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THE DIFFERENT FONT FAMILIES
understanding what you have available to you
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FONT FAMILY ≠ FONT STYLE.

For example, serif is a font family/category, while things like bold, italic,
condensed, light and extended are styles or variations.
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HOW I PAIR FONTS
Let’s work with 3 fonts at a time
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01. Create contrast, not competition

Fonts should complement each other, not fight for
attention. If one font is bold or full of personality, I’ll
usually balance it with something cleaner and more
understated.

02. My go-to trio is Serif + Sans Serif

+ Script
This is the combination I use most often. It naturally
creates contrast while giving me enough variety to
build a clear typography system.

03. Give each font a purpose

I don’t add a third font just for the sake of it. Each
font should have a role, whether that’s headers,
subheaders, body copy or accents.

04. Never use more than one Script

Script fonts already have a lot of personality. One is
enough to add character without making the
typography feel overly decorative or messy.

05. Avoid pairing too many bold fonts

Not every font needs to make a statement. I’ll
usually choose one stronger font and balance it with
lighter or simpler typography.

06. If using two Serifs, create contrast

I’ll rarely pair two very similar serifs. If I use two,
one might be thicker and more dominant, while the
other is finer and more delicate.
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07. The same applies to Sans Serifs

If I’m pairing two sans serif fonts, I look for a
noticeable difference between them, such as thick +
thin, structured + soft, or bold + minimal.

08. You don't have to use every font

family
I personally don’t use Display or Monospace fonts
very often because they don’t tend to suit my design
style. That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t use them.
Your typography choices should reflect your own
creative style and the brand you're designing for.

09. Three fonts is a maximum, not a

requirement

Sometimes two fonts are all a brand needs. Don’t
add another font just because you feel like you
should have three.
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SOME OF MY FAVE COMBOS! 

Editors Note
Arimo

Altesse

Barnaby
Helvetica Neue

Texas Hero

The One
Soleil

NostalgiaPeach Creme  
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WHERE TO BUY FONTS
My go to places!
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www.creativemarket.com

M O D U L E  T H I R T E E N

www.myfonts.com www.blansalvage.co

www.jenwagner.co
www.pangrampangram.com

www.fonts.adobe.com
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UNDERSTANDING FONT LICENSES
this is so important
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YOUR PLAYBOOK PRACTICE
Action Task
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YOUR PLAYBOOK PRACTICE

Take 10–15 minutes to answer these:

Analyse your fonts! Do we need to elevate them a little more?

1. Choose your lead font

 Pick one font that best represents the personality you want your brand to communicate.

Is it refined? Bold? Playful? Editorial? Minimal? Feminine? Modern?

2. Choose your supporting font

 Using the pairing rules from this lesson, choose a second font that creates contrast rather than competition.

Think: Serif + Sans Serif, Thick + Thin, Statement + Simple.

3. Add an accent font, if needed

 Choose a third font to add personality to your typography system. This could be a Script, another contrasting Serif or Sans Serif.



TURN THE PAIGE
and follow The PlayBook

N E X T  U P :  C R E A T I N G  B R A N D  P A T T E R N S
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