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Opening Prayer (to be read by facilitator)

Dear God, help us in this dialogue to be humble and to suspend judgment. Remind us that
we are all created in Your image. Give us the courage to remain curious about one another
by asking questions and seeking to understand. Thank You, God, for this opportunity to come
together. May our time together help us grow closer to one another and closer to you. AMEN

Opening question: What's a moment from your past that was embarrassing, stressful, or
frustrating at the time, but you can laugh about now?

SBSG - Living the Dream: Week 3

Sermon Title & Synopsis: Living the Dream - Just as Joseph begins to rise in Potiphar's
household, he is falsely accused and thrown into prison. Even there, he becomes a trusted
leader and helps two of Pharaoh’s officials. He asks one of them to remember him, but the
man forgets, leaving Joseph imprisoned for two more years. Joseph does not experience
one disappointing season. He experiences setback after setback. Yet throughout the story,
Scripture repeatedly emphasizes that the Lord was with Joseph. Joseph keeps frusting that
his current circumstances are not the final word over his life.

Bible Reading
Reading the Bible is about reading for practice and spiritual formation - spiritual formation, in
which the reader seeks to be formed by the Spirit of God.

Bible Passage Context

Joseph is Jacob's favorite son, hated by his brothers for it (and for his dreams hinting he'd rule
over them). They sell him into slavery in Egypt, then fake his death to their father. In Egypt,
Joseph becomes a trusted servant in the household of Potiphar, an Egyptian official, which
sets up 39:7-23, where Potiphar's wife tries to seduce him, he refuses, and she falsely accuses
him, landing him in prison.

In prison, Joseph again earns trust and rises to a position of responsibility, which leads into
chapter 40, where he interprets the dreams of Pharaoh's imprisoned cupbearer and baker,
correctly predicting one's restoration and the other's execution.

Read: Genesis 39:7-23 (paraphrased)

Potiphar's wife tried to seduce Joseph, but he refused, saying he wouldn't betray his master's
trust or sin against God. She kept pressuring him daily, but he held firm. One day, alone with
her in the house, she grabbed his garment and demanded he sleep with her. He fled,
leaving the garment behind. Furious at being rejected, she used the garment as false
evidence, telling the household staff and later her husband that Joseph had tried to assault
her. Joseph's master believed her and had Joseph thrown in prison. But God stayed with



Joseph there too, earning him the prison warden's trust, so much so that the warden put him
in charge of the other prisoners and everything ran smoothly under his care.
Genesis 40: 1-23 (paraphrased)

Pharaoh imprisoned his cupbearer and baker in the same jail as Joseph, who was put in
charge of them. Both men had troubling dreams one night, and Joseph offered to interpret
them. The cupbearer dreamed of a vine with three branches producing grapes, which he
squeezed into Pharaoh's cup. Joseph said the three branches meant three days, after which
Pharaoh would restore him to his position—and asked to be remembered once the man was
freed. The baker dreamed of three baskets of bread on his head, with birds eating from the
top one. Joseph said this also meant three days, but Pharaoh would instead have the baker
executed. Three days later, at his birthday feast, Pharaoh restored the cupbearer and
executed the baker, just as Joseph foretold. But the cupbearer forgot all about Joseph.

Bible Passage Questions
e In Genesis 39-40, Joseph repeatedly does what is right, yet his circumstances
contfinue to get worse. What do these chapters show us about the relationship
between faithfulness to God and the circumstances we experience?

e Aswas mentfioned last week the phrase “The Lord was with Joseph” appears
throughout his story, even when Joseph had no idea what was coming next.
How does this repeated reminder shape the way we understand Joseph's story
and the theme of hope in the midst of uncertainty¢

From the Sermon
e When you're in a season where you can't see what God is doing or where
things seem to be getting worse despite your best efforts, what tends to make it
difficult for you to hold onto hope?

e Looking back over your own story, what is one “marker” that reminds you that
God was faithful, even when you couldn’t see what God was doing at the
time?
Digging Deeper on Your Own: Read the entire story of Joseph from Genesis chapters 37-50.
Practicing Gratitude and Prayer
What is something that you're grateful for and is there anything your small group can be

praying for this week?

Close in Prayer



