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Dear Teacher Friend,

T've never directed a Ho\\ywood blockbuster, but af ter 20
years in education, I f eel pretty confident I could manage @ film

!
NOVEMBER'S PEP TALK.

THE DIRECTOR’S CUT

set full of unpredicfob\e actors. I bet you could too. I mean,

We've taught middle schooll Of course we could handle this!

Think about it. You've got a cast of colorful characters, @ script (lesson plan) that doesn’t

always 9o according to plan, a production schedule
One of the things 1 love about movies is how much
the thing: Not every scene makes the final cut.

Sometimes a scene gets chortened. Sometimes the

simply works better. Teaching is a lot like that.

which tried-and-true favorites are worth bringing

love (like movies!) and use it to help them discover

your own ife outside of school, too.

Speaking of movies, this month's ELA Engagement
inspired by books that have made their way to the

So this month, T encourage You +o embrace your

to create an experience worth remembering:

that is constantly changing: and an audience

that isn't ofraid to share its opinions. And somehow, amidst all of that, you're expected fo
‘ create something spectacular. Good thing you're the director!

thought goes into what we actually see on

screen. Directors and editors make thousands of decisions abouf what to include, what to leave
out, and how to bring all the pieces together to create something worth watching. And here’s

director changes course halfway through

filming. Sometimes a brilliant idea ends up on the cutting room floor because something else

You get to decide which lessons deserve the spotlight, which activities need a little editing, and

back for an encore

T want to remind you.. You don't have to create every single scene £rom scratch.
Borrow a great idea from a colleague. Pull out a lesson that worked beautifully last year- Let a
ready-made resource do some of the heavy lifting. Or take something your students already

something new.

\Working smarter doesn’t mean you're giving your students less. T+ means you're making room
for more of what matters. More time for meaningful conversations. More energy for creative

teaching. More opporfunities to connect with tudents. And, hopefully, a litfle more fime for

Game Plan features several resources

big screen. They're a great opporfunity to

tap into stories and characters students may adlready recognize and use that familiarity To
build excitement about reading, writing, and learning:

ole as director. Make the edits. Reuse the

good ctuff. Call in the supporting cast. And don't be afraid To yell CUT when something isn't
serving your students or yourself. After dll, the goal isn't o create a perfect production. It's

LIGHTS. CAMERA. ENGAGEMENT!

. AMANDA
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L2 ke OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT
A *f' fi: Word Nerd Collaborative Facebook Group

LINK:https://www.facebook.com/groups/42791356
2 023208

MVP MEMBERS - Watch your email for the
NOVEMBER Ask Me Anything Google Form and
November Author Lunch Bunch Question
Submission Form links!


https://www.facebook.com/groups/427913560232081
https://www.facebook.com/groups/427913560232081
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by Jennifer Li

| Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer’s

Shotz Stone
by J.K. Rowling
Realistic
Fiction/Prose Fantasy/Prose
Holes The Maze
by Louis Sachar Runner
by James
Realistic Dashner
Fiction/Prose
Dystopian

UNNER Thriller/Prose

JERROW A MAIDR MOTION PICTURE i

CHRISTOPHER

PAOLINI

Eragon
by Christopher
Paolini

Fantasy/ Prose

ANNOUNCEMENT
COMING SOON!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dszSns6mnGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwtx-xr2rXw
https://youtu.be/0TAf_SfzqHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbdcL5Lkk_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DevZkOkS23E

)03“\\( Help your students reset their brains and moods with a
~ little break. Try a fun trivia game! Totally optional, but
o >/ 0 you can use the LEADERBOARD on page 24 to keep track

of student teams and scores throughout the month.

17 VETERANS DAY

TRIVIA QUIZ
R.VA% ,’ :-;'--

i

“Brain breaks benefit not only students
but teachers, too. They help improve
the pacing of your lesson while
keeping you and your students
refreshed, focused, and engaged.”

-- Reading Rockets
Website K L

or\\( j
¢

JL 7



https://youtu.be/6G8hoO8bSZE?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/6G8hoO8bSZE?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/wmbuIETuXfY?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/autism-spectrum-disorder/articles/brain-breaks-evidence-based-behavior-strategy#:~:text=Research%20shows%20that%20brain%20breaks,quickly%20after%20they've%20exercised.
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/autism-spectrum-disorder/articles/brain-breaks-evidence-based-behavior-strategy#:~:text=Research%20shows%20that%20brain%20breaks,quickly%20after%20they've%20exercised.
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/autism-spectrum-disorder/articles/brain-breaks-evidence-based-behavior-strategy#:~:text=Research%20shows%20that%20brain%20breaks,quickly%20after%20they've%20exercised.
https://youtu.be/wmbuIETuXfY?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/3TQyNimRrew?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/3TQyNimRrew?sub_confirmation=1

Monday
Who Would You Pick?

Tuesday
What Would This Robot Do?

Wednesday
Word Choice Word Play

Tht;rsc!clx/I .
Majestic Mutations

Frlda\x
Free Write Friday

Monday
An Ocecm Sized Forest

Tuesdclx( .
Why Do You Shine?

Wednesday
Lost at the Museum

Thursday
Talking with Gramps

Frldq\x
Free Write Friday

Monday
A New Discovery

Tuesday
Big Things Start Small...

Wednesda .
Family Celebrations

Thursday
Came From Nowhere

Frlda\x
Free Write Friday

Monday .
Fortune Cookie

Tuesday
Three Things Happened...

Wednesday
Perfect Day

Thursday
Searching for More

Friday
October

Wtiling

/You can

project the
prompt using
these SLIDES!



https://www.canva.com/design/DAG13eiAAuY/-vVz8f1JLFtV3LRCM64e7g/edit?utm_content=DAG13eiAAuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton

‘HEME LESSON

Theme can be a hard lesson to teach, in part because it feels (especially to
a middle schooler) so abstract. This lesson is my attempt to make this story
element more concrete (and hopefully engaging and fun).BONUS! The
literary and film examples come with video links to first chapter read
alouds and YouTube short films so students can see, analyze, and
understand the theme in each sample.

STANDARDS: CCSS:RL.6.2, RA.R.2, RA.R.9

‘PAGE VS. SCREEN LESSON

There are all sorts of ways to tell a story and all sorts of things we can learn
about storytelling by experiencing different versions. This resource will help
you and students deconstruct and compare different versions of a story,
specifically, books and movies, The goal is to better understand how a story
is made and how story elements impact a reader, all while focusing on my
favorite part of stories... enjoying them!

STANDARDS: CCSS: RL.6.5, RL.6.7, RL.6.9

COMPARING STORIES ACROSS MULTIPLE FORMS OF MEDIA

How do different forms of media change the way a true
story is told? In this lesson students will compare and contrast
how the true story of Arthur the dog is presented in a
Hollywood film, nonfiction news articles and docu-
mentary/interview footage. Students will analyze media
choices, author’s purpose, accuracy vs entertainment and how
different formats shape audience emotions.

STANDARDS: CCSS: RI.7.7, R1.7.1, R1.7.6

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com .
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’ PLAY DOH COMPREHENSION STRATEGY

Improve your students’ reading comprehension with this fun strategy! In
this video, | will teach you how to engage your students by letting them play
with play dough while you read aloud - yep, you read that right. You can use
this strategy with fiction or nonfiction text, and with students of all ages. After
this quick 8 minute tutorial video, you'll be ready to bring a whole new level of
understanding (and fun!) to your reading lesson.

BOOKS AND MOVIES VIDEOS/PLAYLIST
There are all sorts of ways to tell a story and all sorts of things we can

learn about storytelling by experiencing different versions. Sometimes a
book leads us to a movie and sometimes a movie leads us to a book. Use
this playlist and highlight video to help connect your students to some
stories that take on multiple forms.

‘ WOULD YOU RATHER: SPORTS EDITION
Bring energy, teamwork, and writing practice together with this Sports

Edition Would You Rather Brain Break! This fun, no-prep activity (video +
printable writing prompts) is perfect for getting students moving, thinking
critically, and writing persuasively—all in one engaging lesson.

SEASONAL COLORING SHEETS
Sometimes you just need to take a break. Whether you use b \%
these seasonal coloring sheets for yourself or share them with .2 "4«

your students (during indoor recess or while they listen to a First « 3
Chapter Friday, | hope they bring a few moments of zen to your world.

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
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MAX
by Jennifer Li Shotz

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE
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FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY



* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY *

Name

NOW & MAJOR MOTION PICTURE

Date

What's It About?

When Justin's older brother, Kyle, is
killed in Afghanistan, Justin can't
believe that his brother is really gone.
Except there's one thing that Kyle
left behind.... Max is a highly trained
military canine who has always
protected his fellow soldiers. But when
he loses his handler and best friend,
Kyle. Max is traumatized and unable to
remain in the service,

He is sent home to America, where the
only human he connects with is Justin,
and he is soon adopted by Kyle's
family, essentially saving his life. At
first Justin has no interest in taking
care of his late brother's troubled
dog. However, the two learn to trust
each other, which helps the four-
legged veteran become his heroic self
once more. As the pair start to
unravel the mystery of what really
happened to Kyle, they find more
excitement—and danger—than they
bargained for. But they might also find
an unlikely new best friend in each
other,

Max
by Jennifer Li Shotz

Here is a little background information about
our First Chopter Friday title and its creator.
Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in
the bottom box.

Read Aloud Video

Who Wrote It?

Jennifer Li Shotz is the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of Max: Best
Friend. Hero. Marine., which has been
made into a movie!l She has also written
Hero, Scout, and American Dog series.
It's probably no surprise that Jennifer is
o huge dog lover! Her own childhood dog.
Mork, inspired her love of the special
bond between kids and their pets. Today,
her family includes Vida, a rescue dog
from Puerto Rico. Jennifer loves writing
stories about brave, loyal dogs and the
kids whose lives they change. When she
isn't writing books, she works on
Scholastic Action, a news magazine
created especially for young readers.
Her advice for kids who want to become
writers is simple: keep writing! She and
believes the world needs
more stories more
young voices. She lives
with her family in
Brooklyn, New York and
loves chocolate chip

. cookies,

AR Reading Level: 4.9

I want to read this book:

WHAT I THINK “%

Lexile Level: 740L
YES / NO

Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
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Name Date

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

by J.K. Rowling Ezga

Here is a little background information about our First p =fwr sz at
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add  [ojail Hets
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
Read Aloud Video

1N, ROWILLNG

What's It About? Who Wrote It?

HerY PO'l"I'eI" hQS hever been fhe star Joanne Row'ing wos born on 3151' July
of o Quidditch team, scoring points while 1965 in England. The young Jo grew up
I"idihg o broom far above the gl"OUhd. He surrounded by bOOkS, ‘l lived for

knows no spells, has never helped to books.” she has said. 'l was your basic
hatch a dragon, and has never worn a e
AT . common-or-garden bookworm,
cloak of invisibility. All he knows is a . "
: - . . complete with freckles and glasses.” Jo
miserable life with the Dursleys, his .
wanted to be a writer from an early

horrible aunt and uncle, and their .
abominable son, Dudley - a great big age. She wrote her first book at the

swollen spoiled bully. Harry's room is a age of six - a story about a rabbit,
tiny closet at the foot of the stairs, called ‘Rabbit’. At just eleven, she
and he hasn't had a birthday party in wrote her first novel - about seven
eleven years, But all that is about to cursed diamonds and the people who
change when o mysterious letter arrives owned them. J K. first had the idea for
by owl messenger: o letter with an . Harry
invitation to an incredible place that Potter
Harry - and anyone who reads about him while riding
- will find unforgettable, on a train,
It took her
« This is the first book in the Harry five years
Potter series. +o write
In England, where the book was first the first
. gland, a
published, the book is called Harry TR :‘;‘;";i:ee
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. ‘ teach
eacher ot
that time!

AR Reading Level: 5.5 Lexile Level: 880L
I want to read this book: YES / NO

@~ WHAT I THINK °%

* PIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY *

Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
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* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY *

Name

Date

NS MATRIAL PELEOLE

Holes Bl

by Louis SaChar eo:i AlO:Jd Video

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box.

Who Wrote It?

What's It About?

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse
that began with his no-good-dirty-
rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-
grandfather and has since followed
generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley
has been unjustly sent to a boys'
detention center, Camp Green Lake, where
the boys build character by spending all
day, every day digging holes exactly five
feet wide and five feet deep. There is no
loke at Camp Green Lake. But there are an
awful lot of holes.

I+ doesn't take long for Stanley to realize
there's more than character improvement
going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys
are digging holes because the warden is
looking for something. But what could be
buried under o dried-up loke? Stanley
tries to dig up the truth in this inventive
and darkly humorous tale of crime and
punishment —and redemption.

There is o movie vesion of this book and
also a sequel.

!

| was born in East Meadow, New York on
March 20, 1954 and lived there until third
grade. My dad worked on the 78+th floor of
the Empire State Building, and maybe that
somehow inspired Wayside School, who
knows? After | finished law school, | did part-
time legal work as | continued to write
children's books. I+ wasn't until 1989 that my
books began selling well enough that | was
finally able to stop practicing law and devote
myself fully to writing. | write every morning,
usually for no more than two hours a day. |
never talk about a book until it is finished. |
spent two years on my latest novel, and
nobody, not even Carla, Sherre or my editor
knew anything about it until it was finished.
Then they were the first to read it.

- . & . That book is Fuzzy

" Mud. In my spare time,

\ | like to play bridge.

: ' You can often find me

s 4 4 ot the bridge club in
0 g t Austin, or ot a bridge

'-{ @ tournament some-

% where around the

,\ @ country. You can learn
- - more on my website:
s www_louvissachar.com

AR Reading Level: 4.6

I want to read this book:

¢~ WHAT I THINK %

Lexile Level: 660L
YES / NO

{Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
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* PIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY *

Name

Date

M !Imm!'ru CONTLRY 13

Gk

W8 by James Dashner

What's It About?

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the

only thing he can remember is his name,

He's surrounded by strangers—boys
whose memories are also gone,

Outside the towering stone walls
that surround them is a limitless,
ever-changing maze. It's the only way
out—and no one's ever made it
through alive. Then a girl arrives. The
first girl ever. And the message she
delivers is terrifying: Remember.
Survive. Run. The clock is ticking and
Callum can’t trust anyone...

A #1 New York Times Bestselling Series
A USA Today Bestseller

A Kirkus Reviews Best Teen Book of the
Year

An ALA-YASLA Best Fiction for Young
Adults Book

An ALA-YALSA Quick Pick

Book #1 in the series of 5!

Here is a little background information about
our First Chapter Friday title and its
creator, Feel free to add your own notes and
thoughts in the bottom box.

Who Wrote It?

AR Reading Level: 5.3

The Maze Runner

Read Aloud Video

in 1972, James Dashner was born in Austell,
GA but shortly after moved to Duluth, MN,
He spent the rest his childhood (with his 5
brothers and sisters!) there, growing up
along the shores of Lake Superior, until he
graduated in 1991 and then moved to Utah
to attended college at Brigham Young
University. While he was there, earning his
degree in accounting, he met his wife. After
graduating college, James worked in finance
before becoming a full-time writer. In
addition to writing great books, James has
had the opportunity for his books to be
turned into movies. Actually, The Maze
Runner series is the 4th most successful
book to movie transition, coming in 4th
behind The Hunger Games, Divergent and

Twilight, earning
$949 million
dollars. James
ond his wife now
live in Utah. You
cah learn more
about this author
| on his website:
http://www. jomes
.+ dashner.com

Lexile Level: 770L

I want to read this book: YES / NO

WHAT I THINK “%

se this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
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Name Date

Eragon e Ly
by Christopher Paolini m%RE

¥ y Read Aloud Video

E Pt
g2
ER{A GC t\'. Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
i title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box.

What's It About? Who Wrote It?

When fifteen-year-old Eragon finds Christopher was homeschooled by his parents.
a polished blue stone in the forest, As a child, he often wrote short stories and

. .y . poems, made frequent trips to the library,
he thinks it is the lucky discovery of and read widely. The idea of Eragon began as

o poor farm boy. But the“ the stone the daydreams of a teen. Christopher’s love
brings a dragon hatchling, Eragon for the magic of stories led him to craft a
soon realizes he has stumbled upon o novel that he would enjoy reading. The
legacy nearly as old as the Empire project began as a hobby. a personal
. . s e challenge: he never intended it to be published.
itself. Overnight his simple life is o

) 5 Before he began writing Eragon, he plotted
sho:l"l’ered, and, gifted with only an out the entire adventure. To really put
ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and himself in his characters’ shoes, Christopher
sage advice from an old storyteller, forged his own knives and swords, made chain
Eragon is soon swept into a mail, spun wool, camped in the Beartooth

Mountains, made his own bow. built survival

dangerous ?opes‘l:r‘y of. magic, glory, shelters, learned to track game, fletched
and power. Now his choices °_°U|d arrows, felled trees, hiked, and camped. In
save—or destroy—the Empire. short, the books embody a lot of his experien-

ces of of living in
Montana. In 2011, the
Guinness World Records
recognized him as the
‘youngest author of a
bestselling book series.
Learn more about him
on his website:
www_poaolini.net.

This book is the first in a series!

AR Reading Level: 5.6 Lexile Level: 710L
I want to read this book: YES / NO

@~ WHAT I THINK °%

* PIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY *

Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
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November Brain Break

LEADERBOARD

In each square record either the # of points a team earned, or their place (1st, 2nd, etc.) The method
you choose will determine whether the winner will be the team with the highest or lowest score.

- Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total
- Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total
- Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total
z Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total
wi 4

[—

z Week | Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total
[—

- Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total




Trivia Game Video Link

Use the below links to access the video for this activity.
Click the title, image or link to get to the video!

ELECTION DAY TRIVIA

This link will take you to the YouTube Video of Election Day
Trivia: https://youtu.be/6G8ho0O8bSZE?subconfirmation=1

Use the reading
comprehension passage on
the next page to give your
students some background
knowledge on this topic.
Implementation ideas are
shared in the video!

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com



https://youtu.be/6G8hoO8bSZE?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6G8hoO8bSZE

THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION: A SIMPLE GUIDE

Every four years, something important happens in the United States: the
presidential election. This is when people choose their leader and help decide
: what will happen in the country. Let’s learn how it all works!

: THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

In the election, we have something called the Electoral College. This is a part of the U.S. Constitution.
Instead of voting directly for a candidate, people vote for special electors who will support that
candidate. Each state has a certain number of electoral votes based on how many people live there.

: There are 538 electoral votes in total. To become president, a candidate must be at least 35 years old
and get at least 270 electoral votes. California has the most votes at 54, while seven states have only
3 votes each, including Alaska, Delaware, The District of Columbia, North Dakota, South Dakota,

: Vermont and Wyoming. This means a candidate can win even if they don’t get the most regular votes!

