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Do Dogs Remember People?
We’d sure like to think so.
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Whenever my 15-year-old daughter and I drive past a cute dog (which happens a lot in our town) we
shout, “Cute dog!” If we pass a cute dog on the sidewalk and it’s convenient, we stop for a pat.  

Certified dog trainer Alexandra Bassett says first impressions matter to dogs as much as people.

“If someone acknowledges and greets a dog kindly and takes an interest in them by engaging with
them via talking, petting, and fun activities like going for a walk or playing fetch, a dog will remember
that,” says Bassett, the founder, lead trainer and behavior consultant at . “The opposite is
also true: Disinterest or negative interactions .”

Think you’re fluent in
dog body language?

Take our quiz to test your canine interpreter
skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

Dog Savvy
will be remembered

Main takeaways

Dogs remember people primarily through emotional impressions — how a person makes them feel matters more
than how they look. 

Scent is the strongest sense dogs use to recognize and remember people, followed closely by voice and
emotional tone.

Strong emotional bonds create long-lasting memories, which is why dogs can recognize and respond to people
they’ve imprinted after long separations.

Dogs remember brief interactions, especially if they’re tied to feeling safe and calm, excited or threatened.

Take the Quiz!
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Do dogs remember people?
Bassett says, yes, just like people, dogs learn by association and consequence. They form lasting
memories of people based on their body language and demeanor.

“A dog will form a positive or negative association with someone based on how they treat them and
respond accordingly,” she adds.

How dogs remember people

The role of scent in canine recognition

RELATED ARTICLE

Yep, your dog remembers that you didn’t take them out for a walk yesterday.

Do Dogs Think About the Past?
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A dog’s sense of smell is estimated to be 10,000 to 100,000 times more powerful than a human’s. The
average dog has 100 million scent receptors compared to five to six million in the average person and a
much larger part of the brain dedicated to smell.

Scent-tracking dogs like Bassett Hounds and Bloodhounds have as many as 300 million scent
receptors. If , smell plays a key role in their impression of us.
“Their sense of smell allows them to detect scents from far away and even smell diseases, emotions
and things underground or in the water, making smell their primary way of experiencing the world,”
Bassett says. 

Visual recognition
Research has shown that . However, a dog’s sense of sound
and smell play a larger role than vision in their “picture” of a person because their 

. Bassett says that because dogs’ ability to see color (they see yellows and
blues distinctly but red and green appear “muddy”), images that are clear to us may appear blurry to
them.

“However they have exceptional night vision and detect motion in the environment way faster than we
do,” Bassett says.

Auditory signals and voice recognition
Voice recognition plays a major role in your dog’s memory of people. Your dog’s twitching, swiveling
ears aren’t just picking up far-away sounds; they’re detecting a wide range of frequencies, Bassett says.

When a person speaks, their pitch, rhythm, accent, and emotional tone become part of a dog’s
multisensory memory. Over time, they even . The more they hear a familiar
voice, the stronger the neural pathways for recognition. 

Emotional bonds and memory
A dog remembers a person’s warm tone and friendly demeanor after meeting them once. Repeated
positive emotional experiences that form the basis of emotional bonds make the memory indelible.

When a person (or people) consistently makes a dog feel safe and loved, the dog’s brain releases the
feel-good hormone oxytocin, which strengthens the neural pathways that make a dog 

.

What do dogs remember about us?

