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** More resources will be added in the future including a Reading
Round Up Video to briefly explain every video on this list and
possibly even some thematic coloring sheets. 
As always, please email me with any title requests 
or questions. (wordnerd@amandazieba.com) 

How to Use This Resource
1.  Choose a title from the biography memoir list.
2.  Scan the QR code to play the read-aloud video.
3.  Students complete the response sheet while listening.
4.  Students vote: Would you keep reading?
5. Display the book cover poster to build classroom book buzz.

Classroom Use Ideas Quick List:
First Chapter Friday
Sub plans
Book tasting stations
Library preview lessons
Early finisher reading activities

THIS RESOURCE
In this resource you will find a curated list of biographies and memoirs

as well as a variety of accompanying materals. 

HAPPY READING!

To check the reading level,
video length or to find a book
purchasing link, look at this

Google Doc that organizes ALL
of my First Chapter Friday read

aloud videos alphabetically. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZbajyYFfqmIy5vPfusjTiNTEiyll_yOeBpfmrbltzQM/edit?usp=sharing


Writing Prompt
Library

ChatBot for 
Reading Recs and 
Lesson Planning

First Chapter
Friday Videos

Brain Break Videos

an app from Amanda Zieba
Word Nerd DailyWord Nerd DailyWord Nerd Daily

AVIALBLE FOR APPLE AND ANDROID DEVICES



Not sure how First Chapter Friday works? 
Check out this video for a full explanation and 4 implementation ideas.

If you prefer a written description in lieu of a video, click here.

Click here for a live, continually updated, Google Doc of the First
Chapter Friday videos on my channel. Additionally you will find links to
purchase the books and watch the read aloud videos, as well as book
reading levels, genre/format, video length and more!

All my best,
Amanda Zieba 

FIRST CHAPTERFIRST CHAPTER
Friday Videos

www.amandazieba.com

Teachers Pay Teachers: The Word Nerd 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOqwl_z20o?sub_confirmation=1
https://amandazieba.com/blog/what-is-first-chapter-friday
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZbajyYFfqmIy5vPfusjTiNTEiyll_yOeBpfmrbltzQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOqwl_z20o?sub_confirmation=1
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WNC BOOK LIST

Call of the Klondike 
        by David Meisner 

Change the Game 
        by Colin Kaepernick

I Am Malala 
        by Malala Yousafzai

Who is Taylor Swift
      by Kristen Anderson

BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR
These books are stories written by famous people. In a
memoir, people about their own lives. In a biography,
another person writes about a famous person’s life.

https://youtu.be/iSdNpd9q5w8
https://youtu.be/iSdNpd9q5w8
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/8--ZTBV2elE
https://youtu.be/8--ZTBV2elE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DJMCuCPopo
https://youtu.be/iSdNpd9q5w8
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/8--ZTBV2elE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DJMCuCPopo


FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

INDIVIDUAL
BOOK SHEETS



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Call of the Klondike

by David Meissner

        AR Reading Level: 6.8                             Lexile Level: 110L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our
First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel
free to add your own notes and thoughts in the

bottom box. 
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Name Date

As thousands head north in search of
gold, Marshall Bond and Stanley Pearce
join them, booking passage on a steamship
bound for the Klondike goldfields. The
journey is life threatening, but the two
friends make it to Dawson City, in Canada,
build a cabin, and meet Jack London—all
the while searching for the ultimate
reward: gold!
 
A riveting, true, action-packed
adventure, with their telegrams, diaries,
and letters, as well as newspaper articles
and photographs. An author’s note,
timeline, bibliography, and further
resources encourage readers to dig
deeper into the Gold Rush era.
The clock is ticking and Callum can't trust
anyone...

The remarkable tale of two young men
during the Klondike Gold Rush, told through
first-hand diaries, letters, and more
—“excellent reading” for middle grade fans
of The Call of the Wild and adventure
stories (School Library Journal)

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

David Meissner doesn’t like to sit
still. This is proven true by the many
jobs he has including: teacher, author
(20+ books!), video creator and
organization director. He has also
travelled to more than thirty
countries and is obviously no
stranger to adventure. Another cool
thing about David is that he knows
four languages - English, Spanish,
German and Portuguese! David now
lives in Colorado. You can learn more
about him in this interview we did
back in 2016! -->

https://amand
azieba.com/blo
g/2016/3/28/
author-
research-
trips-an-
interview-
with-david-
meissner 

Non 
Fiction

Read Aloud Video

https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner


Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Change the Game 

by Colin Kaepernick

AR Reading Level: 3.9                  Lexile Level: 670

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

High school star athlete Colin Kaepernick is
at a crossroads in life. Heavily scouted by
colleges and MLB as a baseball pitcher, he
has a bright future ahead of him as a highly
touted prospect. Everyone from his parents
to his teachers and coaches are in
agreement on his future. Colin feels
differently.

Colin isn’t excited about baseball. In the
words of five-time all-star MLB player Adam
Jones, “Baseball is a white man’s game.” Colin
looks up to athletes like Allen Iverson:
talented, hyper-competitive,
unapologetically Black, and dominating their
sports while staying true to themselves.
College football looks a lot more fun than
sleeping on hotel room floors in the minor
leagues of baseball. But Colin doesn't have a
single offer to play football. Yet.