ELECTION DAY

:| BALLOT Election Day is always on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. This
date was chosen a long time ago, in 1845, so farmers and workers would have time to
vote after the harvest. They wanted everyone to be able to vote! On Election Day,
millions of Americans go to polling places to cast their votes. In many states, voters
need to show some form of ID, but some states have different rules.

00EO

POLITICAL PARTIES AND CANDIDATES

In the U.S., there are two main political parties: the Democrats and the Republicans. The Democratic
Party is represented by a donkey and often supports fairness and protecting the environment. The

: Republican Party, represented by an elephant, usually focuses on individual rights and growing the
economy. Each party holds special elections to choose their candidates, leading to

: big events where they officially announce who will run for president.

A BRIEF HISTORY j% %

The history of presidential elections has many important moments. For example, in 1870, the rules

: changed so that men of all races could vote. In 1920, women gained the right to vote. These were big
steps toward fairness. During the Civil War, soldiers mailed in their votes, which was a new idea at the
time. Today, we can still vote by mail! Other changes came with technology. William McKinley was the
: first candidate to use a telephone during his campaign, and the first TV debate happened in 1960.
This showed candidates that how they looked mattered.

: CONCLUSION
Understanding the U.S. presidential election is very important! One day, when you turn 18, you’ll be
able to vote, too! Learning about how it works now will help you be ready when that time comes.

: Remember, everyday citizens play a big part in this process and help shape the future of the nation
with each vote they cast!

[
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Created by The Word Nerd




Election Day
Trivia
Answer Sheet

Directions:
Write your answers on
the lines below.

05440

Trivia Video ——>

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

How did you do? Are you a
Election Day Trivia ROCKSTAR?!?!

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com Score: /20



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6G8hoO8bSZE
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Lo
R
E!-'-i[-lﬁ'.‘?:“ How much do you know about the US Presidential Election?
Trivia Take this Trivia quiz and see!

Video

Election Day Trivia

A is is a system of government in which the people who live in
the country participate in the way their community runs.

A) Dictatorship  B) Aristocracy  C) Monarchy D) Democracy

6 How often does the United States elect a new president?
A)1Year B)2Years C)3Years D)4 Years

Which animal represents the DEMOCRATIC party?
A) Lion B)Elephant C)Donkey D) Bear

° Which animal represents the REPUBLICAN party?
A) Eagle B)Donkey C)Tiger D) Elephant

True or False? Election Day in the United States is always held on a Sunday.
A) True  B) False

° What month is Election Day held in the U.S.?
A) September  B) October C) November D) December

The decision to vote on a particular day during a particular month was
based on the calendar and activities of which profession?
A) Bankers  B) Lawyers C) Farmers D) Teachers

e Which amendment granted women the right to vote?
A)15th  B)19th C)24th D) 26th

True or False? The first televised presidential debate was in 1960.
A) True  B) False

@ How many electoral votes are needed to win the presidency?

A)270 B)300 C)538 D)100

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
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° True or False? Every state has the same number of electoral votes.
A) True  B) False

Which of the following states has the most electoral votes?
A) Texas B) Florida  C) California D) New York

What is the term for a candidate who is running for reelection?

A) Incumbent  B) Challenger C) Nominee D) Opponent

True or False? If no candidate receives a majority of electoral
college votes, the House of Representatives chooses the president.

A) True B) False

@ Which president famously defined democracy as "Government
of the people, by the people, for the people."

A) George Washington  B) Theodore Roosevelt
C) Abraham Lincoln D) Rutherford B. Hayes

True or False? The Democratic and Republican parties are the only
political parties in the United States.

A) True B) False

a What is the legal voting age in the United States? 7
A)16 B)18 C)21 D)25 [

@ At what age is a person eligible to be elected president?
A)25 B)30 C)35 D)40

True or False? The practice of mail-in voting started during the Civil War, to
allow soldiers to vote from the battlefield.

A) True  B) False

Which President was the first to use a telephone during a campaign?

A) John F. Kennedy  B) William McKinley
C) Theodore Roosevelt D) Benjamin Harrison

_—
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Election Day
Trivia
Answer Sheet

Directions:
Circle your answer for
each question below.

] 2

Name/Team Name:

1]]

1.A B C
2.A B C
3.A B C
4.A B C

5.True or False
6,A B C D

7.A B C D

8A B C D

O. True or False

10.A B C D

11. True or False

122A B C D

13.A B C D

14. True or False

15,A B C D

16. True or False

17.A B C D

1. A B C D

19. True or False Score:
200A B C D ____[20

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
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Election Day
Trivia
Answer Key

Directions:

If you'd 1like to check
student answers without the
video, here is the answer
key.

Trivia Video

ANSWER KEY

1. D) Democracy

11. False

2.D) 4 years 12. C) California

3. C) Donkey 13. A) Incumbent

4, D) Elephant 14. True

5. False 15. C) Abraham Lincoln

6.C) November 16. False

7. C) Farmers 17.B) 18

8. B) 19th 18.C) 35

9. True 19. True

10. A) 270

20. B) William McKinley

Thanks for playing!

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6G8hoO8bSZE

»— 9 Trivia Game Video Link
SO

>, Use the below links to access the video for this activity.
Click the title, image or link to get to the video!

VETERANS DAY TRIVIA VIDEQ

17 VETERANS DAY

FROM AMANDA ZIERA, THE WORD NERD

This link will take you to
the YouTube Video of
Veterans Day Trivia
questions:
https://youtu.be/XL70pN
sENNA?
sub_confirmation=1



https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XL70pNsENNA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1

VETERANS DAY - A HISTORY

Veterans Day used to be called Armistice Day. It became a holiday in 1938. This
holiday honors all military veterans who served our country.

: WHEN DID IT START AND WHY?
- It was made to remember the end of World War I. At first, it only celebrated World

War | veterans. Now, it honors all veterans, whether they served in war or peace.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower changed the name to Veterans Day to honor more
heroes.

WHEN IS VETERANS DAY?

Every year, Veterans Day is on November 11th. This date is special because it marks
the end of World War | on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918.
Many countries, like Canada, Great Britain, and Australia, also celebrate this day and
call it Remembrance Day. On this day, we thank veterans for their service and
sacrifices.

WHO IS CELEBRATED AND HOW?
Veterans Day also shows the diverse group of people who served in
the military. For example, 11% of veterans are women. About 19
million veterans live in the U.S. now. Veterans are honored in many
ways. One special place is Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia,
where many soldiers and their families are buried. The first
Veterans Day celebration was in Alabama. New York City has the
biggest and oldest Veterans Day parade, starting in 1919.

7

=

IS IT THE SAME AS MEMORIAL DAY?

This day is different from Memorial Day. Veterans Day honors all who
have served, while Memorial Day remembers those who died in military
service. Both days let us think about the bravery and sacrifices of our
armed forces.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
WITH THIS FUN QUIZ! ——

Created by The Word Nerd
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Trivia
Answer Sheet

Sk NN Directions:

& 'runmn RS .

. ‘R Write your answers on
the lines below.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Trivia
Video

Are you a Veterans Day
Trivia Victor?

www.amandazieba.com /20



https://www.youtube.com/watch?sub_confirmation=1&v=XL70pNsENNA&feature=youtu.be

22 VETERANS DAY . | |
TR'VIA QUIZ ,’ I Vet’iiiafrlisaDay
' " | Answer Sheet

Directions:
Circle your answer for
each question below.
FROM AMANDA ZIEGA, THE WORD NERD
Trivia
Video
Name/Team Name: EI 1"‘

[=]
1.A B C D :
2. W W E‘?".l

33A B C D

. True or False

. Veterans Day or Veteran's Day
C D

Score:

.A B
.A B
.A B
.A B
.A B
.A B
.A B
.A B

. True of False _/20

www.amandazieba.com




Veterans Day
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Trivia
Video

Are you a Veterans Day Trivia Victor? Take this Trivia quiz and see!

The original name for Veterans Day was

a) Army Day  b) Armed Forces Day c¢) Armistice Day  d) Arm Wrestling Day

a Armistice Day was created to commemorate the end of --.

W W

e In what year did Armistice Day officially become a holiday?

a) 1918 b)1924 ¢)1938  d) 1945

° At first, Veterans Day was only meant to celebrate World war 1 veterans.

a) True  b) False

When it comes to actually spelling out this holiday, which one is officially
correct?

a) Veterans Day b) Veteran's Day

It has changed a few times over the years, but ever since 1975, Veterans
Day is now always on...
a)Nov. 11 b) The Ist Tues of Nov.

c) The Ist Mon of Oct.  d) Oct. 25

0 Which President officially changed the name of the holiday from

Armistice Day to Veterans Day?
a) Jimmy Carter  b) Dwight D. Eisenhower

d) Gerald Ford

c) Franklin D. Roosevelt

As of 2022, which 3 states are home to the most veterans?
a) Wisconsin, Texas, Arizona
b) New York, Florida, Connecticut
c) Alaska, Virginia, Montana
d) New Mexico, South Carolina, Alabama

° Which other countries celebrate Veterans Day, but call it “Remembrance Day”?

a) Great Britain  b) Canada ¢) Australia  d) All of the Above

True or False: Veterans day honors all veterans who served honorably
regardless of whether during war or peace time.

b) False
www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
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As of today, What percentage of veterans are women?
a)5% b)10% ¢)15%  d) 20%

In which war did more veterans serve?
a) Vietnam War  b) Korean War

e How many veterans served in the Gulf War (1990-1991)?

a) I million  b) 3 million ¢) 5 million  d) 8 million

Arlington National Cemetery, where 400,000 service members and their
families are buried, is located in which state?

a) Maryland  b) Washington, D.C.  ¢) Virginia  d) Connecticut

@ Approximately how many veterans are living in the United States today?
a) 15 million b)) 19 million  ¢) 24 million  d) 37 million

@ Which city has been holding the largest and oldest Veterans Day parade,
dating back to 19197

a) Arlington, VA b) New York City, NY
c) Washington, D.C. d) Fort Liberty, NC

a The very first celebration referred to as “Veterans Day” was held in which

state?
a) Florida  b) California  ¢) Alabama d) Hawaii

G During the 2022 midterm elections, what percentage of candidates for the
US Senate, US House of Representatives or state governor claimed military
experience?

a)1% b)13% ¢)21% d)26%

@ March 13 is an additionally designated Veterans Day
for a special kind of veteran. Who?

a) K-9 Veterans  b) Military Spies
c) Missing in Action/Prisoner of War  d) Disabled Veterans

True or False: Veterans Day is different than Memorial Day.

a) True  b) False

x




29 VETERANS DAY ... | | Veterans Day
_ TR'V'A QU'Z ,’ Trivia

Answer Key

SR, o N E Directions:
: Tl;::".‘; ‘1 If you'd 1like to check
vou- AR BB . student answers without

: the video, here is the

FROM AMANDA ZIEBA, THE LUORD HERD MR answer key.

ANSWER KEY

1. C) Armistice Day 11.B) 10%

2. World War 2 12. A) Vietham War
. C) 1938 13. D) 8 Million served
. True 14. C) Virginia
. Veterans Day 15. B) 19 Million
. A) November 11 16. B) New York City, NY
. B) Dwight D. Eisenhower 17. C) Alabama
. C) Alaska, Virginia, Montana 18. C) 21%

D) All of the Above 19. A) K-9 Veterans

. True 20. True

Thanks for playing! Ei¥E Trivia
Check ocut more Brain Breaks % Video

on YouTube! e —

www.amandazieba.com



https://www.youtube.com/watch?sub_confirmation=1&v=XL70pNsENNA&feature=youtu.be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmbuIETuXfY

Picture Detective Round 2

Use the below links to access this activity in a variety of ways.
. C

PICTURE DETECTIVE CANVA SLIDES

This link will take you to a single Canva Slides
show that contains all four rounds of the game.
Round 2 starts on slide #27.

2]
%:%@-“

PICTURE DET E'(TIVE \.:. N3

Ty

s .&_(I >
\
d
\
\_.
F-—9N \ =
FROM THE WORD NERD \
. b
- \

Round 2 starts at the 4:00 minute mark!


https://www.canva.com/design/DAGOaqxLxDg/3GX7HtR7KX6npLxYMHYz8Q/edit?utm_content=DAGOaqxLxDg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmbuIETuXfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmbuIETuXfY

PicTurRE DETECTIVE RESSESERIIE ™3 pi(TURE DETECTIVE
BRAIN BREAK L = W= BRAIN BREAK

O HA| O EHAN|
LT R:und & T R:und &
E;EH?EEMW nswer .E:.. mﬁng nswer
Ot raray Sheet [ rL Sheet
Starts at Min Mark 4:00 Starts at Min Mark 4:00
What everyday item is pictured What everyday item is pictured
in each close up photograph? in each close up photograph?
1. 1.
2 2.
3 3
4 4
5 5
6 6.
7. 7
) 8
9. Q.
10. 10.

Print and cut in half vertically

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com



MODIFIED ANSWER SHEET

Eﬁ#&“ﬁ% Round 2 Eﬁ#ﬁ% Round 2
ﬁﬁﬁ Answer gl Answer
HOAEE  Sheet T Sheet
=larl A= =larl -
Starts at Min Mark 4:00 Starts at Min Mark 4:00
What everyday item is pictured What everyday item is pictured
in each close up photograph? in each close up photograph?

1. clam shell or oreo cookie 1. clam shell or oreo cookie

cigarette or sea plant cigarette or sea plant

mud or chocolate mud or chocolate

grass or paint brush grass or paint brush

cactus or watermelon rind
blonde beard

or spaghetti noodles

cactus or watermelon rind
blonde beard

or spaghetti noodles

o v ok~ WN
o vk WN

7. hon r candle wax
oney or candle wa 7. honey or candle wax

8. chameleon skin 8. chameleon skin

r hell
or pea seed she or pea seed shell

9. human hands 9. human hands

or wrinkled sheets or wrinkled sheets

10. lizard skin or cantaloupe 10. lizard skin or cantaloupe

Print and cut in half vertically
www.wordnerdcollaborative.com



PICTURE DETECTIVE
BRAIN BREAK

| B .
WEaT iS . eh
i-r ;A = Z

ROUND ®

WEar iS
iTd

ROUND ®

WEar iS
iTd

WEar iS
iTd

Picture Detective
Round #2

WEar iS
iTd

ROUND B

WEar iS

iTd
1
=

.

ar y a- P

. L | "8 s St
el " 8% VT 5 . 2
R S Dl

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com




> "s2 Picture Detective

N PrcTurRE DETECTIVE RESES

ni) SRAIN BREAK @ ‘%@V Round #2 --------------- .
2 é .

WEar iS : WEar iS !
iTd s iTd
=

& .
= R |
¢ - ¢
| » - : !‘ r | 8
- Wiy '
Ve -

ROuUND ' ROUND ®

Record Your Answers Here:

10.

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com




Round 2
Answer Sheet

What everyday item is pictured
in each close up photograph?

1. Oreo cookie

2. Cigarette
3.Chocolate Bar

4. Bird Feather

5. Cactus

6. Spaghetti Noodles
/. Honey

8. Chameleon

9. Human Hands

10. Cantaloupe

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmbuIETuXfY

Trivia Game Video Link

Use the below links to access the video for this activity.
Click the title, image or link to get to the video!

NFL FOOTBALL TRIVIA VIDEQ

This link will take you to the YouTube Video of World
Series Trivia questions: https://youtu.be/Thfw_elvUd8?
sub_confirmation=1



https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hfw_elvUd8
https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1

NFL Football
Trivia
Answer Sheet
Directions:

Write your answers on
the lines below.

=]
Rl

Name/Team Name: Trivia Video Zah

11.

12.

13

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

18

20.

How did you do?
Are you a the NFL Football Trivia

MVP?

www.amandazieba.com Score: /20




NFL Football
Trivia
Answer Sheet

Directions:
Write your answers on
the lines below.

Trivia Video

Name/Team Name:

1.A B CD
.A B C
.A B C D
. True or False
.A B C D
.A B C D

. True or False

and LAR _

s and Co

A B C D
Score: /20
LA B C D

How did you do?
True or False Are you a the NFL Trivia

AB C oD MVP?!9!

. A B C D
. True or False
.A B C D
.A B C

www.amahndazieba.com



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hfw_elvUd8

X
NFL Footbhall 7.
Trivia <-<7

Are you a NFL Football Trivia MVP? Take this Trivia quiz and see!

o The acronym NFL stands for...

a) Not For Long  b) National Football League
c) No Fun Lately  d) Nothing Fancy League

6 How many NFL stadiums use real, natural grass, rather than turf?

a)l0 b)13 )16

e The NFL officially began in what year?
a) 1910 b)1920 ¢)1930  d) 1940

° True or False: Footballs are made of PIG SKIN.

a) True  b) False

X ° Which NFL team has won more games than any other team?

a) Green Bay Packers  b) Buffalo Bills  ¢) New England Patriots  d) Dallas Cowboys

° Why was the huddle created?

a) An intimidation factor, to make the other team nervous about the next play.

b) The stadium was too loud to share a play. If they weren't in a huddle, they couldn't hear it.
c) A deaf player didn't want his hand signals to be seen by the other team.

d) It is a teammate bonding experience.

a A team needs at least 11 players for a game.
a) True  b) False

° American football evolved from what 2 sports?

° Which NFL team features a helmet logo on only one side of their helmet?
a) Cowboys  b) Steelers  ¢) Dolphins  d) Patriots

What is the oldest NFL franchise in continuous operation
with the same name in the same location?

c) Chicago Bears

b) Green Bay Packers

a) Cleveland Browns




° Los Angeles, the second largest media market, didn’t have
a football team between 1995 and 2015. Now they have 2. Who are they?

Los Angeles R and Los Angeles C

Q Which two NFL teams have an official marching band?

The B R
The W C

@ Which US president threatened to ban football?

a) Harry S. Truman  b) Woodrow Wilson
c) Bill Clinton d) Theodore Roosevelt

@ What is the correct geometry term for the shape of a football?

a) oblong sphere  b) ovaloid sphere
c) football shaped  d) prolate spheroid

@ True or False: NFL games have been played on every day of the week
a)True b) False

@ In what year did it become a requirement to wear a helmet while playing
professional football?

a)1921  b)1937  ¢)C1943  d)1950

Q Who is the only player in the NFL to receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of

Fame.
a) Terry Bradshaw  b) Peyton Manning  ¢) Tom Brady  d) Aaron Rodgers

True or False: Football is the most popular sport in the United States.
a) True b) False

How many cows does it take to make one full season’s
worth of NFL footballs?

a)150 b)800 ¢)600 d) 350

@ A football field is 100 yards long. How many feet is that?
a) 300 feet b) 360 feet c) 420 feet

s



https://www.factretriever.com/cow-facts

ANSWER KEY

1. B) National Football League

2.0)16
3. B) 1920
4, False

5. A) Green Bay Packers

6. C) A deaf player wanted to
hide his hand signals

/. True
8. Rugby and Soccer
9. B) Steelers

10. B) Green Bay Packers

NFL Football
Trivia
Answer Key

Directions:
If you'd like to check
8 student answers without
the video, here is the
answer key.
-

Triviav/ic?eo ; :‘j
11. LA Chargers & LA Rams
12. Ravens & Commanders
13. D) Theodore Roosevelt
14. D) prolate spheroid

15. True

16. C) 1943
17. A) Terry Bradshaw

18. True

19. C) 600

20. A) 300

Thanks for playing!
Check out more Brain Bregks on YouTube!

www.amandazieba.com

Score: / 20




Trivia Game Video Link

Use the below links to access the video for this activity.
Click the title, image or link to get to the video!