the way to the heart is through the nose

dogs recognize faces and facial expressions
vision is much

different than ours is limited 

recognize familiar words

imprint on a
person

Search

ALL DOGS CATS NEW
PET HEALTH NUTRITION BEHAVIOR LIFESTYLE SHOPPING TOOLS

https://www.kinship.com/dog-health/how-far-away-can-dogs-smell-you#:~:text=Their%20olfactory%20system%20is%20leagues,a%20bond%20with%20their%20humans.
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior/dog-interpret-facial-cues-study
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior/how-do-dogs-see-humans
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior/how-do-dogs-see-humans
https://www.kinship.com/dog-health/are-dogs-color-blind
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior/should-i-not-say-words-that-get-my-dog-excited
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior/signs-your-dog-imprinted-on-you
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior/signs-your-dog-imprinted-on-you
https://www.kinship.com/dog
https://www.kinship.com/pet
https://www.kinship.com/dog
https://www.kinship.com/cat
https://www.kinship.com/littlekin/puppy
https://www.kinship.com/dog-health
https://www.kinship.com/dog-nutrition
https://www.kinship.com/dog-behavior
https://www.kinship.com/dog-lifestyle
https://www.kinship.com/dog-shopping
https://www.kinship.com/tools
https://www.kinship.com/petsandwellbeing


A dog’s memory of a person is based more on emotion than anything else. A dog remembers how you
made them feel, whether that’s safe and calm, excited or . Scent is the next strongest identifier
followed by voice (tone, rhythm, and emotional quality).

Lastly, dogs have  and remember the patterns we establish over time — like what time
of day we take them for a walk and feed them. 

How long do dogs remember people?
In Bassett’s experience, forever. “The bonds of love stand the test of time just like with people,” she
says. 

How to strengthen your dog’s memory
Exercise and nutrition go a long way toward maintaining a dog’s health and memory. “Consistent
training that reinforces good habits and manners also go a long way toward keeping a dog mentally
sharp,” Bassett says. 

Bottom line 
Dogs remember people primarily through a mix of emotions and sensory cues. How a dog feels after
meeting you determines how they’ll remember you. Long after visual details fade, a dog can recall how
safe, excited, or uneasy someone made them feel.

fearful

episodic memory

RELATED ARTICLE

Some dogs have impressive long-term memories.

Dogs Can Remember Names of Toys 2 Years After Seeing Them,
New Study Finds
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Even brief interactions can leave a lasting impression if they’re emotionally meaningful, while strong
bonds may be remembered for life. For dog lovers, the takeaway is simple and reassuring: Kindness,
consistency and positive energy matter. How’s that for a meaningful life lesson? 

FAQs

How long can dogs remember a person they’ve bonded with?
Strong emotional bonds based in scent, voice, routine, and repeated positive experiences last a
lifetime. 

Do dogs have the ability to remember people they only met briefly?
Definitely, Bassett says. The stronger the emotional impression of a meeting, the longer the dog will
retain it. If you offer a dog a treat, they’ll look at you expectantly next time (test this on the friendly gas
station attendant). 

Can dogs recognize people through other senses, like smell or voice,
even if they don’t see them?
Dogs don’t rely on sight the way humans do. A blind dog would recognize a person by their scent and
tone of voice as easily as a dog with perfect vision. Dogs form their strongest memories through their
keen sense of smell and acute hearing. 
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Catherine Fahy Green

Catherine Fahy Green is a journalist turned copy and content writer. As a pets writer, she
focuses on and is fascinated by animal body language because there's so much to learn
from and about animals by spending time in their presence and observing their physical
cues.

Her work as a PR specialist appears in national trade media as press releases and stories
about exciting new products people should try. She lives with her family in Western
Massachusetts, where she listens closely to the stories her two dogs, flock of chickens, and
four horses tell her. She spends her weekends at horse shows with her daughter.

Dog Dog Behavior

All articles

RELATED ARTICLES

Do Dogs Recognize Themselves in the Mirror?

Here’s why dogs know who they are more by smell than by sight.
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Your Dog Actually Knows the Words for Familiar Objects, Study Finds

Time for a “Proud Parent of a Canine Honors Student” bumper sticker.

Can Dogs Sense When You’re Sad?

It certainly seems like it sometimes.

Is My Dog Self-Aware? How to Measure Their Levels of Awareness

They notice more than you think.

Do Dogs Understand Our Words?

Say What? A look at the types of words that dogs understand.

How Do Dogs Understand Humans?

When it comes to reading human cues, dogs win, hands down.
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