. First United

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1917 Fifth Avenue, Troy, NY 12180
Unitedprestroy.org  (518)272-2771

JULY 5, 2026
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORDS DAY
GATHERING MUSIC
CENTERING VIDEO
WELCOME & FRAMING
*GATHERING WORDS

Calling all citizens of heaven: exiled dreamers and disciples of love,

God gathers all outcasts under her wing like a mother hen.

Calling all pilgrims of the Spirit, carried on hope’s wings,

God is everywhere, compassionate today, tomorrow, and always!

Calling all travelers between worlds, who translate compassion into peace,

God transforms strangers into neighbors and the forgotten into friends.
Come worship God and be renewed for this long journey towards justice.

As strangers in a strange land, let us worship the Creator of all!

*HYMN #331- God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

God of the ages, whose almighty hand
leads forth in beauty all the starry band
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies,
our grateful songs before thy throne arise.

Thy love divine hath led us in the past.

In this free land by thee our lot is cast.
Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay:
thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way.

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence,
be they strong arm our ever sure defense.
Thy true religion in our hearts increase.
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way.
Lead us from night to never-ending day.
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine,
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

INVITATION TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious One, when you call us to do justice, we hem and haw that
justice is complicated. When you ask us to love mercy, we argue that a
show of strength is the only pathway to peace. You invite us to walk
humbly with you, yet we fail to recognize you in our neighbors, in the
dispossessed, or in the poor and hungry places of our own hearts. We
confess that we have believed the lie of independence and neglected
hospitality as an option and kinship as a choice. Forgive us, we pray, for
the times we have claimed your name, yet rejected your way of
compassion. Gather us again under your wing and teach us to see our
vulnerability as an asset and our interconnectedness as a true source of
strength. In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE
*GLORIA #59- The Steadfast Love of the Lord (refrain)

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, great is your faithfulness.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you!
And also with you!

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
BIRDSONG PRAYER

SCRIPTURE Ezekiel 17:1-10
Luke 13:31-35
SERMON “Consider the Eagle and the
Hen”
*HYMN #195- When Twilight Comes

When twilight comes and the sun sets, mother hen prepares for night’s rest.
As her brood shelters under her wings she gives the love of God to her
nest.

O! What joy to feel her warm heart beat and be near her all night long;
So the young can find repose, then renew tomorrow’s song.

One day the Rabbi, Lord Jesus, called the twelve to share his last meal.
As the hen tends her young, so for them he spent himself to seek and to heal.
O! What joy to be with Christ Jesus, hear his voice, O! sheer delight,
And receive his servant care, all before the coming night.

So gather round once again, friends, touched by fading glow of sun’s
gold,
And recount al our frail human hopes, the dreams of young and stories of
old
O! What joy to pray close together, kneeling as one family,
By a mother’s love embraced in the blessed Trinity.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



COMMUNION
INVITATION
PREFACE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING FOR GOD
SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory!
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest!

THANKSGIVING FOR CHRIST
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Christ did die, Christ did rise, Christ will come again.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest!

INVOCATION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name,

thy kindom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

AMEN

Amen, Amen, Amen
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
*SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

“Wind Beneath My Wings”
Miriam and Florie Parmelee

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
MOMENT FOR MISSION



INVITATION TO GENEROSITY

An offering plate will be passed during the service,
or you may give online through Tithe.ly: https://tithe.ly/give?c=1309305
Please note where you would like your gift to be directed (general fund, deacons, etc.)

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY #328- Praise God, All You Nations

Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!
God’s love is great and endures forever.

Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of Abundance, as we sow and reap and gather into barns, as we
work and earn and calculate our net worth, let us consider the birds of
the air. We give thanks for the food that feeds us and the food that feeds
the birds; for the clothes that cover and warm us and the colors and
textures that clothe the flowers and fields. Bless now these gifts and
help us to dwell in gratitude—a gratitude born of deep trust, deep faith,
and even deeper grace. Ease us away from worry and guide us toward
your Kindom. Amen.

*SONG “O God of All the Nations” (tune: Llangloffan)

O God of all the nations, your ancient prophets saw
That kings and institutions are not above the law.
Integrity is precious, and truth will one day stand;
Your way is peace and justice, and love is your command.

O God, when times are troubled, when lies are seen as truth,
When power-hungry people draw praise and not reproof,
When greed is seen as greatness, when justice is abused,

We pray that those who lead us will know what they must choose.

We pray they'll gather wisdom and lift up high ideals,
To guide our struggling nation along a path that heals.
We pray they'll have the vision to value each good law,

To put aside ambition, to seek the best for all.

O God of all the nations, may those who lead us see
That justice is your blessing, that truth will set us free.
Give all of us the courage to seek the nobler way,
So in this land we cherish, the good will win the day.

*BLESSING
SENDING MUSIC

Preacher: Rev. Marranda Major
Guest Organist: Andy Abolafia
Onscreen Visuals: Charlotte Albertin, Martha Juenger,

\
First-United andJim Parmelee
PRESBY@IAN cHurcH  Audiovisual Production: Martha Juenger

Troy, New York



https://tithe.ly/give?c=1309305