THANKSGIVING TRIVIA VIDEQ

This link will take you to
the YouTube Video of
Halloween Trivia
questions:
https://youtu.be/3TQyNi
mRrew?
sub_confirmation=1



http://youtube.com/watch?sub_confirmation=1&v=3TQyNimRrew&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TQyNimRrew
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/5PcdQdY9dQA
https://youtu.be/3TQyNimRrew?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/3TQyNimRrew?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/3TQyNimRrew?sub_confirmation=1

Name/Team Name:

Thanksgiving
Day Trivia
Answer Sheet

Directions:
Write your answers on
the lines below.

Trivia Video

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

How did you do? Are you a
Thanksgiving Trivia ROCKSTAR?!?!

www.amandazieba.com

Score: /20



http://youtube.com/watch?sub_confirmation=1&v=3TQyNimRrew&feature=youtu.be
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Thanksgiving Trivia

Are you a Thanksgiving Trivia Rockstar? Take this Trivia quiz and see!

a How long was the first Thanksgiving celebration?

a)3days b)oneweek c)tendays d)one month

a Who was the first president to pardon a turkey?
a) Thomas Jefferson  b) John F. Kennedy  c¢) Richard Nixon  d) Jimmy Carter

What year was the 1st Thanksgiving NFL Football game?
a)1924  b)1934 ¢)1944 d)1954

What Native American tribe celebrated the first Thanksgiving with the Pilgrims?
a) The Oneida  b) The Sioux  ¢) The Wampanoag  d) The Chippewa

° True or False? Female turkeys do not gobble. Only male turkeys gobble.

a) True  b) False

What percentage of Americans skip turkey on Thanksgiving?
a)2% b)12% ¢)24% d)30%

Which president made Thanksgiving a permanent holiday?
a) John Adams  b) Abraham Lincoln  ¢) Calvin Coolidge

How many calories (on average) are consumed, per person, at
Thanksgiving dinner?
a) 2,300 calories  b) 4,500 calories  ¢) 5,700 calories  d) 8,000 calories

° When was the first turkey trot?
Trivia

a)1896  b)1908 ¢)1923  d) 1951

@ Black Friday is the biggest day of the year for what trade profession?

a) Masons  b) Electricians  ¢) Dental Hygienists  d) Plumbers
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o How many pumpkin pies are consumed in the United States on
Thanksgiving?

a) 5 million  b) 15 million  ¢) 50 million  d) 500 million

@ True or False: Americans prefer Pumpkin Pie over Apple Pie.

a) True  b) False

G What year did the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade start?
a)1900  b)1928  ¢)194]

What percentage of Americans prefer Thanksgiving leftovers to
Thanksgiving dinner?

a) 20% b)40% c)60% d)80%

@ In 1992 this comedian released his famous "Thanksgiving Song."
a) Will Smith  b) Jimmy Fallon  ¢) Adam Sandler  d) Weird Al Yankovic

@ When was the GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE introduced to Thanksgiving
dinners?
a)1938 b)1955 <)1971 d) 1980

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, how much does the
heaviest turkey on record weigh?

a) 57lbs.  b)79lbs. ¢)86lbs. d)105 lbs.

@ Statistically, what is American's favorite Thanksgiving side dish?
a) Cranberries  b) Stuffing  ¢) Mashed Potatoes

Q True or False: The name of the Native American interpreter who
helped the Pilgrims was Squanto. a

a) True b) False

@ Which president refused to celebrate Thanksgiving?
a) Thomas Jefferson b) Grover Cleveland  C) Zachary Taylor




Thanksgiving
Trivia
Answer Sheet

Directions:
Circle your answer for
each question below.

Trivia Video

Name/Team Name:

1..A B C D

2.A B C D
3.1934 or 1954
4.A B C D

5. True or False
6

7

8

12% or 22% or  32%
. John Abrams or Abraham Lincoln or Calvin Coolidge
C D
9. C D
10. C D
11. C D
12. True or False
13. 1900 or 1928 or 1941
14.18% or 50% or 68% or 80%
15.A B C D
16.A B C D
17. 38 pounds or 59 pounds or 86 pounds
18. Cranberries or Stuffing or Mashed Potatoes
19. True or False
20. Thomas Jefferson or Grover Cleveland Score:

or Zachary Taylor _/ 20

www.amandazieba.com




Thanksgiving
Trivia
Answer Key

Directions:

If you'd like to check
student answers without
the video, here is the
answer key.

ANSWER KEY

1. A) 3 Days 11. C) 50 million

2. B)John F. Kennedy 12. False
. 1934 13. 1928
. €) The Wampanoag 14. 80%
. True 15. C) Adam Sandler
. 12% 16. B) 1955

. Abraham Lincoln 17. 86 pounds

. B) 4,500 calories 18. Stuffing

. A) 1896 19. True

D) Plumbers 20. Thomas Jefferson

Trivia Video

Thanks for playing! EpEs
Check out more Brain Breaks #:*."-'

on YouTube! i 301
EI

www.amandazieba.com
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'HOW TO USE

THE WRITING PROMPTS

How do we get better at any skill? We practice. If you want to be a better free-throw
shooter, you get on the line and shoot free throws. If you want to be a faster swimmer,
you get in the pool. The same is true for writing. The more we do it, the better we get.

In my classroom, this looks like ten minutes of writing every day. We start at five minutes
a day the first week and build up, adding a minute a week, until we reach ten. The
prompts in this resource will help you make that practice fun and engaging and also
purposeful. The prompts will cover a variety of high interest topics, purposes and forms
including fiction, nonfiction, and reflections, with an emphasis on building staming, idea
generation, and enjoyment. When applicable, | call out the genre focus and/or specific
skill being practiced. Also, below you can see a list of Common Core State Standards
(ccss) that are routinely addressed and covered by doing these daily writing prompts.

e Writing CCSS: W 6-8.2, W 6-8.3, W 6-8.4, W 6-8.5, W 6-8.9, W 6-8.10

If you want, keep these “curriculum and standard” pieces of information to yourself, go
for it! There is no need to let the kids know we have a secret plan to trick them into being
better writers and hating it a little bit less each day!

You can either print the following prompt pages for students to directly write on (and
then keep in a folder/binder) or project the prompt (via these SLIDES) onto a
whiteboard/screen and have students do their writing in a dedicated notebook.
Whatever works best for you... go for it!

My hope is that the daily practice becomes something that students look forward to
rather than dread. | hope that as students see the words and ideas pile up, their
confidence grows. | hope that by having this resource of high-quality, ready to go
prompts, your life will be made just little bit easier!

Happy Writing!

Lear‘ning with the -
({8 \RiRHE!

lne ot
arrie i

You

(https://youtu.be/I7TUWA-pw040Q?sub_confirmation=1)

P.S. For more ideas on how
to get reluctant writers
going, watch this video.

o



https://www.canva.com/design/DAG13eiAAuY/-vVz8f1JLFtV3LRCM64e7g/edit?utm_content=DAG13eiAAuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7UWA-pwO4Q
https://youtu.be/l7UWA-pwO4Q?sub_confirmation=1

MULTI- USE

FORMS

The following pages will be used multiple times
throughout the resources, but are included just
once to save space.

* Free Write Fridays
e Gem and Opportunity Feedback Sheets
* Writing Rubric Sheets

@czws AND opponrumn;s"’%

Uik o FigeaiData Wrillen

0PPORTUNITIES ™

FINAL COMMENTS ..

Task 0 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = __ /10

Created by the Word Nerd




NAME:

WRITING PROMPTS

Choice A:

Go back and add
onto a story you
started earlier this
week.

Choice B:
Write about a topic
of your choice.

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Created by the Word Nerd

Teacher Comments:




s

My Name:
Name of classmate | am reviewing:
Date:

Title of Piece/Date Written

OPPORTUNITIES 7

LIST OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
WRITER TO IMPROVE

LIST SEVERAL THINGS THE
WRITERS DOES WELL

FINAL COMMENTS

WRITE ANY FINAL COMMENTS OR FEEDBACK HERE:
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Use this rubric to first communicate your writing expectations
to students and then to evaluate the writing products they
create. Students and/or peers can also use this rubric to
self/peer score/evaluate the pieces of writing.

The rubric can be found at the bottom of each prompt for
edsy access for both you and your students. There is also a
page with 3 rubrics to print and cut for use with this or other
writing tasks.

| assign 2 points if the task was completed and done well, 1 if
the task was attempted but not mastered, and 0 if the task
was not attempted at all.

Task 0 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Again, the Writing CCSS routinely covered and
practiced with these prompts include:
W 6-8.2, W 6-8.3, W 6-8.4, W 6-8.5, W 6-8.9, W 6-8.10

Created by the Word Nerd



Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = __ /10
Comments:

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = __ /10
Comments:

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
Comments:




November 3-7

Who Would You Pick?

Style/skills:
Personal Reflection

Persuasion

What Would This
Robot Do?

Style/skills:
Creative Thinking
Science Fiction
Description

Word Choice Word
Play

Style/Skills:
Word Choice
Figurative Language
Strong Verls

Free Write Friday

Write whatever you'd
like... including

continuing a past
prompt. :

Majestic Mutations

Style/Skills:
Creative Thinking
Description
Science Fiction

/You can
project the
= @ prompt using
" these SLIDES!
R I SLIBES
- i "' * -
§ -
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NAME:

If you were old enough to vote
for President and you could pick
anyone in the entire US, who

would you pick and why? Make

sure to clearly explain why you
think this person is qualified and
would do a good job leading
our nation.

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Task 1]

V¥ Rubric

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,

diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

What would
this robot
do?

Write a
scene
explaining.
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www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Task

Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10



NAME:

“Letitia Hellion
fished between Conrad
and Piper and found
that she had been
completely unable to
hook them.” — from: The
Girl Who Could Fly

by Victoria Forester

Try to do the same by
writing a sentence
with these one of thes
word pairs, or create &
word pair of your ow

Verb #1
fished
gather
demand
protect
fence

collect

require
guard
contain

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Task

V¥ Rubric

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME: BH.

—_ Let's Get Creative!

Create a new creature that is a mutation of a shark.

Describe its physical features, habitat, diet and activities.

A #
b N f
\ Al
2 XL T
! 3 = . K
= i

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Teacher Comments:

V¥ Rubric

Task 1] 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,

diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = Mo



An Ocean Sized
Forest

Style/Skills:
Géatlye Writing
Dystopian Genre

Why Do You Shine?

Style/Skills:
Personal Reflection

Lost at the Museum

Style/Skills:
5ryeat|ve Writing

Setting Details

Free Write Friday

Write whatever you'd
like... including
continuing a past
prompt.r;s

Talking with Gramps

Style/Skills;
Dialogue Writing

Characterization

/You can

project the

= prompt using
T -ﬂ% these SLIDES!
gk
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NAME:

Write a
scene

using this

prompt.

Instead of the oceans
covering the earth, forests
have grown up in their place,
making it possible to walk
from continent to continent.

Like oceans, the forests get
deeper and darker and
creatures get more
aggressive and rarer to see
the farther in you go.

You are tasked to document
a trek through one of the
ocean-forests of your choice.

Adapted by Amanda Zieba
From: Promptuarium

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Task

V¥ Rubric

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,

diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

Make a List

Why do

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

next?

v e

~

A MID-FIELD TRIP NAP-DIDN'T SEEM LIKE A
BAD IDEA AT THE TIME, BUT WHEN YOU
WOKE UP... YOU KNEW THAT YOU
UNDERESTIMATED THE CIRCUMSTANCES.

T 4o ;

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10



NAME: BH-

Write a scene of dialogue between the two of you.

Dialog

words spoken out loud
by characters in a story

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task 0 1 2 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10



November 17-21

A New Discovery

Style/skills:
SClence Fiction
Descriptive Writing

Big Things Start
Small

Style/skills:
Personql Reflection

%/Iotlvatlonql Writing
Persuoswe

Family Celebrations

Style/Sskills:
Personal Reflection

DeSCI’IptIOH

Came From Nowhere

Style/skills:
Creatlve Writing

Predictions
Time/Transition/Loca

tion Words

Free Write Friday

Write whatever you'd
like... including
continui g a past
prompt.rzs

/You can

project the
prompt using
these SLIDES!



https://www.canva.com/design/DAG13eiAAuY/-vVz8f1JLFtV3LRCM64e7g/edit?utm_content=DAG13eiAAuY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton

NAME:

Astronauts
discovered this
creature on a
new planet.
Make a list of

questions and/
or facts about it!

What does'it e

¥

at?

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

""Don't ever let someone call your
1life, your dreams little."

—from: Ghost by Jason Reynolds

WRITE ABOUT YOURSELF OR
A CHARACTER AND THEIR
BIG DREAMS!

WHAT DO THEY WANT TO
DO?

WHAT IS THEIR PLAN?

jasonreynolds

LB0H

NpEY

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task 1] 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = Mo

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

The

motorcycle
came out of

nowhere...

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Task

V¥ Rubric

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,

diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



Three Things

Fortune Cookie y
Happened...
Style/skills: PP .
Creative Writing Style/Skills:
Prediction Chronological Order
Content Flow

Transition Words

Searching for More

Perfect Day

Style/Skills: Style/skills:
Personal Reflection Cross Curricu%um
Connections (Social

Studies/History)
Creative Writing

ey
s -H

Free Write Friday *‘; « b

/You can

project the
prompt using
these SLIDES!

Write whatever you'd
like... including
continuing a past
prompt.r:B
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NAME:

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME: R
(0]

USE THIS LINE TO START YOUR OWN STORY

) “Three important things happened _ F@M:

W’ 1in the second half of that year.”

~from: Jefferson’s Sons by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

IDEAS/STRATEGIES

« CREATE YOUR LIST FIRST

e THINK ABOUT THE ORDER YOU WANT TO
SHARE THE ITEMS

« TRY TO ADD A SURPRISING ITEM
* IF YOU CAN'T THINK OF ANYTHING, THINK

ABOUT WHAT YOUDON'T WANT TO
HAPPEN AND MAKE THAT LISTI

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Task 0 1 2 Teacher Comments:

V¥ Rubric

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,

diary entry, etc.)
Total Points = ___[10




NAME:

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:



NAME:

Write a
scene

using the

Image
and/or
the words

what they'd
been
searching
for. It was
more.

WRITING PROMPT

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___[10

Teacher Comments:
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Theme lesson

Review the story element of theme
through..

Definition slides

Literary and film examples
Interactive exploration group
activity

Individual writing assessment
+ rubric

Created b(t){ The Word Nerd, Amanda ’ ieha




Theme lesson

Hey there, Ieacher Friend!

Theme can be a hard lesson to teach, in part because it feels (especially to a
middle schooler) so abstract. This lesson is my attempt to make this story
element more concrete (and hopefully engaging and fun).

First, introduce or review theme through direct instruction slides and note taking
sheets as well as literary and film examples (links included for read aloud and
film clips).

Then, their knowledge into action! Print pages 95-105 for a group exploration
activity. Make them big! Laminate them for reuse... or keep them as single pages
and have students rotate from table to table recording their ideas... it’s up to you
and what you think will work best for you/your students/your classroom
environment.

On each poster, students will record books and movies they think showcase the
targeted theme. There is also a space for them to include evidence to support
their choice. Set a timer, give students a dedicated time at each poster and the
rotate. Hopefully, seeing other examples will jog their memory and help them
think of more examples. If you are worried they won’t be able to come up with
any at the first station on their own, add one in yourself to get them going.

After students have been to all the stations, share the themes and their
examples aloud. Ask students which they think best exemplifies each theme and
why. Each individual or small group could prepare a statement to share with the
class, identifying their choice and argument in favor of their exemplar example.
(page 106) Then, share them aloud! Perhaps a healthy discussion will ensue! (At
least, that is my goal/hope!)

Finally, vote! Come up with a BEST EXAMPLE LIST and post it in your classroom.
In future class periods, compare the results from class to class. Bonus tip: Have
some of the books the students mention on hand to disperse to students
suddenly interested in checking them out. And one last idea, you could do a
grade level vote for the movies that were suggested and watch it as a reward
for excellent engagement and participation.

QB Happy Teaching!




Theme lesson

lable of Confents

Examples in Literature and Film List ... 90

Link to Direct Instruction Slides ... 91

Student Note Taking Sheets ... 91-94

Interactive Exploration/Poster Activity ... 95-105
Student Response Worksheet ... 106

\@@W

Created by The Word Nerd




Theme lesson

Examples in Literature and Film

Circle of Life
e Film: The Maker (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDXQioU OKM) or Bao
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7q2HGxwu8Ms)
o Literature: Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls and Sadako and the Thousand
Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr

Coming of Age
e Film: La Luna (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UMecxjQAVk)
o Literature: The Lost Year by Katherine Marsh and/or Ender’'s Game Orson Scott Card

Faith vs. Doubt
e Film: Coin Operated (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=5L4DQfVicdqg)
e Literature: The Giver by Lois Lowry and/or Divergent by Veronica Roth

Fate vs. Free Will
o Film: Umbrella (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIFOKpEY2Q)
e Literature: A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat

Good vs. Evil
e Film: A Joy Story (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQGuVKHtrxc)
e Literature: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle and/or Between Monsters and Marvels by
Alysa Wishingrad

Hubris
o Film: Lifted (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVLoc6FrLiO)
e Literature: Percy Jackson and The Lightening Thief by Rick Riordan

Identity
o Film: Snack Attack (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YSxJngCr8l)
e Literature: The Crossover by Kwame Alexander and/or Okay Witch by Emma Steinkellner

Justice
e Film: The Bridge (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ X AfRk9F9w)
e Literature: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins and The Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard

Pursuit of Love
o Film: The Blue Umbrella (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5aziLb8lrl)
e Literature: The Selection and One for the Murphys

Revenge
e Film: Presto (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Wa4gLSn8Hc)
¢ Literature: Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi

Survival
o Film: Partly Cloudy (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfyJOEIsSMt0)
e Literature: Alone by Megan E. Freeman

The Word Nerd



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDXOioU_OKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7q2HGxwu8Ms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7UMecxjQAvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5L4DQfVIcdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl1FOKpFY2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQGuVKHtrxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVLoc6FrLi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVLoc6FrLi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_X_AfRk9F9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5aziLb8IrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Wa4gLSn8Hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfyJQEIsMt0

Use these
to introduce/review
Theme.

https.//www.canva.com/design/DAF5thmrS00/vviGm2CrZb9PgbvWRH
RFtg/edit?

utm_ content=DAF5thmrS00&utm_campaign=designshare&utm__mediu
m=link2&utm_source=sharebutton

£

7

** Use the following pages for
your students to take notes.

Created b} The Word Nerd, Amanda ’ ieha
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Notes Sheet

Theme
A
Q e A or “take away” learned or
experienced through the and

their situation.

e |f done well, theme can add a meaningful

to a story that will help you _
the story to your real life as well as learn an
important lesson.

e Themeis than
Q e Theme occurs ____ times throughout the
story.
e Theme can be or obvious.

e Theme can also be defined as the
or underlying

If you had to tell a new student who missed today’s lesson
about theme, how would you explain it in your own words?