This touching graphic novel explores the
story of how a young change-maker learned
to find himself and never compromise. How
the right decision is very rarely the easy
one, but taking the road less traveled can
make all the difference in the world.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Colin Kaepernick is a professional Super
Bowl quarterback who fights oppression
globally. He founded the Know Your Rights
Camps to advance the liberation and
well-being of Black and Brown people
through education, self-empowerment,
mass-mobilization, and the creation of
new systems that elevate the next
generation of change leaders. In 2019, he
founded Kaepernick Publishing to elevate
a new generation of writers and
creators through the development and
publication of meaningful works of all
enres with the focus of amplifying diverse

views and voices. I
Color Myself
Different, a New
York Times
bestseller, was his
first book for
children. Change
the Game is his
third book.
Abolition for the
People was his
second.

Read Aloud Video

https://www.amazon.com/Abolition-People-Movement-without-Policing-ebook/dp/B09HY2HMNZ?ref_=ast_author_dp
https://www.amazon.com/Abolition-People-Movement-without-Policing-ebook/dp/B09HY2HMNZ?ref_=ast_author_dp


Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

       AR Reading Level: 7.1                             Lexile Level: 1,000L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your

own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 

 *
 F

I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
 

Name Date

I Am Malala. This is my story. Malala Yousafzai
was only ten years old when the Taliban took
control of her region. They said music was a
crime. They said women weren't allowed to go
to the market. They said girls couldn't go to
school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of
Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was
taught to stand up for what she believes. So
she fought for her right to be educated. And on
October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for
the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding
the bus on her way home from school. No one
expected her to survive.

Now Malala is an international symbol of
peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel
Peace Prize winner. In this Young Readers
Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been
reimagined specifically for a younger audience
and includes exclusive photos and material, we
hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl
who knew from a young age that she wanted to
change the world—and did. Malala's powerful
story will open your eyes to another world and
will make you believe in hope, truth, miracles and
the possibility that one person—one young
person—can inspire change in her community
and beyond.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

At a very young age, Malala developed a
thirst for knowledge. For years her father, a
passionate education advocate himself, ran a
learning institution in the city, and school was
a big part of Malala’s family. She later wrote
that her father told her stories about how
she would toddle into classes even before she
could talk and acted as if she were the
teacher. In 2007, when Malala was ten years
old, the situation in the Swat Valley rapidly
changed for her family and community. The
Taliban began to control the Swat Valley and
quickly became the dominant socio-political
force throughout much of northwestern
Pakistan. Girls were banned from attending
school, and cultural activities like dancing and
watching television were prohibited. By the

WHAT I THINK

I Am Malala

by Malala Yousafzai

the end of 2008, the
Taliban had destroyed
some 400 schools.
Malala blogged and
spoke up against the
Taliban in speeches.
These made her a
target and this book, I
am Malala is her story.
You can learn more at: 
https://malala.org/

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

          AR Reading Level: 6.1                           Lexile Level: 920L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add

your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Taylor Swift always knew she wanted to
be a country music artist, so at age
thirteen, she convinced her parents to
move their family out of Pennsylvania to
Nashville. As a singer, songwriter, and
guitarist, Taylor wrote songs about
teenage heartbreak and fitting in with her
peers, and she performed these and other
tunes at open mic nights and karaoke
events. Breaking into the music industry
took longer than she expected because
record executives thought there was no
place in country music for her songs. But
Taylor was fearless and proved them
wrong. Since the release of her self-titled
debut album in 2006, Taylor Swift has
dominated the music charts, reinvented
her sound, won numerous awards, shaken
off public criticism, and spoken up for
herself and others. Whether you're a
lifelong Swiftie or someone who just loves
learning about musicians, this enchanting
book will teach you all about the
experiences that helped Taylor Swift
become the successful superstar many kids
and adults looks up to.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Who is Taylor Swift

by Kirsten Anderson

Read Aloud Video

Kirsten Anderson is a writer and
actress who lives in New York City
with her charming Pomeranian,
Sunflower. She has written several
biographies for children, 

Over 250 Who Was? titles have been
published since the series first began in 2002.
And with the addition of the What Was? and
Where Is? series, readers now have more
than 200 amazing books about influential
people, world-famous landmarks, and
compelling historical events.

Welcome to the best
place to discover all
the fascinating
stories and amazing
facts about
trailblazers, legends,
places, and events.



