been told is a lie? This is a huge-hearted story about a girl learning to question everything—and to trust in herself. Fern’s lived at the Ranch, an off-the-grid, sustainable community in upstate New York, since she was six. The work is hard, but Fern admires the Ranch's leader, Dr. Ben. So when Fern’s mother sneaks them away in the middle of the night and says Dr. Ben is dangerous, Fern doesn't believe it. She wants desperately to go back, but her mom just keeps driving. Suddenly thrust into the treacherous, toxic, outside world, Fern thinks only about how to get home again. She has a plan, but it will take time. As that time goes by, though, Fern realizes there are things she will miss from this place—the library, a friend from school, the ocean—and there are things she learned at the Ranch that are just...not true. Now Fern will have to decide. How much is she willing to give up to return to the Ranch? Should she trust Dr. Ben’s vision for her life? Or listen to the growing feeling that she can live by her own rules?
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