O



THEME NOTES

CIRCLE OF LIFE

COMING OF AGE

FAITH VS. DOUBT

FATE VS. FREE WILL

GOOD VS. EVIL

HUBRIS




THEME NOTES

IDENTITY

JUSTICE

PURSUIT OF LOVE

SURVIVAL

ADDITIONAL NOTES




heme: Circle of Life

Definition:

Books with this theme explore the ideas
that what comes around, goes around and
that life isn’t a permanent state. These

Q books help us understand that death is an
evolution rather than THE END.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Coming of Age

Definition:

This theme involves the intense
experiences of transitioning from a child
to an adult, and how these growing up
Q experiences shape the future of the main

character.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Faith vs. Doubt

Definition:

Whether it’s faith in a religion, a higher

being, other people, or belief in their own

self, believing is is a difficult task for the

O main character in books with this theme.
Through the story they discover if their

long held faith is worth hanging on to.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models



heme: Fate vs. Free Will

Definition:

The main character ponders how much of
our actions as humans are decided by
fate and how much is dictated by free will.
Q These main characters wonder: are we in
control of our own lives, or not?

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Good vs. Evil

Definition:
This story features an external battle
between good and evil forces... a battle

whose outcome will have a large impact.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Hubris

Definition:

A story in which the main character
exudes excessive self-confidence as well
as the terrible decisions that arise from it.

O (Hint: often found in mythology)

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: |dentity

Definition:

The main character wrestles with the

question: Who am [|? “Ildentity” refers to

the qualities that make one person

O different from another. How much of a
difference exists between one person and

another? |Is that different important?

Why?

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Justice

Definition:
What makes a society just? Justice, in its
broadest sense, is the concept that
individuals are to be treated in a manner
Q that is equitable and fair. These theme
looks at the consequences of just and
unjust actions and what qualifies those
actions to be just and/or unjust.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Pursuit of Love

Definition:

Some say love is the most important thing

in the entire world. Whether it’s romantic,

familial, or platonic love, this kind of story

Q is about a person’s quest to find love and
the conflict that comes from pursuing it.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Revenge

Definition:

This story follows a character as they

attempt to find and put right wrongs that

have been committed. Revenge is

O tempting, but is it worth it? Can revenge
beget justice? And How far is too far?

These are the questions a main character

grapples with in a story with this theme.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



heme: Survival

Definition:

The literary theme of survival applies to

stories about being about fighting against

nature to stay alive, but it also applies to
Q stories about the survival of ideas,

groups, and society/humanity-at-large.

Examples

In the space below, list examples of books and
movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

O

As a group, identify the example that best models
this theme. Circle it or mark it with a star.



Name:

Chosen Theme:

Book/Movie:
Author/Screen Writer:

Directions: Use the space below to explain how your chosen
story showcases the identified theme. Remember to use
specific examples as evidence to support your answer.




PAGE VS. SCREEN

Analyzing How a Story is Seen




PAGE VS. SCREEN

AN INTERACTIVE LESSON ON BOOKS AND MOVIES

There are all sorts of ways to tell a story and all sorts of things we can
learn about storytelling by experiencing different versions.

This resource will help you and students
deconstruct and compare different versions
of a story, specifically, books and movies. The
goal is to better understand how a story is
made and how story elements impact a
reader, all while focusing on my favorite part
of stories... enjoying them!

Standards Covered in this Rescurce

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the
overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the
theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.7
Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to
listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text,
including contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when reading the text to
what they perceive when they listen or watch.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.9
Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and
poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their
approaches to similar themes and topics.

If you have any questions while using
this resource, feel free to reach out!

wordnerdeamandazieba.com

Happy teaching, reading, watching
and writing!

Amanda Zieba
(aka: The Word Nerd)



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/7/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/9/
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PAGE VS. SCREEN

Analyzing How a Story is Seen

Read chapter 1 of your chosen story.
You can either do this directly from
a physical copy of the book, or if
you don't have access to the book,
head to Amazon.com and click
“read sample”.

Wonder Hardee

ELLER » Mollions o people Bave fallem in bave with Auggle Puliman, an ordiasey bay with 2
that U . spart we are. flead the book o
3 major meitien plrturs, snd the ritically acclabmad graphic novel White Sid

Watch the movie. Watch as long as
you'd like, but | recommend (for the
sake of the activity) to watch until the

end of the chapter 1 event. Later you
can come back and watch more as a
reward for finishing the

book/activity/etc. You know your

school best, so watch via
DVD/Streaming/etc. as your school
allows. Do not just show the trailer...
more on this soon. :)

Step 2:

Go to ScreenWritersNetwork.org

and search for your movie script.
You can either print a few pages of
the script or have students read
directly from the website. To help
your students understand the lingo
and abbreviations that come with
this format, use this brief slideshow.

Step 4:

Compare! Using the next few pages,

record important information about
each version of the story and then,
look for similarities and differences.
Use these as the pre-writing phrase
for any longer pieces of writing you'd
like your students to complete.

Standards Covered in this Resource

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into
the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of
the theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.7

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem
to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the
text, including contrasting what they "see" and "hear" when reading
the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.9

Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories
and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their
approaches to similar themes and topics.



https://www.screenwritersnetwork.org/script/
https://www.slideserve.com/diem/screenplay-directions
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/7/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/9/

C3 Story

=1 Story Elements

Directions: Read/listen to the

first chapter of the book,
read the first scene of the

CaCPTR screen play and watch the

C3 = Character, Conflict, Climax ) play .

S = Setting first scene of the movie. For

P = Point of View each, identify as many story

T =Theme element pieces as possible.
R = Resolution

Screen Play Movie
Chapter 1 Scene 1 Scene 1

Title

Author/
Writer

Characters

Setting

Conflict

Point of
View

Additional
Details

Now that you've experienced 3 different forms of the story, which do you prefer and why? Which version was the strongest/most
impactful/enjoyable? Why? Jot a few notes below and then use this page to write a full response (per your teacher’s instructions.)




Name:

*, Compare and Contrast

Find a book that has been turned into a movie. Read the book’s blurb (summary
on the back cover or inside flap or Amazon description) and also watch the
movie version trailer (search on YouTube). Then compare and contrast these
two “introductions” to the story. If you are stuck, ask yourself the below
questions to generate some ideas.

Questions to ask yourself:

1. Was character or plot more strongly emphasized? How did this focus impact my first impression?
2.Did the “introduction” lean heavily into the celebrity status of the author/creators/actors?
3.What additional elements (images, sound effects, music, visuals, endorsements, awards) were

present? How did they affect your first impression?

Wrp  Wovje

Overall, which introduction version (the blurb or the movie trailer) did a better job of making you want to
read/experience the story? Why? Be specific! What elements pulled you in?
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\"I‘Analyzing How a Story is Seen

[ ]

Option 1
Using what you now know about
screenplays, write a script for you
and a partner (or small group)
infroducing your audience to a story
that has been turned into both a
book and a movie. In your script
highlight several positive features
from each form. Encourage your
audience to experience both versions
and then make up their mind about
which was better, the book or the
movie. Practice your script and then
perform it for your classmates!

Option 3

Create a powerpoint or slide show

presentation explaining the
differences between the multiple
versions of the story. Add in your
opinions and how you think the
author would feel about the way their
story is being presented now. Do your
best to include specific examples
from all three versions (book,
screenplay and movie).

Option 2

Create a billboard promoting your
chosen story. Include information
about both the book and movie,
about the writer and actors. Work to
include story elements and visually
represent them in an appealing and
clear way. Your goal is to convince
students to give the story a try!

Option 4

Create your own trailer video for this

book. (Canva and iMovie will work
well for this!). Work to include as
many story elements as possible and
also film effects like music. Study
other examples to give you ideas!
Keep the target audience and what
will appea to them, in mind!

No matter what option
you choose, have fun
showcasing what you

have learned!
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MULTLIPLE FORMS OF MEDIA

USING THE S.P.A.R.K. FRAMEWORK
7TH GRADE ELA

LESSON FOCUS:

Students will compare and contrast how the
true story of Arthur the dog is presented in:
* Hollywood film

* Nonfiction news articles

* Documentary/interview footage

Students will analyze:

¢ Media Choices

* Author’s Purpose

e Accuracy vs Entertainment

* How Different Formats Shape Audience
Emotions

STANDARDS COVERED:

Primary Standard
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.7

Compare and contrast a text to an
audio, video, or multimedia version of
the text.

Layered Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1

Cite several pieces of textual evidence
to support analysis.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.6

Determine an author’s point of view or
purpose and analyze how the author

| distinguishes that position.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

L How do different forms of media change the way a true story is told?

-

.

LEARNING TARGETS:

Students can:
* Compare how a story is presented across
media forms

Identify similarities and differences
between fictional and nonfiction
accounts

Explain how filmmakers and journalists
shape audience emotions

s Support ideas with evidence

~

MATERIALS NEED

Movie: Arthur the King £
(watch free, here.)

ED

Nonfiction Articles
The Guardian Article:
| Met Arthur”

“The Day

History vs Hollywood: Arthur
the King True Story Comparison

-

SPARK

: Start with the Hook
Provide Content

: Ask and Guide Thinking

: Respond Through Writing
: Keep it Going

AL >TVTO



https://athome.fandango.com/content/browse/details/Arthur-the-King/3020941
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/jul/20/mikael-lindnord-arthur-dog-jungle-excerpt?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/jul/20/mikael-lindnord-arthur-dog-jungle-excerpt?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/jul/20/mikael-lindnord-arthur-dog-jungle-excerpt?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.historyvshollywood.com/reelfaces/arthur-the-king/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.historyvshollywood.com/reelfaces/arthur-the-king/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.historyvshollywood.com/reelfaces/arthur-the-king/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.historyvshollywood.com/reelfaces/arthur-the-king/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

LESSON PLAN -

S — START WITH A HOOK (5 MINUTES)

. HOOK QUESTION:
Start with u . .
a Hook to If Hollywood turns a true story into a movie,

Grab should they stick to the facts or make it more
Attention dramatic?”

STUDENTS:

e Discuss with a partner, stand on a continuum, or vote:
o FACTS FIRST
o ENTERTAINMENT FIRST

INTRODUCE THE “HOLLYWOOD OR REAL LIFE?” GAME

TELL STUDENTS:
“As we watch scenes from Arthur the King,

your job is to predict: Did this REALLY happen..
or did Hollywood change it?”

STUDENTS VOTE AFTER EACH CLIP:
e Real
e Hollywood

Clip 1 Clip2 &) L=~ ¥ ‘Ic|ip3
“The Meatball Scene” “Arthur Refuses to “The Kayaking Rescue”
Leave”
Approximate Time: Approximate Time:
18:00-21:00 Approximate Time: 1:18:00-1:24:00
43:00-48:00
Purpose: Purpose: Arthur jJumps
Arthur first bonds with Purpose: Arthur into dangerous water
the team after being continues following the and the team risks the
fed. racers through harsh race to save him.
_J terrain. |




P — PROVIDE SHORT CONTENT (60 MINUTES) ¥ = e 1olF
&

EACH CHECKPOINT
THROUGHOUT THE

Provide short, PLACE 4 SIGNS AROUND THE CLASSROOM: LESSON. (APPROX. 15

accessible . kS|
content to build e JUNGLE ~ MIN PER CHECKPOINT)

skills and e MOUNTAIN - -
background e RIVER ** At each checkpoint include
knowledge instrucions as well as the printed
e FINISH LINE article and device necessary to
watch the designated clip.

ADVENTURE RACE CHECKPOINTS ACTIVITY

CHECKPOINT #1: JUNGLE

Read Nonfiction Excerpt from: The Guardian Article

AS YOU READ, THINK ABOUT:
e Arthur following the racers
e Mikael feeding Arthur
e the emotional bond

AFTERWARD, DISCUSS:
¢ What stayed the same?
e What did the movie dramatize?
* Why would filmmakers make changes?
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CHECKPOINT #2: MOUNTAIN L
d %—:_- ey ] "'I:
] .
et o ARTHUR

Watch This ESPN Documentary Clip. [ErE=es

AS YOU WATCH/LISTEN, THINK ABOUT:
e Which version feels more emotional?
e Which feels more trustworthy?
e How are documentaries different from Hollywood movies?

AFTERWARD, DISCUSS WITH YOUR THOUGHTS WITH YOUR RACE
TEAMMATES.



https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2016/jul/20/mikael-lindnord-arthur-dog-jungle-excerpt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=42WVC9ppwUg
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CHECKPOINT #3: RIVER ﬁfﬁ-ﬂ!ﬁ"

(=B I =L ar] 8

Rewatch Movie Clip #3 - The Kayaking Rescue
(1:18:00-1:24:00)

AS YOU WATCH, ASK YOURSELF:
If YOU were directing this scene, how would
you make it even more emotional?

POSSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
e Music

e Slow Motion

Camera Angles
Lighting

Sound Effects
Embellish PLot

THEN DISCUSS:
e Would those changes make the story more entertaining... or less

accurate?
N T\ .
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CHECKPOINT #4: FINISH LINE
Read this nonfiction article from
History vs. Hollywood
AS YOU READ, THINK ABOUT:
Which change surprised you the most? HISTORY VS. HOLLYWOOD

THEN, DISCUSS:
1.Why do you think filmmakers made that change?
2.Which change do you think was unnecessary?
3.Which version of Arthur's story would you trust most?
(Movie, Article or Documentary) Why?



https://athome.fandango.com/content/browse/details/Arthur-the-King/3020941

] A — ASK AND GUIDE \ S
(10 MINUTES) s

Ask and

guide FULL CLASS DISCUSSION

thinking WIth | Dose these questions to student. Aask them to

prompts ] discuss in their racing groups and pick a
spokesperson to share when their group is called
upon.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What details stayed the same across all versions?

Sentence Starter:
e “Both the movie and nonfiction texts show...”

2. What changes did the filmmakers make?

Sentence Starter:
e “The movie version changed...”

3. What was the purpose of each media form?

Sentence Starters:
e “The filmmakers wanted viewers to..."
e “The article focused on..."
e “The documentary emphasized..”

4. What evidence supports your thinking?

Sentence Starter:
e “In the article, it states...”
e “In the movie clip, viewers can see...”




R — RESPOND WITH WRITING (15 MINUTES)

WRITING PROMPT:

Respond ) . . .
through | Compare how Arthur's story is told in the movie,

quickwritingl Nnonfiction article, and documentary/interview clips.
or discussion

STUDENTS SHOULD:
e |dentify similarities
e |dentify differences
e Explain which version felt most powerful or trustworthy
e Use evidence

OPTIONAL WRITING FRAME:

“The movie, article, and documentary all show _____ . However, the
movie changes ________. The most effective versionwas ____
because

B@ K — KEEP IT GOING! (15 MINUTES)

FINAL ACTIVITY:
NEWS REPORTER VS MOVIE TRAILER

STUDENTS WORK IN PAIRS. Steps:

PARTNER 1: CREATES A DRAMATIC MOVIE TRAILER 1. Write Script

VOICEOVER. 9.Practice
Example: “One dog. One impossible journey. One 8.Perform

team fighting for survival..”

(Goal Length = 20-40 sec)

PARTNER 2: CREATE A FACTUAL NEWS REPORT
VERSION.
Example: "Adventure racer Mikael Lindnord
encountered a stray dog during a race in Ecuador...

SHARE OUT
STUDENTS PRESENT MINI PERFORMANCES TO THE
CLASS.




o> >z - SUMMATIVE
;;&;g;%is ESSAY ASSESSMENT

_-——-’_’-‘—-‘—_-‘ —
o= = Arthur the King <
R CUMPARlNG STORIES ACROSS MULTIPLE FORMS OF MEDlA i

This extension turns the lesson into a meaningful summative assessment while still
feeling connected to the engaging activities students already completed. It naturally
assesses: media comparison, ‘W textual evidence, & and author’'s purpose without
requiring teachers to create a completely separate assignment.

(©) PureosE :

Students will write a multi-paragraph essay
comparing how Arthur’s story is told through:

g the Hollywood film version,

nonfiction articles,

.-.“ and documentary/interview footage.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RIL.7.7
Compare and contrast a text to an
audio, video, or multimedia version
of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL7.1

Cite several pieces of textual
evidence to support analysis.

Students will analyze:

ss» similarities and differences,
“a* media choices,

‘& emotional impact,

s author/director purpose,

&' and use evidence to support ideas.
— J

ﬁ SIIGEESTED ESSAY LENGTH

s 4-5 paragraphs
. Approx:rnately 500-800 words

. SUGGESTED TIMELINE _
DAY ACTIVITY i _J
DAY 1-2 Hollywood vs. Real Smry Comparison Lesson J D;FFERENT MED"UM

.l‘o' DAY 3 - Ol'ganlze essay and draft ‘ DIFFERENT Exfﬁ}i]’.‘ihff_

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL7.6

Determine an author's point of
view or purpose and analyze how
the author distinguishes that
position.

_introduction/body paragraphs

DM’ 4 Draf’c conclusion and revise .

; Final copy and reflection

At the beginning and end of each class,
watch 10-15 minutes of the Hollywood
version, Arthur the King, as an added

motivation tool!
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§TuutNT DIRECTIONS
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* YOUR ADVENTURE *

73 WRITE YOUR STORY. |
L . PROVE YOUR POINT. =

i e

Write a multi-paragraph essay comparing
how Arthur’s story is told in:

@. the movie Arthur the King,

o=/ nonfiction articles,

Your essay should include:

E An introduction with
a thesis statement

D At least 3 bod
Paragraphs

B Ewdence from e
multiple media

SOUFCES

@ and documentary/interview clips.