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

INDIVIDUAL
BOOK POSTERS



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

CALL OF THE KLONDIKEBy David Meissner



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

C H A N G E  T H E  G AMEBy Colin Kaepernick



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

I  A M  M A L A L A
By Malala Yousafzai



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

WHO IS TAYLOR SWIFT?By Kirsten Anderson
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	Call of the Klondike by David Meissner
	As thousands head north in search of gold, Marshall Bond and Stanley Pearce join them, booking passage on a steamship bound for the Klondike goldfields. The journey is life threatening, but the two friends make it to Dawson City, in Canada, build a cabin, and meet Jack London—all the while searching for the ultimate reward: gold!
	A riveting, true, action-packed adventure, with their telegrams, diaries, and letters, as well as newspaper articles and photographs. An author’s note, timeline, bibliography, and further resources encourage readers to dig deeper into the Gold Rush era. The clock is ticking and Callum can't trust anyone...
	The remarkable tale of two young men during the Klondike Gold Rush, told through first-hand diaries, letters, and more—“excellent reading” for middle grade fans of The Call of the Wild and adventure stories (School Library Journal)
	David Meissner doesn’t like to sit still. This is proven true by the many jobs he has including: teacher, author (20+ books!), video creator and organization director. He has also travelled to more than thirty countries and is obviously no stranger to adventure. Another cool thing about David is that he knows four languages - English, Spanish, German and Portuguese! David now lives in Colorado. You can learn more about him in this interview we did back in 2016! -->
	https://amandazieba.com/blog/2016/3/28/author-research-trips-an-interview-with-david-meissner
	AR Reading Level: 6.8                             Lexile Level: 110L

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	Change the Game  by Colin Kaepernick
	What's It About?
	High school star athlete Colin Kaepernick is at a crossroads in life. Heavily scouted by colleges and MLB as a baseball pitcher, he has a bright future ahead of him as a highly touted prospect. Everyone from his parents to his teachers and coaches are in agreement on his future. Colin feels differently.
	Colin isn’t excited about baseball. In the words of five-time all-star MLB player Adam Jones, “Baseball is a white man’s game.” Colin looks up to athletes like Allen Iverson: talented, hyper-competitive, unapologetically Black, and dominating their sports while staying true to themselves. College football looks a lot more fun than sleeping on hotel room floors in the minor leagues of baseball. But Colin doesn't have a single offer to play football. Yet.
	This touching graphic novel explores the story of how a young change-maker learned to find himself and never compromise. How the right decision is very rarely the easy one, but taking the road less traveled can make all the difference in the world.
	Who Wrote It?

	Colin Kaepernick is a professional Super Bowl quarterback who fights oppression globally. He founded the Know Your Rights Camps to advance the liberation and well-being of Black and Brown people through education, self-empowerment, mass-mobilization, and the creation of new systems that elevate the next generation of change leaders. In 2019, he founded Kaepernick Publishing to elevate a new generation of writers and creators through the development and publication of meaningful works of all enres with the focus of amplifying diverse
	views and voices. I Color Myself Different, a New York Times bestseller, was his first book for children. Change the Game is his third book. Abolition for the People was his second.
	AR Reading Level: 3.9                  Lexile Level: 670
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name


	I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	I Am Malala. This is my story. Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to survive.
	Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize winner. In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been reimagined specifically for a younger audience and includes exclusive photos and material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change the world—and did. Malala's powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe in hope, truth, miracles and the possibility that one person—one young person—can inspire change in her community and beyond.
	Who Wrote It?
	At a very young age, Malala developed a thirst for knowledge. For years her father, a passionate education advocate himself, ran a learning institution in the city, and school was a big part of Malala’s family. She later wrote that her father told her stories about how she would toddle into classes even before she could talk and acted as if she were the teacher. In 2007, when Malala was ten years old, the situation in the Swat Valley rapidly changed for her family and community. The Taliban began to control the Swat Valley and quickly became the dominant socio-political force throughout much of northwestern Pakistan. Girls were banned from attending school, and cultural activities like dancing and watching television were prohibited. By the
	the end of 2008, the Taliban had destroyed some 400 schools. Malala blogged and spoke up against the Taliban in speeches. These made her a target and this book, I am Malala is her story. You can learn more at:  https://malala.org/
	AR Reading Level: 7.1                             Lexile Level: 1,000L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.


	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date
	Who is Taylor Swift by Kirsten Anderson
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	Taylor Swift always knew she wanted to be a country music artist, so at age thirteen, she convinced her parents to move their family out of Pennsylvania to Nashville. As a singer, songwriter, and guitarist, Taylor wrote songs about teenage heartbreak and fitting in with her peers, and she performed these and other tunes at open mic nights and karaoke events. Breaking into the music industry took longer than she expected because record executives thought there was no place in country music for her songs. But Taylor was fearless and proved them wrong. Since the release of her self-titled debut album in 2006, Taylor Swift has dominated the music charts, reinvented her sound, won numerous awards, shaken off public criticism, and spoken up for herself and others. Whether you're a lifelong Swiftie or someone who just loves learning about musicians, this enchanting book will teach you all about the experiences that helped Taylor Swift become the successful superstar many kids and adults looks up to.
	Who Wrote It?

	Kirsten Anderson is a writer and actress who lives in New York City with her charming Pomeranian, Sunflower. She has written several biographies for children,
	Over 250 Who Was? titles have been published since the series first began in 2002. And with the addition of the What Was? and Where Is? series, readers now have more than 200 amazing books about influential people, world-famous landmarks, and compelling historical events.
	Welcome to the best place to discover all the fascinating stories and amazing facts about trailblazers, legends, places, and events.

	AR Reading Level: 6.1                           Lexile Level: 920L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO


	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
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