In your essay:
sa¢ explain important similarities,
sa¢ explain important differences,

Exp!anatmn of

2 analyze how each media form tells the story differently,

sa¢ explain the purpose of each version,

sa* and support your ideas with evidence from
the movie, articles, and documentary/interview clips.

Finally, explain:
Which version felt most effective, emotional,
or trustworthy to you — and why?

similarities and

1""“ mﬂ"m"‘""\—ﬂ —
{ _YOUR SOURCES:

t’ MOVIE: Arthur the King
g- % NONFICTION ARTICLES

f & DOCUMENTARY/ .“
ii INTERVIEW GLIPS » i

....... dl'FFErEnCES
Analysm g.f aUtf‘Ior ,:' ............
E ;rector purpose (C)/:

paragraph

El/ Correct speljmg

and grammar

- EVIDENGE IS YOUR COMPASS. THOUGHTFUL ANALYSIS IS YOUR GUIDE. -




" Essm STRUCTURE

FOLLOW THE TRAIL TO A STRONG ESSAY! -

o9 Use this structure to organize your ideas 0"
. - - ‘ and write a clear, focused, and powerful essay. @

‘---
..
—
‘----------inllllllll..

G Introduce Arthur’s story
¢ Introduce the three media forms
¢ State a clear thesis/opinion

* COMPARING

* "“Both versions show...”

* “Similarly..."”

* “One important similarity is...”

" SIMILARITIES ACROSS VERSIONS

¢ What stayed the same?

» What key events appeared
in all versions?

-—-‘J * "“However..."

BDDY PARAGRAPH 2 * "The- movie version change:?..."

* “Unlike the documentary...
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN £t
MEDIA FORMS 2
4 o What did the movie change? P
* What details were dramatized? of E‘"DENCE
* What did the documentary or * “In the article, it states...”
k articles focus on instead? S s o o
- = /) n the movie clip,

viewers can see...”

) BODY PARAGRAPH 3
AUTHOR’S PURPOSE /

MEDIA CHOICES .
- * Why did filmmakers make changes? * AUTHDR’S PUHPUSE

» How did music, pacing, interviews,
or visuals affect emotions?
» Which version felt most trustworthy

L or powerful? / * “The documentary focused on..."”

* “The article emphasized...”

* “The documentary explains...”

* "The filmmakers wanted
viewers to feel...”

\.._l\_
s Restate main ideas _ ....-.--.....
- Reflect on how media REMEMBER: YOU'VE GOT THIS! "

shapes storytelling

Strong essays have

a clear path from
start to finish!

Plan your essay,

Use evidence.
Tell your story.
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coMPARms
Smﬂfﬁg‘}ﬁgﬁfs
MULTTF MEDIA

S\NMATWE ESSAY
'@?ﬂ%ﬁﬁagm

MEEIS
EXPECTATIONS

i|"

RBmc A

Use this
rubric to quide
your best
work!

: Clearly compares ; - E7
RI1.7.7 Thoroughly compares early co Some comparison Minimal or
%y COMPARE & all media forms with d.f::em'la”t'el:;“d included but lacks unclear
CONTRAST MEDIA strong insight and detail d r:::ﬁ:sformfee" depth or clarity comparison |
e {
: RI.7.1 Uses multiple strong Uses appropriate 1 : &
L USE OF pieces of evidence from evidence from L'E'“‘.ﬂ o L_:tle to no d E
- EVIDENCE all sources effectively multiple sources Weak evidence balluensailng \
! Insightfully explains how . P
i RI.7.6 different z‘reatlznrs shane Explains purpose and Basic explanation Limited e
’ P r
- gHE;’iggES audience understanding medlla chlcuces of purpose unlierstandmg e
e and emotions Coany oiprposs
ORGANIZATION & Essay is exceptionally Essay is organized Some organization Difficult
organized and with clear present but
| a STRUCTURE easy to follow paragraphs inconsistent to follow
| - ANALYSIS & Demonstrates deep Shows clear Some analysis but Limited
thinking amd thoughtful understanding and ;
@ CRITICAL THINKING L and O e mostly summary analysis
CONVENTIONS Few c}r "°| I Minor grammar/ Frequent errors that Errors interfere
(grammar, s ]pellmg grammary spering spelling errors sometimes distract with
punctuation errors understanding

PLAN IT.

* Strong essays compare,
explalr?, analyze, and PROVE |t'

- WRITEIT, <

- PROVE IT!

_summnve ESSAY RUBRIC

_EXCEEDS |
EXPECTATIONS

e

MEETS
EXPECTATIONS

iI

rubric to guide
your best
work!

: Clearly compares ; - E7
RI1.7.7 Thoroughly compares Sany ¢o Some comparison Minimal or
e COMPARE & all media forms with d.f:;mllarltlel:;nd included but lacks unclear
CONTRAST MEDIA strong insight and detail d r:::ﬁ:sformfee" depth or clarity comparison |
e {
: RI.7.1 Uses multiple strong Uses appropriate S : &
e USE OF pieces of evidence from evidence from L'?m‘.j o L_:tle to no d E
- EVIDENCE all sources effectively multiple sources Weak evidence balluensailng \
! Insightfully explains how . . 7 o
| RI.7.6 \ different creators shape Explains purpose and Basic explanation Limited >
- AUTHOR'S audience understanding media choices of purpose understanding &
= PURPOSE s, clearly of purpose
ORGANIZATION & Essay is exceptionally Essay is organized Some organization Difficult
STRUCTURE organized and with clear present but to follow |
easy to follow paragraphs inconsistent s
(w)- ANALYSIS & Demonstrates deep Shows clear Some analysis but Limited
@ ERIT‘CAL TH'HKI“E thmkmgaﬁ:;:;::'lsoughtful under:rtgll'u;':isllr;g and mostly summary analysis
CONVENTI mlfs Few c}r "°| i Minor grammar/ Frequent errors that Errors i_nterfere
(grammar, spelling, gammarispeling spelling errors sometimes distract with
punctuation errors understanding

~ < PLAN T,
= - WRITE T,
~ PROVE IT!

* Strong essays compare,
explain, analyze, an

d PROVE |t'

‘o



Students compare how Arthur's true story is told in
the movie, nonfiction articles, and documentary/
interview clips through engaging activities like
Heollywood or Real Life?, Adventure Race Checkpoints,
and News Reporter vs Movie Trailer. Students analyze
media choices, author's purpese, and use evidence

to support their thinking.

+ Discussion: “Should movies based on true stories
stay completely accurate?”
= Introduce the Hollywood or Real Life? pr\edﬂ:hon garne'

PROVIDE CONTENT (50-60 MIN DVER 1-2 DAYS)

= Watch key movie clips

|« Read nonfiction articles

= Watch documentary/interview clips

» Adventure Race Checkpoints: Students "travel” through
the race as the:.r compare media,

ASK & GUIDE THINKING (10 MIN)

» Guided questions on similarities, differences,
author’s purpose, and evidence

+ Film Director Choices: How did filmmakers
irmpact your emations?

RESPOND (10-15 mMiN)

= Short written response comparing the three
versions of the story.
+ Support with evidence!

KEEP IT GOING (15 min)

+ News Reporter vs Movie Trailer: Students create
two versions of the same event.
+ Arthur's MVP Award: Whe was the true MVP

I"'\ x
- l-— i
\

rl

START WITH A HOOK {5 MIN) \O,

= How Long Will It Take? =

) THE ARTHUR THE KING LESSON 0
B omparg S s Mt Forms o s

[ K% LESSON OVERVIEW TTSRIRem e

Three flexible options based on your time
and your students’ needs. *‘:

Ef_ OPTION 1: SPRINT VERSION

1 CLASS PERIOD
(5 45-60 MINUTES

Heook discussion (5 min) |
Mavie Clip #1(3 min)

Article excerpt (5 min)

Documentary clip (3 min) ‘
Hollywood or Real Life? (3 min)

Guided guestions (10 min) ‘
Wriﬂng respanse paragraph (15 min)

|§Kﬂﬂﬂ&'§.

Gres.t for busy weeks! Hits all three standards
and scratcheg the surface.

4

OPTION 2: STANDARD VERSION
2 CLASS PERIODS
{5 90-120 MINUTES

* Hook, Clip #1, Article, Hollywood or Real Life?
+ Checkpoint Discussion

+ Clip #2, Documentary Segment

+ Compare/Contrast Chart

= Clip #3, Director Cheices

+ Guided Questions

» Writing Response

= News Reporter vs Movie Trailer

The version that feels rich, engaging, and
manageable for most classrooms.

OPTION 3: EXPEDITION VERSION
3 CLASS PERIODS
O 135-150 MINUTES

! of the story and why? DAY 1 HOOK + JUNGLE CHECKPOINT
| = Hook, Hellywood or Real Life?
T ! DOCUMENTARY / = Meatball Scene, Article Reading, Discussion
ﬂ MOVIE CLIPS z[z] NONFICTION ARTICLES INTERVIEW CLIPS TYEB MOUNTAIN + RIVER CHECKPOINTS
L ' « Documentary Clip, Arthur Refuses to Leave
s | [ e | S i Ko e S
2 : {Mikael Lindnord) {Search on YouTube) DAY 3 FINISH LINE
2. Arthur Refuses to Leave theguardinn.com/lifeandstyle/ youtub,com/resultsTssarch « Guided Questions, News Reperter vs Movie Trailer
43:00-48:00 20620 ikl query=ESPNArihursthet « Paragraph Response, MVP Award, Reflection
3. The Kayaking Rescue lindnord-arihyr-dog-mgle-expert KingsMikasls Lindnord F g = i
1:18:00-1:24:00 *; Hiatory v Hollymood - | % Ecal Lt vnors! ki Tha full erxpenenr.e‘ Dmp angagament. mavement,
Arthur the King True Story Clips (Search on YouTube) llaber d i .‘-‘
“(Tirnes are approdmate Comparison youtube com/mesultsTsearch | & < ation, and meaningful analysis. .., |
and may vary shighthy.} histeryvshollywood.com/ | guery=Mikael +Lindnord + — — = = —
| —  melfagesfarthye-the-king/ Inkenvigw = - ——
RL2.7 One Iesson

L[]

RI.N

Compare & Contrast Text Cite Textual Evidence

with Multimedia

Students compane how th same
shory is told across a mevie, antiches,
and documgntary clips.

Students use mudtiple pieces
of avidonce from: different
sourcs to support their analysss.

©

RI.7.6
Analyze Author's Purpose
Saudents determine the purpose

choices thape the audience,

Multiple skills.

Maximum lrnpact
l l

f each crentor and how thair

% HIGH ENGAGEMENT. HIGH IMPACT. ALL STANDARDS. ALL IN ONE LESSON. ¥
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IGHTS. CAMERA. cIlMPARISllN,

& How Dt fferent Media Tell the Same Sto
4 ARTHUR THE KING %

_,_____—————4—
THE STORY STAYS THE SAME BUT THE EXPER!ENBE EHHNEES

'ml-l-------i.---l' t 5 HEEEE B EEESESEEEESE

=2>~ HOLLYWOOD MOVIE g <> DOGUMENTARY

FJ = : ' |
Dramatic music _ Factual details E‘v Real interviews

U Emotional acting EQ'“L;::T‘?: g nd

&8
L
’ Suspenseful pacing | Informational tone ' Emotional + factual

Real footage

g, : Created to inform
“ ' Created to entertain Created to infori 3L and connect

emotionally

& Uses camera angles, - Uses words, facts, Uses real people,

music, and effects and sources footage, narration,
and facts

+———_ DIRECTOR’S TOOLBOX f | DOCUMENTARY MAKER'S TOOLBOX

I DIRECTOR | When filmmakers want When writers want When documentary creators want
you to something, you to KNOW something, you to UNDERSTAND something,
they use: they use: they use:

5 &5 [T i v M@

. MUSIC CAMERA PACING EFFECTS ACTING QUOTES RESEARC INTERVIEWS  REAL FACTS HUMAN
ANGLES _ FM‘J’S EMENGE d A FOOTAGE STORIES

MOVIES
make us FEEL.

AR LLE. ' ~ Same Story. 1
help us LEARN.  SEERpN eI s -

- . _. DOCUMENTARIES I thfermtEmeWf
e i e ol S help us UNDERSTAND .- .

T Sl

Q What stayed the same?
. What changed?

Q Why did the creator
make those choices?

[ E XX B R RN







Comprehension Strategy

Improve your students’ reading comprehension with this fun strategy! In
this video, | will teach you how to engage your students by letting them
play with playdough while you read aloud - yep, you read that right. You
can use this strategy with fiction or nonfiction text, and with students of all
ages. After this quick 8 minute tutorial video, you'll be ready to bring a
whole new level of understanding (and fun!) to your reading lesson.

Here's a video that will walk
you through the process!



https://youtu.be/w_HsecgRd7A
https://youtu.be/w_HsecgRd7A
https://youtu.be/w_HsecgRd7A

BOOKS INTO MOVIES

Here are some videos and playlists to use alongside
this month’s lessons and resources.

Fi More than a Dozen Middla Grade Books Tumud Intn leuu You Shmlld Ftud

L% mlldﬂz'lt‘lL'.l‘."\‘lﬂh"ﬂ ll'..,- o L Ll
QUICK RECS \g wordnerdim‘:‘ '

19 Cinematic reading
recommendations in
less than 4 minutes.
Pull these titles from
your school or
classroom library so
when kids immediately
want these books, you = _ i 2 s
are ready! Click here ¢ > S

to watch the video. B2 == el oo D
A 1ANDA ZIEBA AMAL

BOOKS INTO MOVIES
PLAYLIST

This playlist has 25
books (and counting!)

that have been turned

o 20004

DERCY
EHR\'I\’E

Mm L 10 7 G all i m into movies. If a student
: ' - e 4 9:50 & s is looking for one, this is
a great place to get
them started!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBgaL7gOf94&list=PLpVe6VlpCwJbgz_BaOpw4wSvijeGJTT1h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBgaL7gOf94&list=PLpVe6VlpCwJbgz_BaOpw4wSvijeGJTT1h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBgaL7gOf94&list=PLpVe6VlpCwJbgz_BaOpw4wSvijeGJTT1h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBgaL7gOf94&list=PLpVe6VlpCwJbgz_BaOpw4wSvijeGJTT1h
https://youtu.be/qBgaL7gOf94?Sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBgaL7gOf94&list=PLpVe6VlpCwJbgz_BaOpw4wSvijeGJTT1h

Would You Rather...

ol PERSUASIVE WRITING WORKSHEETS

CREATED BY THE WORD NERD




SRLAKEAWAYS aun

Even silly prompts (“Would you rather have pizza every day or ice
cream every day?”) still help students practice the serious structure of
argumentative writing—without the intimidation of “real” essay topics.
This lowers the stakes while reinforcing core skills.

WE WANT STUDENTS TO BE ABLE TO:

e Choosing a side = Making a clear claim.

Backing it up = Giving 2-3 strong reasons with evidence or examples.
e Using transitions = Showing relationships between ideas.

Acknowledging the other side = Strengthening their argument.

Concluding clearly = Wrapping up their reasoning in a persuasive way.

SPARK STUDENT
ENGAGEMENT -

[ElE=sE=
START WITH THE VIDEO! Video Link
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTpriHpZ-V0
https://youtu.be/lTpriHpZ-V0?Sub_confirmation=1

STANDARDS IN ACTION

W.6.1 - Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.
 Students should learn to:
o Make a claim = choose one option in their “Would You Rather?”
o Give reasons — explain why they chose it.
o Use evidence/examples = support their reasoning with logic, facts, or even
life experience.
o Acknowledge the other side = briefly explain why someone might choose

differently, and why their choice is stronger.

W.6.1a - Introduce claims clearly, organize reasons and evidence.
o Skill Focus: Write an introductory sentence that states their choice.
e Ex: I would rather be a ballerina than a weightlifter because it fits my

personality and challenges me in new ways.”

W.6.1b - Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
o Skill Focus: Develop 2-3 strong reasons with examples or explanations.
e Ex: “Dancing allows me to express myself creatively, and it's also excellent

exercise.”

W.6.1c - Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify relationships among
claims, reasons, and evidence.
o Skill Focus: Use transition words like for example, in addition, because, however,

and therefore to guide readers.

W.6.1d - Establish and maintain a formal style.
o Skill Focus: Write in a clear, academic voice (not “texting language”), even if the
topic is silly.

e Ex: “I'd choose...” instead of “Because it's cool.”

W.6.1e - Provide a concluding statement or section.
o Skill Focus: Wrap up by restating the claim and leaving a final thought.
» Ex: “For these reasons, being a ballerina would be a better fit for me than being

a weightlifter.”




3 IBUILDE OURICASE

You've made your choice... now it's time to convince someone
else to agree with you! Use this organizer to help plan and write your
persuasive paragraph. Strong persuasive writers make a claim, give clear
reasons, support their ideas, and wrap it all up like a pro!

FOLLOW THESE STEPS!

{74 Step 1: Make Your Claim

Write a strong opening sentence that clearly states your answer to the
Would You Rather question.

Example: | would rather live in a treehouse than on a boat because | love
nature and dislike water.

{74 Step 2: Give Your Reasons
List 2-3 strong reasons why you chose your answer. Add examples or
explanations for each one.

[ Step 3: Use Transitions
Use words like because, for example, in addition, also, however, even
though to connect your ideas and make your writing flow.

{74 Step 4: Think About the Other Side

Can you think of why someone might choose the other option? Briefly
explain why your choice is still the better one.

Example: Some people might say... But | think...

{4 Step 5: Wrap It Up

Write a conclusion sentence that restates your choice and leaves the
reader convinced.

Example: That's why | would definitely rather live in a treehouse!

\. CREATED BY THE WORD NERD J




— WOULD YOU RATHER? />

Name:

VIDEO

Directions: As you watch the video, circle your preferred choice and then follow
the physical cue on screen!

1.Would you rather be an athlete or a coach?
2.Would you rather attend a professional sports event or a college sports event?
3.Would you rather be the highest paid player on a team or be on the most successful team?
4.Would you rather be the referee /umpire or the announcer/commentator?
5.Would you rather watch sports in person or on TV?
6.As an athlete would you rather get a brand deal for shoes or a sports drink?
7.Would you rather be the #1 Draft Pick or Rookie of the Year?
8.Would you rather be stronger physically or mentally?
9.Would you rather have an animal mascot or a non-animal mascot?

10.Would you rather compete in an individual sport or team sport?

Respond: Which would you rather match up do you have the strongest
feelings about? Why?

\ CREATED BY THE WORD NERD J



https://youtu.be/lTpriHpZ-V0?Sub_confirmation=1

Name: Date:

SBORESIEDITION
Would You Rather...

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

?7?

| W Rubric |

Task | o

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

Uses correet grammar/capitalization/puneiuston

Thaughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (lefter, fiction story, news article,
chary entry, etc.)
Total Points = it

Comments:




Name:

Would You Rather...” &

be an athlete or a coach?{* |

4R

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

\

¥ Rubric |

Task 0 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses eorrect grammareap italzation/punctuation

Theoughts are clearly presented and easy 1o follow

Length iz appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle.
diary antry, ete.}

Total Points = 1o

Comments:




Name: Date:

SPORNSIEDITION =
Would You Rather... X"

attend a professional sports event or a college sports event?

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

| W Rubric |

Task 0 1 2

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/puneiuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy fo follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle,

chary entry, etc.)

Total Points = __10

Comments:



Name: Date:

SPORESIEDITION
Would You Rather...

be the highest paid player on a team or
be on the most successful team?

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

| W Rubric |

Task | | 2

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

LUses correct grammar/capitalization/punciuation

Thaughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle,
chary entry, etc.)
Total Points = it

Comments:




Would You Rather...” ' >

be the referee/umpire or the announcer/commentator?

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

¥ Rubric |

Task 0 1

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses eorrect grammareap italzation/punctuation

Theoughts are clearly presented and easy 1o follow

Length iz appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle.
diary antry, ete.}
Total Points = 1o

Comments:




Name: Date:

SPORTSIEDITION
Would You Rather...

watch sports in person or on TV?

'GO TEAN\‘

¥ Rubric |

Task 0 1

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses cormect grammarcapitaization/punciuation

Theoughts are clearly presented and easy 1o follow

Length iz appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle.
diary antry, ete.}
Total Points = ___ /10

Comments:




Name: Date:

SBORESIEDITION _.
Would You Rather...

get a brand deal for shoes or a sports drink? |

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

| W Rubric |

Task 0 |

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar Ieapitalization puneluation

Thaughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, L fiction sto ry, news aniche,
chary entry, etc.)
Total Points = ___ 10

Comments:




Name: Date:

Would You Rather...

be the #1 Draft Pick or Rookie of the Year?

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

| W Rubric |

Task 0 i 2

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/puneiuation

Thaughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle,

chary entry, etc.)

Total Points = __10

Comments:



Name: Date:

SPORESIEDITION
Would You Rather...

be stronger physically or mentallg?\f ) |

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

| W Rubric |

Task | o LI I

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

LUses correct grammar/capitalization/punciuation

Thaughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (lefter, fiction story, news article,

chary entry, etc.)
Total Points = ___ 10

Comments:



Name: Date:

SBORTSIEDITION
Would You Rather...

have an animal mascot or a non-animal mascot? «

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

¥ Rubric |

Task 0 1

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses eorrect grammareap italzation/punctuation

Theoughts are clearly presented and easy 1o follow

Length iz appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle.
diary antry, ete.}

Total Points = ___ /10

Comments:




Name: Date:

SPORESIEDITION
Would You Rather...

compete in an individual sport or team sport?

Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

| W Rubric |

Task 0 1 2

Fellows the prampt and stays on topic

LUses correct grammar/capitalization/punciuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy fo follow |

Lenglh is appropriate |

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news arficle,
chary enlry, ete.)
Total Points = /10

Comments:



‘(T
joratiuoe P

PDOESNT A‘I:I'AV 5,;9 (Bé\l
j //{

\
'fs

HAST ‘-
%ﬂ x





















|
152

ROLL THE CREDITS!

Dear Teacher Friend,
And that’s a wrap! Well, on November anyway- We've still got plenty of scenes left to
shoot before this school year’s grand finale. At the beginning of the month, we talked

about how teaching is a lof like directing a movie- There are scripts to follow, scenes to
edit, unexpected plot twists, and a cast of characters who occasionally decide o

improvise. (Usually at the most inconvenient moments, lol.)

But there’s one more part of movie-making T want fo talk about before we close the curtain on
November. The credits. Have you ever stayed in the theater long enough o watch ALL the credits

rol? I'm always amazed by how many people if takes to bring one story to life. Hundreds, sometimes

thousands, of people contributing their talents, time, and energy To create something wonderful. And

while the actors might get most of the applause, we know the movie wouldn't exist without everyone
else. I think teaching is a lof like that, too.

Sure, you're the director of your classroom. But you've also got a supporting cast helping you create

something special.

o The colleague who shares a lesson that saves you an hour of planning:

+ The student who makes everyone laugh at exactly the right moment.

« The custodian who keeps your classroom looking its best.

o The friend who listens to your stories af fer school.

The family member who handles dinner when your brain has of ficially clocked out for the day.

And let’s not forget YOU. The person making @ thousand little decisions, finding creative solutions, and
bringing this whole production together.

As we wrap up November, a month when grafitude naturally Takes center stage, 1 want fo encourage
you fo roll the credits on your own classroom production. Who deserves a chout-out? Who helped
make your month a little easiers brighter, or more enjoyob\e? Maybe send them a quick thank-you Text,
leave a sticky note on their desk, or simply tell them how much you appreciate them. Use the next two
page as space to reflect and then take acfion and share your grafitude with the supporting cast in

your lif el

And while you're at it, give yourself a little credit, Too. Because the best productions gren't created by
one person doing everything. They're created by people bringing their best to the table, helping each
other out, and enjoying the process along the way.

T'm grateful fo be a small part of your supporting cast here at the Word Nerd Collaborative. Thank
you for inviting me into your classroom, frusting me with a little piece of your planning, and allowing
me fo help make your teaching days @ bit easier. Now, 90 enjoy the blooper reeh celebrate your cast,
and get ready for the next adventure.

THAT'S A WRAP, TEACHER FRIEND!

Q) . AmANDA
S m———

——
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	NOVEMBER
	ELA ENGAGEMENT GAME PLAN
	NOVEMBER’S PEP TALK:


	THE DIRECTOR’S CUT
	Dear Teacher Friend,
	I've never directed a Hollywood blockbuster, but after 20
	years in education, I feel pretty confident I could manage a film set full of unpredictable actors. I bet you could too. I mean, We've taught middle school! Of course we could handle this!
	Think about it. You've got a cast of colorful characters, a script (lesson plan) that doesn't always go according to plan, a production schedule that is constantly changing, and an audience that isn't afraid to share its opinions. And somehow, amidst all of that, you're expected to create something spectacular. Good thing you're the director!
	One of the things I love about movies is how much thought goes into what we actually see on screen. Directors and editors make thousands of decisions about what to include, what to leave out, and how to bring all the pieces together to create something worth watching. And here's the thing: Not every scene makes the final cut.
	Sometimes a scene gets shortened. Sometimes the director changes course halfway through filming. Sometimes a brilliant idea ends up on the cutting room floor because something else simply works better. Teaching is a lot like that.
	You get to decide which lessons deserve the spotlight, which activities need a little editing, and which tried-and-true favorites are worth bringing back for an encore.
	I want to remind you... you don't have to create every single scene from scratch.
	Borrow a great idea from a colleague. Pull out a lesson that worked beautifully last year. Let a ready-made resource do some of the heavy lifting. Or take something your students already love (like movies!) and use it to help them discover something new.
	Working smarter doesn't mean you're giving your students less. It means you're making room for more of what matters. More time for meaningful conversations. More energy for creative teaching. More opportunities to connect with students. And, hopefully, a little more time for your own life outside of school, too.
	Speaking of movies, this month's ELA Engagement Game Plan features several resources inspired by books that have made their way to the big screen. They're a great opportunity to tap into stories and characters students may already recognize and use that familiarity to build excitement about reading, writing, and learning.
	So this month, I encourage you to embrace your role as director. Make the edits. Reuse the good stuff. Call in the supporting cast. And don't be afraid to yell CUT when something isn't serving your students or yourself. After all, the goal isn't to create a perfect production. It's to create an experience worth remembering.
	~ AMANDA

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Letter from Amanda ... 2
	Monthly Calendar ... 5
	First Chapter Friday Overview ... 6
	Brain Break Overview ... 7
	Writing Prompt Overview ... 8
	Lessons Overview ... 9
	Additional Resources Overview ... 10
	First Chapter Fridays ... 11
	Brain Breaks ... 23
	Writing Prompts ... 58

	Lessons ... 86
	Additional Resources ... 126

	Letter from Amanda ... 152

	OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT
	Word Nerd Collaborative Facebook Group
	LINK:https://www.facebook.com/groups/427913560232081

	MVP MEMBERS - Watch your email for the NOVEMBER Ask Me Anything Google Form and November Author Lunch Bunch Question Submission Form links!
	Notes:

	November
	FIRST CHAPTER
	FRIDAYS
	Friday, November 6th
	Friday, November 13th
	Friday, November 20th
	Friday, November 27th
	BONUS FCF
	Lunch Bunch Attendees

	ANNOUNCEMENT COMING SOON!

	BRAIN BREAKS
	Election Trivia
	Veteran’s Day Trivia
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Picture Detective (Rd. 2)

	Football Trivia
	Week 3
	Week 4

	Thanksgiving Trivia
	Did you know?
	Website

	Week 1
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 3
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 2
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Week 4
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday


	Writing  Prompts
	How do different forms of media change the way a true story is told? In this lesson students will compare and contrast how the true story of Arthur the dog is presented in a Hollywood film, nonfiction news articles and docu-mentary/interview footage. Students will analyze media choices, author’s purpose, accuracy vs entertainment and how different formats shape audience emotions.
	STANDARDS: CCSS: RI.7.7, RI.7.1, RI.7.6
	November


	ADDITIONAL
	RESOURCES
	PLAY DOH COMPREHENSION STRATEGY
	BOOKS AND MOVIES VIDEOS/PLAYLIST
	WOULD YOU RATHER: SPORTS EDITION
	SEASONAL COLORING SHEETS
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com


	FIRST
	CHAPTER FRIDAY SELECTIONS

	NOVEMBER
	FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAYS

	MAX
	FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY
	HARRY  POTTER
	AND THE SORCERER’S STONE
	FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date
	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone


	by J.K. Rowling
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	Harry Potter has never been the star of a Quidditch team, scoring points while riding a broom far above the ground. He knows no spells, has never helped to hatch a dragon, and has never worn a cloak of invisibility. All he knows is a miserable life with the Dursleys, his horrible aunt and uncle, and their abominable son, Dudley - a great big swollen spoiled bully. Harry's room is a tiny closet at the foot of the stairs, and he hasn't had a birthday party in eleven years. But all that is about to change when a mysterious letter arrives by owl messenger: a letter with an invitation to an incredible place that Harry - and anyone who reads about him - will find unforgettable.
	This is the first book in the Harry Potter series.
	In England, where the book was first published, the book is called Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone.
	Who Wrote It?

	Joanne Rowling was born on 31st July 1965 in England. The young Jo grew up surrounded by books. “I lived for books,’’ she has said. “I was your basic common-or-garden bookworm, complete with freckles and glasses." Jo wanted to be a writer from an early age. She wrote her first book at the age of six – a story about a rabbit, called ‘Rabbit’. At just eleven, she wrote her first novel – about seven cursed diamonds and the people who owned them. J.K. first had the idea for
	Harry Potter while riding on a train. It took her five years to write the first book. She was also a teacher at that time!
	AR Reading Level: 5.5       Lexile Level: 880L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.


	HOLES
	FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date



	Holes
	by Louis Sachar
	It doesn't take long for Stanley to realize there's more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes because the warden is looking for something. But what could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment —and redemption.
	That book is Fuzzy Mud. In my spare time, I like to play bridge. You can often find me at the bridge club in Austin, or at a bridge tournament some-where around the country. You can learn more on my website: www.louissachar.com
	AR Reading Level: 4.6                             Lexile Level: 660L

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK


	THE MAZE RUNNER
	FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	The Maze Runner
	by James Dashner
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone.
	Outside the towering stone walls that surround them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying: Remember. Survive. Run. The clock is ticking and Callum can't trust anyone...
	A #1 New York Times Bestselling Series
	A USA Today Bestseller
	A Kirkus Reviews Best Teen Book of the Year
	An ALA-YASLA Best Fiction for Young Adults Book
	An ALA-YALSA Quick Pick

	Book #1 in the series of 5!
	in 1972, James Dashner was born in Austell, GA but shortly after moved to Duluth, MN.  He spent the rest his childhood (with his 5 brothers and sisters!) there, growing up along the shores of Lake Superior, until he graduated in 1991 and then moved to Utah to attended college at Brigham Young University. While he was there, earning his degree in accounting, he met his wife. After graduating college, James worked in finance before becoming a full-time writer. In addition to writing great books, James has had the opportunity for his books to be turned into movies. Actually, The Maze Runner series is the 4th most successful book to movie transition, coming in 4th behind The Hunger Games, Divergent and
	Twilight, earning $949 million dollars.  James and his wife now live in Utah. You can learn more about this author on his website: http://www.jamesdashner.com

	AR Reading Level: 5.3                           Lexile Level: 770L

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK

	ERAGON
	FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	Eragon
	by Christopher Paolini
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	When fifteen-year-old Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy. But when the stone brings a dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself. Overnight his simple life is shattered, and, gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and power. Now his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire.
	This book is the first in a series!
	Who Wrote It?
	Christopher was homeschooled by his parents. As a child, he often wrote short stories and poems, made frequent trips to the library, and read widely. The idea of Eragon began as the daydreams of a teen. Christopher’s love for the magic of stories led him to craft a novel that he would enjoy reading. The project began as a hobby, a personal challenge; he never intended it to be published.  Before he began writing Eragon, he plotted out the entire adventure. To really put himself in his characters' shoes, Christopher forged his own knives and swords, made chain mail, spun wool, camped in the Beartooth Mountains, made his own bow, built survival shelters, learned to track game, fletched  arrows, felled trees, hiked, and camped. In short, the books embody a lot of his experien-
	ces of of living in Montana. In 2011, the Guinness World Records recognized him as the “youngest author of a bestselling book series. Learn more about him on his website: www.paolini.net.

	AR Reading Level: 5.6                                Lexile Level: 710L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.


	BRAIN BREAKS
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	Trivia Game Video Link
	Use the below links to access the video for this activity.
	Click the title, image or link to get to the video!
	This link will take you to the YouTube Video of Election Day Trivia: https://youtu.be/6G8hoO8bSZE?subconfirmation=1
	Use the reading comprehension passage on the next page to give your students some background knowledge on this topic. Implementation ideas are shared in the video!


	ELECTION DAY TRIVIA
	The U.S. Presidential Election: A Simple Guide
	The Electoral College
	Political Parties and Candidates
	A Brief History
	Conclusion
	Test Your Knowledge with this fun Quiz!

	Election Day

	Election Day Trivia Answer Sheet
	Directions:
	Write your answers on the lines below.
	Trivia Video -->
	Name/Team Name: _______________________________________
	11. ___________________________
	12.  ___________________________
	13. ___________________________
	14. ___________________________
	15. ___________________________
	16. ___________________________
	17. ___________________________
	18. ___________________________
	19. ___________________________
	20. ___________________________
	How did you do?  Are you a
	Election Day Trivia ROCKSTAR?!?!
	Score: ____/ 20


	Election Day Trivia
	How much do you know about the US Presidential Election?
	Take this Trivia quiz and see!
	A _________ is is a system of government in which the people who live in the country participate in the way their community runs.
	True or False? Election Day in the United States is always held on a Sunday.
	A) True     B) False

	What month is Election Day held in the U.S.?
	A) September     B) October     C) November     D) December

	The decision to vote on a particular day during a particular month was based on the calendar and activities of which profession?
	Which amendment granted women the right to vote?
	True or False? The first televised presidential debate was in 1960.
	A) True     B) False
	Trivia
	Video

	How often does the United States elect a new president?
	A) 1 Year     B) 2 Years     C) 3 Years     D) 4 Years

	Which animal represents the DEMOCRATIC party?
	A) Lion     B) Elephant     C) Donkey     D) Bear

	Which animal represents the REPUBLICAN party?
	A) Eagle     B) Donkey    C) Tiger    D) Elephant

	How many electoral votes are needed to win the presidency?
	A) 270     B) 300     C) 538     D) 100

	True or False? Every state has the same  number of electoral votes.
	Which of the following states has the most electoral votes?
	What is the term for a candidate who is running for reelection?
	Which president famously defined democracy as "Government of the people, by the people, for the people."
	True or False? The Democratic and Republican parties are the only political parties in the United States.
	What is the legal voting age in the United States?

	A) 16     B) 18     C) 21     D) 25
	At what age is a person eligible to be elected president?

	A) 25     B) 30     C) 35     D) 40
	True or False? The practice of mail-in voting started during the Civil War, to allow soldiers to vote from the battlefield.
	Which President was the first to use a telephone during a campaign?
	True or False? If no candidate receives a majority of electoral college votes, the House of Representatives chooses the president.

	Election Day Trivia Answer Sheet
	Directions:
	Circle your answer for each question below.
	Trivia Video
	Name/Team Name: __________________________
	1. A    B    C    D
	2. A    B    C    D
	3. A    B    C    D
	4. A   B    C     D
	5. True    or     False

	6. A     B    C     D
	7. A    B    C    D
	8. A    B    C    D
	9. True or False

	10. A   B    C    D
	11. True or False

	12. A    B     C   D
	13. A    B    C    D
	14. True or False

	15. A    B    C    D
	16. True or False

	17. A    B    C    D
	18.  A    B    C    D
	19.  True or False

	20. A     B    C    D

	Score:
	____/ 20
	Election Day Trivia Answer Key

	ANSWER KEY
	D) Democracy
	D) 4 years
	C) Donkey
	D) Elephant
	False
	C) November
	C) Farmers
	B) 19th
	True
	A) 270
	11. False
	12. C) California
	13. A) Incumbent
	14. True
	15. C) Abraham Lincoln
	16. False
	17. B) 18
	18. C) 35
	19. True
	20. B) William McKinley
	Thanks for playing!


	Trivia Game Video Link
	This link will take you to the YouTube Video of Veterans Day Trivia questions: https://youtu.be/XL70pNsENNA?sub_confirmation=1


	VETERANS DAY TRIVIA VIDEO
	Veterans Day - A History
	Veterans Day used to be called Armistice Day. It became a holiday in 1938. This holiday honors all military veterans who served our country.
	It was made to remember the end of World War I. At first, it only celebrated World War I veterans. Now, it honors all veterans, whether they served in war or peace. President Dwight D. Eisenhower changed the name to Veterans Day to honor more heroes.
	Every year, Veterans Day is on November 11th. This date is special because it marks the end of World War I on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918. Many countries, like Canada, Great Britain, and Australia, also celebrate this day and call it Remembrance Day. On this day, we thank veterans for their service and sacrifices.
	Veterans Day also shows the diverse group of people who served in
	the military. For example, 11% of veterans are women. About 19
	million veterans live in the U.S. now. Veterans are honored in many
	ways. One special place is Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia,
	where many soldiers and their families are buried. The first
	Veterans Day celebration was in Alabama. New York City has the
	biggest and oldest Veterans Day parade, starting in 1919.
	This day is different from Memorial Day. Veterans Day honors all who
	have served, while Memorial Day remembers those who died in military
	service. Both days let us think about the bravery and sacrifices of our
	armed forces.
	When is Veterans DAy?
	Who is celebrated and How?
	Is it the same as Memorial Day?
	When did it start and Why?
	Test Your Knowledge
	with this fun Quiz!


	Veterans Day Trivia Answer Sheet
	Name/Team Name: ______________________________________________________
	11. ___________________________
	12.  ___________________________
	13. ___________________________
	14. ___________________________
	15. ___________________________
	16. ___________________________
	17. ___________________________
	18. ___________________________
	19. ___________________________
	20. ___________________________
	Are you a Veterans Day
	Trivia Victor?

	Veterans Day Trivia Answer Sheet
	Directions:
	Circle your answer for each question below.
	Trivia
	Video
	Name/Team Name: _____________________________
	A    B    C    D
	W_________ W_____   __
	A    B     C    D
	True    or    False
	Veterans Day   or   Veteran’s Day
	A     B      C     D
	A    B     C     D

	A    B     C    D
	A    B     C    D
	True    or    False
	A   B    C     D
	A   B
	A   B    C    D
	A   B    C    D
	A   B    C    D
	A   B    C    D
	A   B    C    D
	A    B   C    D
	A    B   C    D
	True    of     False

	Score:
	____/ 20
	Veterans Day Trivia
	Are you a Veterans Day Trivia Victor? Take this Trivia quiz and see!
	Armistice Day was created to commemorate the end of -- .
	W_________    W_____    __
	In what year did Armistice Day officially become a holiday?
	a) 1918     b) 1924     c) 1938     d) 1945

	At first, Veterans Day was only meant to celebrate World war 1 veterans.
	a) True     b) False

	When it comes to actually spelling out this holiday, which one is officially correct?
	a) Veterans Day    b) Veteran’s Day

	It has changed a few times over the years, but ever since 1975, Veterans Day is now always on...
	a) Nov. 11     b) The 1st Tues of Nov.     c) The 1st Mon of Oct.     d) Oct. 25

	Which President officially changed the name of the holiday from       Armistice Day to Veterans Day?
	a) Jimmy Carter     b) Dwight D. Eisenhower
	c) Franklin D. Roosevelt      d) Gerald Ford

	As of 2022, which 3 states are home to the most veterans?
	a) Wisconsin, Texas, Arizona
	b) New York, Florida, Connecticut
	c) Alaska, Virginia, Montana
	d) New Mexico, South Carolina, Alabama

	Which other countries celebrate Veterans Day, but call it “Remembrance Day”?
	True or False: Veterans day honors all veterans who served honorably regardless of whether during war or peace time.
	a) True     b) False
	Trivia
	Video

	The original name for Veterans Day was __________________.
	a) Army Day     b) Armed Forces Day    c) Armistice Day     d) Arm Wrestling Day
	a) Great Britain     b) Canada    c) Australia    d) All of the Above



	As of today, What percentage of veterans are women?
	a) 5%     b) 10%     c) 15%     d) 20%

	In which war did more veterans serve?
	a) Vietnam War     b) Korean War

	How many veterans served in the Gulf Wa﻿r (1990-1991)?
	a) 1 million     b) 3 million     c) 5 million     d) 8 million

	Which city has been holding the largest and oldest Veterans Day parade, dating back to 1919?
	a) Arlington, VA               b) New York City, NY
	c) Washington, D.C.        d) Fort Liberty, NC

	The very first celebration referred to as “Veterans Day” was held in which state?
	a) Florida      b) California      c) Alabama        d) Hawaii

	During the 2022 midterm elections, what percentage of candidates for the US Senate, US House of Representatives or state governor claimed military experience?
	a) 1%     b) 13%     c) 21%     d) 26%

	March 13 is an additionally designated Veterans Day
	for a special kind of veteran. Who?
	a) K-9 Veterans    b) Military Spies
	c) Missing in Action/Prisoner of War     d) Disabled Veterans

	True or False: Veterans Day is different than Memorial Day.
	a) True     b) False

	Arlington National Cemetery, where 400,000 service members and their families are buried, is located in which state?
	a) Maryland     b) Washington, D.C.     c) Virginia     d) Connecticut

	Approximately how many veterans are living in the United States today?
	a) 15 million      b) 19 million      c) 24 million      d) 37 million
	Veterans Day Trivia Answer Key

	ANSWER KEY
	C) Armistice Day
	World War 2
	C) 1938
	True
	Veterans Day
	A) November 11
	B) Dwight D. Eisenhower

	C) Alaska, Virginia, Montana
	D) All of the Above
	True
	11. B) 10%
	12.  A) Vietnam War
	13.  D) 8 Million served
	14.  C) Virginia
	15. B) 19 Million
	16.  B) New York City, NY
	17. C) Alabama

	18.  C) 21%
	19. A) K-9 Veterans
	20.  True

	Thanks for playing!
	Check out more Brain Breaks on YouTube!
	Trivia
	Video



	BRAIN BREAK
	4 Rounds, 1 video + answer sheets and a whole lotta fun!
	Picture Detective Round 2
	Use the below links to access this activity in a variety of ways.


	PICTURE DETECTIVE CANVA SLIDES

	YOUTUBE VIDEO
	Round 2 starts at the 4:00 minute mark!

	Round 2
	Answer Sheet
	Round 2
	Answer Sheet
	Starts at Min Mark 4:00
	What everyday item is pictured
	in each close up photograph?
	Starts at Min Mark 4:00

	What everyday item is pictured
	in each close up photograph?
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com


	MODIFIED ANSWER SHEET
	Round 2
	Answer Sheet
	Starts at Min Mark 4:00
	What everyday item is pictured
	in each close up photograph?
	clam shell or oreo cookie
	cigarette or sea plant
	mud or chocolate
	grass or paint brush
	cactus or watermelon rind
	blonde beard                              or spaghetti noodles
	honey or candle wax
	chameleon skin                          or pea seed shell
	human hands                             or wrinkled sheets
	lizard skin or cantaloupe

	Round 2
	Answer Sheet
	Starts at Min Mark 4:00
	What everyday item is pictured
	in each close up photograph?
	clam shell or oreo cookie
	cigarette or sea plant
	mud or chocolate
	grass or paint brush
	cactus or watermelon rind
	blonde beard                              or spaghetti noodles
	honey or candle wax
	chameleon skin                          or pea seed shell
	human hands                             or wrinkled sheets
	lizard skin or cantaloupe


	Picture Detective
	Round #2
	Name: _____________________________
	Video

	Picture Detective
	Round #2
	Name: _____________________________

	Record Your Answers Here:
	Video

	Round 2
	Answer Sheet
	What everyday item is pictured
	in each close up photograph?

	Oreo cookie
	Cigarette
	Chocolate Bar
	Bird Feather
	Cactus
	Spaghetti Noodles
	Honey
	Chameleon
	Human Hands
	Cantaloupe
	Trivia Game Video Link
	This link will take you to the YouTube Video of World Series Trivia questions: https://youtu.be/1hfw_elvUd8?sub_confirmation=1


	NFL FOOTBALL TRIVIA VIDEO
	Trivia Video
	NFL Football Trivia Answer Sheet
	Directions:
	Write your answers on the lines below.
	Trivia Video
	Name/Team Name: ________________________________
	A   B   C   D
	A    B    C
	A    B    C    D
	True or False
	A    B    C     D
	A     B    C      D
	True   or   False
	_ _ _ by   and _ _ _ _ _ r
	A     B    C     D
	A    B     C
	LA Ch _ _ _ _ _ _ and LA R _ _ _ _
	Ra_________s and Co________________s
	A    B     C     D
	A    B     C     D
	True or False
	A    B     C     D
	A    B     C      D
	True   or   False
	A    B     C      D
	A    B     C


	Score: ____/ 20
	MVP?!?!

	NFL Football
	Trivia
	Are you a NFL Football Trivia MVP? Take this Trivia quiz and see!
	How many NFL stadiums use real, natural grass, rather than turf?
	a) 10     b) 13     c) 16

	The NFL officially began in what year?
	a) 1910     b) 1920     c) 1930     d) 1940

	True or False: Footballs are made of PIG SKIN.
	a) True      b) False

	Which NFL team has won more games than any other team?
	a) Green Bay Packers    b) Buffalo Bills    c) New England Patriots     d) Dallas Cowboys

	Why was the huddle created?
	A team needs at least 11 players for a game.
	a) True     b) False

	American football evolved from what 2 sports?
	R _______ and  S__________

	What is the oldest NFL franchise in continuous operation
	with the same name in the same location?
	a) Cleveland Browns     b) Green Bay Packers    c) Chicago Bears
	Trivia
	Video

	The acronym NFL stands for...
	a) Not For Long   b) National Football League
	c) No Fun Lately    d) Nothing Fancy League

	Which NFL team features a helmet logo on only one side of their helmet?
	a) Cowboys      b) Steelers      c) Dolphins     d) Patriots


	Los Angeles, the second largest media market, didn’t have
	a football team between 1995 and 2015. Now they have 2. Who are they?
	Which two NFL teams have an official marching band?
	Which US president threatened to ban football?
	What is the correct geometry term for the shape of a football?
	True or False: NFL games have been played on every day of the week
	In what year did it become a requirement to wear a helmet while playing
	professional football?
	Who is the only player in the NFL to receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
	True or False: Football is the most popular sport in the United States.
	How many cows does it take to make one full season’s
	worth of NFL footballs?
	A football field is 100 yards long. How many feet is that?
	Breaks
	Trivia Game Video Link
	This link will take you to the YouTube Video of Halloween Trivia questions: https://youtu.be/3TQyNimRrew?sub_confirmation=1


	THANKSGIVING TRIVIA VIDEO
	Thanksgiving Day Trivia Answer Sheet
	Directions:
	Write your answers on the lines below.
	Name/Team Name:  _________________________________
	11. ___________________________
	12.  ___________________________
	13. ___________________________
	14. ___________________________
	15. ___________________________
	16. ___________________________
	17. ___________________________
	18. ___________________________
	19. ___________________________
	20. ___________________________
	How did you do?  Are you a
	Thanksgiving Trivia ROCKSTAR?!?!
	Score: ____/ 20
	www.amandazieba.com


	Thanksgiving Trivia
	Are you a Thanksgiving Trivia Rockstar? Take this Trivia quiz and see!
	How long was the first Thanksgiving celebration?
	a) 3 days     b) one week     c) ten days     d) one month

	What year was the 1st Thanksgiving NFL Football game?
	a) 1924     b) 1934     c) 1944     d) 1954

	What Native American tribe celebrated the first Thanksgiving with the Pilgrims?
	True or False? Female turkeys do not gobble. Only male turkeys gobble.
	a) True     b) False

	What percentage of Americans skip turkey on Thanksgiving?
	a) 2%     b) 12%     c) 24%     d) 30%

	Which president made Thanksgiving a permanent holiday?
	a) John Adams     b) Abraham Lincoln     c) Calvin Coolidge

	How many calories (on average) are consumed, per person, at Thanksgiving dinner?
	a) 2,300 calories     b) 4,500 calories      c) 5,700 calories      d) 8,000 calories

	When was the first turkey trot?
	Black Friday is the biggest day of the year for what trade profession?
	Trivia
	Video

	Who was the first president to pardon a turkey?
	a) Thomas Jefferson     b) John F. Kennedy     c) Richard Nixon     d) Jimmy Carter

	Trivia

	How many pumpkin pies are consumed in the United States on Thanksgiving?
	True or False: Americans prefer Pumpkin Pie over Apple Pie.
	a) True     b) False

	What year did the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade start?
	a) 1900        b) 1928       c)1941

	What percentage of Americans prefer Thanksgiving leftovers to Thanksgiving dinner?
	a) 20%     b) 40%      c) 60%     d) 80%

	In 1992 this comedian released his famous "Thanksgiving Song."
	When was the GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE introduced to Thanksgiving dinners?
	According to the Guinness Book of World Records, how much does the heaviest turkey on record weigh?
	a)  57 lbs.      b) 79 lbs.     c) 86 lbs.      d) 105 lbs.

	Statistically, what is American's favorite Thanksgiving side dish?
	a) Cranberries     b) Stuffing     c) Mashed Potatoes

	True or False: The name of the Native American interpreter who
	helped the Pilgrims was Squanto.
	a) True    b) False

	Which president refused to celebrate Thanksgiving?
	a) Thomas Jefferson    b) Grover Cleveland     C) Zachary Taylor
	Good
	work!

	Thanksgiving Trivia Answer Sheet
	Directions:
	Circle your answer for each question below.
	Trivia Video
	Name/Team Name: _____________________________

	Score:
	____/ 20
	A    B    C    D
	A    B    C    D
	1934    or      1954
	A    B     C    D
	True     or     False
	12%    or    22%    or       32%
	John Abrams   or    Abraham Lincoln   or    Calvin Coolidge
	A    B     C    D
	A    B    C     D
	A    B     C    D
	A    B     C    D
	True    or     False
	1900   or   1928   or   1941
	18%   or   50%   or   68%   or   80%
	A   B   C   D
	A   B   C   D
	38 pounds   or   59 pounds   or   86 pounds
	Cranberries   or   Stuffing   or   Mashed Potatoes
	True   or   False
	Thomas Jefferson   or   Grover Cleveland
	or   Zachary Taylor
	Thanksgiving Trivia
	Answer Key
	Directions:
	If you'd like to check student answers without the video, here is the answer key.


	ANSWER KEY
	A) 3 Days
	B) John F. Kennedy
	1934
	C) The Wampanoag
	True
	12%
	Abraham Lincoln

	B) 4,500 calories
	A) 1896
	D) Plumbers
	11. C) 50 million
	12.  False
	13.  1928
	14.  80%
	15. C) Adam Sandler
	16.  B) 1955
	17. 86 pounds
	18.  Stuffing
	19. True
	20.  Thomas Jefferson

	Thanks for playing!
	Check out more Brain Breaks on YouTube!
	www.amandazieba.com


	PROMPTS

	WRITING
	HOW TO USE
	THE WRITING PROMPTS
	How do we get better at any skill? We practice. If you want to be a better free-throw shooter, you get on the line and shoot free throws. If you want to be a faster swimmer, you get in the pool. The same is true for writing. The more we do it, the better we get.
	In my classroom, this looks like ten minutes of writing every day. We start at five minutes a day the first week and build up, adding a minute a week, until we reach ten. The prompts in this resource will help you make that practice fun and engaging and also purposeful. The prompts will cover a variety of high interest topics, purposes and forms including fiction, nonfiction, and reflections, with an emphasis on building stamina, idea generation, and enjoyment. When applicable, I call out the genre focus and/or specific skill being practiced. Also, below you can see a list of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) that are routinely addressed and covered by doing these daily writing prompts.
	Writing CCSS: W 6-8.2, W 6-8.3, W 6-8.4, W 6-8.5, W 6-8.9, W 6-8.10
	If you want, keep these “curriculum and standard” pieces of information to yourself, go for it! There is no need to let the kids know we have a secret plan to trick them into being better writers and hating it a little bit less each day!
	You can either print the following prompt pages for students to directly write on (and then keep in a folder/binder) or project the prompt (via these SLIDES) onto a whiteboard/screen and have students do their writing in a dedicated notebook. Whatever works best for you... go for it!
	My hope is that the daily practice becomes something that students look forward to rather than dread. I hope that as students see the words and ideas pile up, their confidence grows. I hope that by having this resource of high-quality, ready to go prompts, your life will be made just little bit easier!
	Happy Writing!
	P.S. For more ideas on how to get reluctant writers going, watch this video.


	MULTI-USE
	FORMS
	The following pages will be used multiple times throughout the resources, but are included just once to save space.
	Free Write Fridays
	Gem and Opportunity Feedback Sheets
	Writing Rubric Sheets


	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	Rubric
	Created by the Word Nerd



	JOURNAL
	WRITING RUBRIC
	Use this rubric to first communicate your writing expectations to students and then to evaluate the writing products they create. Students and/or peers can also use this rubric to self/peer score/evaluate the pieces of writing.
	The rubric can be found at the bottom of each prompt for easy access for both you and your students. There is also a page with 3 rubrics to print and cut for use with this or other writing tasks.
	I assign 2 points if the task was completed and done well, 1 if the task was attempted but not mastered, and 0 if the task was not attempted at all.
	Again, the Writing CCSS routinely covered and practiced with these prompts include:
	W 6-8.2, W 6-8.3, W 6-8.4, W 6-8.5, W 6-8.9, W 6-8.10
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	WRITING PROMPTS
	November 3-7
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Who Would You Pick?
	Style/Skills:
	Personal Reflection
	Persuasion
	What Would This Robot Do?
	Style/Skills:
	Creative Thinking
	Science Fiction
	Description

	Wednesday
	Word Choice Word Play
	Style/Skills:
	Word Choice
	Figurative Language
	Strong Verbs

	Thursday
	Majestic Mutations
	Style/Skills:
	Creative Thinking
	Description
	Science Fiction

	Friday
	Free Write Friday
	Write whatever you’d like... including continuing a past prompt. :)
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	WRITING PROMPTS
	November 10-14
	Monday
	Tuesday
	An Ocean Sized Forest
	Style/Skills:
	Creative Writing
	Dystopian Genre
	Why Do You Shine?

	Style/Skills:
	Personal Reflection


	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Lost at the Museum
	Style/Skills:
	Creative Writing
	Setting Details
	Talking with Gramps

	Style/Skills:
	Dialogue Writing
	Characterization


	Friday
	Free Write Friday
	Write whatever you’d like... including continuing a past prompt. :)
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	WRITING PROMPTS
	November 17-21
	Monday
	Tuesday
	A New Discovery
	Style/Skills:
	Science Fiction
	Descriptive Writing
	Big Things Start Small
	Style/Skills:
	Personal Reflection
	Motivational Writing (Persuasive)

	Wednesday
	Family Celebrations
	Style/Skills:
	Personal Reflection
	Description

	Thursday
	Came From Nowhere
	Style/Skills:
	Creative Writing
	Predictions
	Time/Transition/Location Words

	Friday
	Free Write Friday
	Write whatever you’d like... including continuing a past prompt. :)
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric


	WRITING PROMPTS
	November 24-28
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Fortune Cookie
	Style/Skills:
	Creative Writing
	Prediction
	Three Things Happened...
	Style/Skills:
	Chronological Order
	Content Flow
	Transition Words

	Wednesday
	Perfect Day
	Style/Skills:
	Personal Reflection

	Thursday
	Searching for More
	Style/Skills:
	Cross Curriculum Connections (Social Studies/History)
	Creative Writing

	Friday
	Free Write Friday
	Write whatever you’d like... including continuing a past prompt. :)
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric
	FROM THE WORD NERD



	WRITING PROMPTS
	NAME: _________________________________
	www.wordnerdcollaborative.com
	Rubric


	LESSONS
	Theme Lesson
	Review the story element of theme through...
	Definition slides
	Literary and film examples
	Interactive exploration group activity
	Individual writing assessment    + rubric

	Theme Lesson
	Hey there, Teacher Friend!
	Happy Teaching!

	Amanda
	The Word Nerd


	Theme Lesson
	Table of Contents
	Examples in Literature and Film List .... 90
	Link to Direct Instruction Slides ... 91
	Student Note Taking Sheets ... 91-94
	Interactive Exploration/Poster Activity ... 95-105 Student Response Worksheet ... 106


	Theme Lesson
	Examples in Literature and Film
	Circle of Life
	Coming of Age
	Faith vs. Doubt
	Fate vs. Free Will
	Good vs. Evil
	Hubris
	Identity
	Justice
	Pursuit of Love
	Revenge
	Survival
	The Word Nerd


	Use these slides
	to introduce/review Theme.
	https://www.canva.com/design/DAF5thmrS00/vvfGm2CrZb9PqbvWRHRFtg/edit?utm_content=DAF5thmrS00&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
	Created by The Word Nerd, Amanda Zieba

	Notes Sheet
	Theme
	A _____   _______
	A ______ or “take away” learned or experienced through the _________ and their situation.
	If done well, theme can add a meaningful _____ to a story that will help you _______ the story to your real life as well as learn an important lesson.
	Theme is ______ than ____.
	Theme occurs ____ times throughout the story.
	Theme can be ______ or obvious.
	Theme can also be defined as the ___  ____ or underlying _______.


	Circle of Life
	Coming of Age
	Faith vs. Doubt
	Good vs. Evil
	Fate vs. Free Will
	Hubris
	Identity
	Justice
	Pursuit of Love
	Survival
	__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Theme: Circle of Life
	Definition:
	Books with this theme explore the ideas that what comes around, goes around and that life isn’t a permanent state. These books help us understand that death is an evolution rather than THE END.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Coming of Age
	Definition:
	This theme involves the intense experiences of transitioning from a child to an adult, and how these growing up experiences shape the future of the main character.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Faith vs. Doubt
	Definition:
	Whether it’s faith in a religion, a higher being, other people, or belief in their own self, believing is is a difficult task for the main character in books with this theme. Through the story they discover if their long held faith is worth hanging on to.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Fate vs. Free Will
	Definition:
	The main character ponders how much of our actions as humans are decided by fate and how much is dictated by free will. These main characters wonder: are we in control of our own lives, or not?



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Good vs. Evil
	Definition:
	This story features an external battle between good and evil forces... a battle whose outcome will have a large impact.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Hubris
	Definition:
	A story in which the main character exudes excessive self-confidence as well as the terrible decisions that arise from it. (Hint: often found in mythology)



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Identity
	Definition:
	The main character wrestles with the question: Who am I? “Identity” refers to the qualities that make one person different from another. How much of a difference exists between one person and another? Is that different important? Why?



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Justice
	Definition:
	What makes a society just? Justice, in its broadest sense, is the concept that individuals are to be treated in a manner that is equitable and fair. These theme looks at the consequences of just and unjust actions and what qualifies those actions to be just and/or unjust.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Pursuit of Love
	Definition:
	Some say love is the most important thing in the entire world. Whether it’s romantic, familial, or platonic love, this kind of story is about a person’s quest to find love and the conflict that comes from pursuing it.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Revenge
	Definition:
	This story follows a character as they attempt to find and put right wrongs that have been committed. Revenge is tempting, but is it worth it? Can revenge beget justice? And How far is too far? These are the questions a main character grapples with in a story with this theme.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.
	Theme: Survival
	Definition:
	The literary theme of survival applies to stories about being about fighting against nature to stay alive, but it also applies to stories about the survival of ideas, groups, and society/humanity-at-large.



	Examples
	In the space below, list examples of books and movies that showcase this theme/lesson learned.

	Chosen Theme: _________________
	Book/Movie:________________
	Author/Screen Writer: _____________
	Analyzing How a Story is Seen

	PAGE VS. SCREEN
	AN INTERACTIVE LESSON ON  BOOKS AND MOVIES
	There are all sorts of ways to tell a story and all sorts of things we can learn about storytelling by experiencing different versions.
	This resource will help you and students deconstruct and compare different versions of a story, specifically, books and movies. The goal is to better understand how a story is made and how story elements impact a reader, all while focusing on my favorite part of stories... enjoying them!
	Standards Covered in this Resource
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.7
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.9

	If you have any questions while using this resource, feel free to reach out!
	wordnerd@amandazieba.com
	Happy teaching, reading, watching and writing!
	Amanda Zieba
	(aka: The Word Nerd)
	Analyzing How a Story is Seen
	from the Word Nerd Collaborative


	Step 1:
	Read chapter 1 of your chosen story. You can either do this directly from a physical copy of the book, or if you don’t have access to the book, head to Amazon.com and click “read sample”.

	Step 2:
	Go to ScreenWritersNetwork.org and search for your movie script. You can either print a few pages of the script or have students read directly from the website. To help your students understand the lingo and abbreviations that come with this format, use this brief slideshow.

	Step 4:
	Compare! Using the next few pages, record important information about each version of the story and then, look for similarities and differences. Use these as the pre-writing phrase for any longer pieces of writing you’d like your students to complete.

	Step 3:
	Watch the movie. Watch as long as you’d like, but I recommend (for the sake of the activity) to watch until the end of the chapter 1 event. Later you can come back and watch more as a reward for finishing the book/activity/etc.  You know your school best, so watch via DVD/Streaming/etc. as your school allows. Do not just show the trailer... more on this soon. :)
	Standards Covered in this Resource
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.7
	CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.9

	Name:
	___________________Class: ________
	C3 Story Parts To Remember!

	Title
	Author/
	Writer
	Characters
	Setting
	Conflict
	Point of View
	Additional
	Details
	Directions: Read/listen to the first chapter of the book, read the first scene of the screen play and watch the first scene of the movie. For each, identify as many story element pieces as possible.



	Story Elements
	Book
	Chapter 1
	Screen Play
	Scene 1
	Movie
	Scene 1

	Compare and Contrast
	Questions to ask yourself:

	Movie
	Blurb
	Overall, which introduction version (the blurb or the movie trailer) did a better job of making you want to read/experience the story? Why? Be specific! What elements pulled you in?
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Analyzing How a Story is Seen
	EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
	Option 1
	Option 2
	Option 4
	Option 3
	No matter what option you choose, have fun showcasing what you have learned!



	COMPARING
	7TH GRADE ELA
	USING THE S.P.A.R.K. FRAMEWORK
	Primary Standard
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.7


	Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text.
	Layered Standards
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1


	Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis.
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.6

	Determine an author’s point of view or purpose and analyze how the author distinguishes that position.
	Students will compare and contrast how the true story of Arthur the dog is presented in:
	Hollywood film
	Nonfiction news articles
	Documentary/interview footage
	Students will analyze:
	Media Choices
	Author’s Purpose
	Accuracy vs Entertainment
	How Different Formats Shape Audience Emotions
	How do different forms of media change the way a true story is told?
	Students can:
	Compare how a story is presented across media forms
	Identify similarities and differences between fictional and nonfiction accounts
	Explain how filmmakers and journalists shape audience emotions
	Support ideas with evidence
	Movie: Arthur the King
	Nonfiction Articles
	The Guardian Article: “The Day
	I Met Arthur”
	History vs Hollywood: Arthur
	the King True Story Comparison


	S: Start with the Hook
	LESSON PLAN
	S — START WITH A HOOK (5 MINUTES)
	HOOK QUESTION:

	“If Hollywood turns a true story into a movie, should they stick to the facts or make it more dramatic?”
	STUDENTS:
	Discuss with a partner, stand on a continuum, or vote:
	FACTS FIRST
	ENTERTAINMENT FIRST
	INTRODUCE THE “HOLLYWOOD OR REAL LIFE?” GAME
	TELL STUDENTS:
	“As we watch scenes from Arthur the King,
	your job is to predict: Did this REALLY happen…
	or did Hollywood change it?”
	STUDENTS VOTE AFTER EACH CLIP:
	Real
	Hollywood
	Clip 1
	“The Meatball Scene”
	Approximate Time:


	18:00–21:00
	Purpose:

	Arthur first bonds with the team after being fed.
	Clip 2
	“Arthur Refuses to Leave”
	Approximate Time:


	43:00–48:00
	Purpose: Arthur continues following the racers through harsh terrain.

	Clip 3
	“The Kayaking Rescue”
	Approximate Time:


	1:18:00–1:24:00
	Purpose: Arthur jumps into dangerous water and the team risks the race to save him.

	CREATED BY AMANDA ZIEBA, THE WORD NERD
	P — PROVIDE SHORT CONTENT  (60 MINUTES)
	ADVENTURE RACE CHECKPOINTS ACTIVITY
	PLACE 4 SIGNS AROUND THE CLASSROOM:
	JUNGLE
	MOUNTAIN
	RIVER
	FINISH LINE
	CHECKPOINT #1: JUNGLE
	Read Nonfiction Excerpt from: The Guardian Article

	AS YOU READ, THINK ABOUT:
	Arthur following the racers
	Mikael feeding Arthur
	the emotional bond
	AFTERWARD, DISCUSS:

	What stayed the same?
	What did the movie dramatize?
	Why would filmmakers make changes?
	CHECKPOINT #2: MOUNTAIN
	Watch This ESPN Documentary Clip.

	AS YOU WATCH/LISTEN, THINK ABOUT:
	Which version feels more emotional?
	Which feels more trustworthy?
	How are documentaries different from Hollywood movies?
	CREATED BY AMANDA ZIEBA, THE WORD NERD
	CHECKPOINT #3: RIVER
	Rewatch Movie Clip #3 - The Kayaking Rescue
	(1:18:00–1:24:00)


	AS YOU WATCH, ASK YOURSELF:
	If YOU were directing this scene, how would
	you make it even more emotional?
	Music
	Slow Motion
	Camera Angles
	Lighting
	Sound Effects
	THEN DISCUSS:
	Would those changes make the story more entertaining… or less accurate?
	CHECKPOINT #4: FINISH LINE
	Read this nonfiction article from
	History vs. Hollywood
	AS YOU READ, THINK ABOUT:
	Which change surprised you the most?

	CREATED BY AMANDA ZIEBA, THE WORD NERD
	CREATED BY AMANDA ZIEBA, THE WORD NERD
	A — ASK AND GUIDE
	(10 MINUTES)
	FULL CLASS DISCUSSION

	Pose these questions to student. Aask them to discuss in their racing groups and pick a spokesperson to share when their group is called upon.
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	1. What details stayed the same across all versions?
	Sentence Starter:
	“Both the movie and nonfiction texts show…”
	2. What changes did the filmmakers make?

	Sentence Starter:
	“The movie version changed…”
	3. What was the purpose of each media form?

	Sentence Starters:
	“The filmmakers wanted viewers to…”
	“The article focused on…”
	“The documentary emphasized…”
	4. What evidence supports your thinking?

	Sentence Starter:
	“In the article, it states…”
	“In the movie clip, viewers can see…”
	CREATED BY AMANDA ZIEBA, THE WORD NERD
	R — RESPOND WITH WRITING (15 MINUTES)
	WRITING PROMPT:

	Compare how Arthur’s story is told in the movie, nonfiction article, and documentary/interview clips.
	STUDENTS SHOULD:
	Identify similarities
	Identify differences
	Explain which version felt most powerful or trustworthy
	Use evidence
	OPTIONAL WRITING FRAME:

	“The movie, article, and documentary all show ________. However, the movie changes ________. The most effective version was ________ because ________.”
	K — KEEP IT GOING! (15 MINUTES)
	FINAL ACTIVITY:
	NEWS REPORTER VS MOVIE TRAILER

	STUDENTS WORK IN PAIRS.
	PARTNER 1: CREATES A DRAMATIC MOVIE TRAILER VOICEOVER.

	Example: “One dog. One impossible journey. One
	team fighting for survival…”
	PARTNER 2: CREATE A FACTUAL NEWS REPORT VERSION.

	Example: “Adventure racer Mikael Lindnord
	encountered a stray dog during a race in Ecuador…”
	SHARE OUT

	STUDENTS PRESENT MINI PERFORMANCES TO THE CLASS.
	ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
	November 2026
	BECAUSE YOU DESERVE THEM!


	Comprehension Strategy
	Improve your students' reading comprehension with this fun strategy! In this video, I will teach you how to engage your students by letting them play with playdough while you read aloud - yep, you read that right. You can use this strategy with fiction or nonfiction text, and with students of all ages. After this quick 8 minute tutorial video, you'll be ready to bring a whole new level of understanding (and fun!) to your reading lesson.

	Books into Movies
	Quick Recs
	FCF

	Would You Rather...

	Sports Edition
	TAKEAWAYS
	Even silly prompts (“Would you rather have pizza every day or ice cream every day?”) still help students practice the serious structure of argumentative writing—without the intimidation of “real” essay topics. This lowers the stakes while reinforcing core skills.
	Choosing a side → Making a clear claim.
	Backing it up → Giving 2–3 strong reasons with evidence or examples.
	Using transitions → Showing relationships between ideas.
	Acknowledging the other side → Strengthening their argument.
	Concluding clearly → Wrapping up their reasoning in a persuasive way.

	Video Link
	SPARK STUDENT ENGAGEMENT -
	START WITH THE VIDEO!
	CREATED BY THE WORD NERD



	STANDARDS  IN  ACTION
	W.6.1 – Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
	W.6.1a – Introduce claims clearly, organize reasons and evidence.
	W.6.1b – Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
	W.6.1c – Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence.
	W.6.1d – Establish and maintain a formal style.
	W.6.1e – Provide a concluding statement or section.

	BUILD YOUR CASE
	You’ve made your choice… now it’s time to convince someone else to agree with you! Use this organizer to help plan and write your persuasive paragraph. Strong persuasive writers make a claim, give clear reasons, support their ideas, and wrap it all up like a pro!
	FOLLOW THESE STEPS!
	✅ Step 1: Make Your Claim
	Write a strong opening sentence that clearly states your answer to the Would You Rather question.
	Example: I would rather live in a treehouse than on a boat because I love nature and dislike water.

	✅ Step 2: Give Your Reasons
	List 2–3 strong reasons why you chose your answer. Add examples or explanations for each one.

	✅ Step 3: Use Transitions
	Use words like because, for example, in addition, also, however, even though to connect your ideas and make your writing flow.

	✅ Step 4: Think About the Other Side
	Can you think of why someone might choose the other option? Briefly explain why your choice is still the better one.
	Example: Some people might say... But I think...

	✅ Step 5: Wrap It Up
	Write a conclusion sentence that restates your choice and leaves the reader convinced.
	Example: That’s why I would definitely rather live in a treehouse!



	WOULD YOU RATHER?
	Name: _________________________________
	VIDEO
	Video Link
	Respond: Which would you rather match up do you have the strongest feelings about? Why?
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	CREATED BY THE WORD NERD
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	______________ or ____________ ??
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	be an athlete or a coach?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	attend a professional sports event or a college sports event?
	Created by the Word Nerd
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:
	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	be the highest paid player on a team or be on the most successful team?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Rubric

	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	be the referee/umpire or the announcer/commentator?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	watch sports in person or on TV?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	get a brand deal for shoes or a sports drink?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:
	SPORTS EDITION
	Created by the Word Nerd



	Would You Rather...
	be the #1 Draft Pick or Rookie of the Year?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:
	SPORTS EDITION


	Would You Rather...
	be stronger physically or mentally?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd

	Name:
	Date:

	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	have an animal mascot or a non-animal mascot?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.

	Name:
	Date:
	SPORTS EDITION

	Would You Rather...
	compete in an individual sport or team sport?
	Use this space to brain-dump ideas, list reasons, or otherwise plan your response.
	Created by the Word Nerd
	Rubric



	Gratitude

	LOUD
	noticed.

	SPROUTING NEW IDEAS EVERY DAY
	Leaves Fall

	OKAY.
	NOVEMBER
	Happy
	TEACHING
	ROCKS
	big
	things
	start
	small
	ROLL THE CREDITS!
	Dear Teacher Friend,
	And that's a wrap! Well, on November anyway. We've still got plenty of scenes left to shoot before this school year's grand finale. At the beginning of the month, we talked about how teaching is a lot like directing a movie. There are scripts to follow, scenes to edit, unexpected plot twists, and a cast of characters who occasionally decide to improvise. (Usually at the most inconvenient moments, lol.)
	But there's one more part of movie-making I want to talk about before we close the curtain on November. The credits. Have you ever stayed in the theater long enough to watch ALL the credits roll? I'm always amazed by how many people it takes to bring one story to life. Hundreds, sometimes thousands, of people contributing their talents, time, and energy to create something wonderful. And while the actors might get most of the applause, we know the movie wouldn't exist without everyone else. I think teaching is a lot like that, too.
	Sure, you're the director of your classroom. But you've also got a supporting cast helping you create something special.
	The colleague who shares a lesson that saves you an hour of planning.
	The student who makes everyone laugh at exactly the right moment.
	The custodian who keeps your classroom looking its best.
	The friend who listens to your stories after school.
	The family member who handles dinner when your brain has officially clocked out for the day.
	And let's not forget YOU. The person making a thousand little decisions, finding creative solutions, and bringing this whole production together.
	As we wrap up November, a month when gratitude naturally takes center stage, I want to encourage you to roll the credits on your own classroom production. Who deserves a shout-out? Who helped make your month a little easier, brighter, or more enjoyable? Maybe send them a quick thank-you text, leave a sticky note on their desk, or simply tell them how much you appreciate them. Use the next two page as space to reflect and then take action and share your gratitude with the supporting cast in your life!
	And while you're at it, give yourself a little credit, too. Because the best productions aren't created by one person doing everything. They're created by people bringing their best to the table, helping each other out, and enjoying the process along the way.
	I'm grateful to be a small part of your supporting cast here at the Word Nerd Collaborative. Thank you for inviting me into your classroom, trusting me with a little piece of your planning, and allowing me to help make your teaching days a bit easier. Now, go enjoy the blooper reel, celebrate your cast, and get ready for the next adventure.
	, AMANDA
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