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** More resources will be added in the future including a Reading
Round Up Video to briefly explain every video on this list and
possibly even some thematic coloring sheets. 
As always, please email me with any title requests 
or questions. (wordnerd@amandazieba.com) 

How to Use This Resource
1.  Choose a title from the animal main character list.
2.  Scan the QR code to play the read-aloud video.
3.  Students complete the response sheet while listening.
4.  Students vote: Would you keep reading?
5. Display the book cover poster to build classroom book buzz.

Classroom Use Ideas Quick List:
First Chapter Friday
Sub plans
Book tasting stations
Library preview lessons
Early finisher reading activities

THIS RESOURCE
In this resource you will find a curated list of books written by famous

people as well as a variety of accompanying materials. 

HAPPY READING!

To check the reading level,
video length or to find a book
purchasing link, look at this

Google Doc that organizes ALL
of my First Chapter Friday read

aloud videos alphabetically. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZbajyYFfqmIy5vPfusjTiNTEiyll_yOeBpfmrbltzQM/edit?usp=sharing


Writing Prompt
Library

ChatBot for 
Reading Recs and 
Lesson Planning

First Chapter
Friday Videos

Brain Break Videos

an app from Amanda Zieba
Word Nerd DailyWord Nerd DailyWord Nerd Daily

AVIALBLE FOR APPLE AND ANDROID DEVICES



Not sure how First Chapter Friday works? 
Check out this video for a full explanation and 4 implementation ideas.

If you prefer a written description in lieu of a video, click here.

Click here for a live, continually updated, Google Doc of the First
Chapter Friday videos on my channel. Additionally you will find links to
purchase the books and watch the read aloud videos, as well as book
reading levels, genre/format, video length and more!

All my best,
Amanda Zieba 

FIRST CHAPTERFIRST CHAPTER
Friday Videos

www.amandazieba.com

Teachers Pay Teachers: The Word Nerd 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOqwl_z20o?sub_confirmation=1
https://amandazieba.com/blog/what-is-first-chapter-friday
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZbajyYFfqmIy5vPfusjTiNTEiyll_yOeBpfmrbltzQM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLOqwl_z20o?sub_confirmation=1
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WNC BOOK LIST

Ain't’ Nobody Gonna Turn Me ‘Round 
by Kathlyn Kirkwood

Becoming Muhammad Ali 
by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander

Change the Game 
by Colin Kaepernick

Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice
by Phillip Hoose

I Am Malala 
by Malala Yousafzai

Jefferson’s Sons 
by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

FAMOUS PEOPLE
These books are stories written by famous people. In a memoir, people about their

own lives. In a biography, another person writes about a famous person’s life.

https://youtu.be/voNG4ZSq4vo
https://youtu.be/voNG4ZSq4vo
https://youtu.be/KW5RZJtN1z0
https://youtu.be/KW5RZJtN1z0
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/tsUvCvR9X6Q
https://youtu.be/8--ZTBV2elE
https://youtu.be/8--ZTBV2elE
https://youtu.be/WQ_1OcjfuBA
https://youtu.be/WQ_1OcjfuBA
https://youtu.be/voNG4ZSq4vo
https://youtu.be/KW5RZJtN1z0
https://youtu.be/t3ekuKJaaPM
https://youtu.be/tsUvCvR9X6Q
https://youtu.be/8--ZTBV2elE
https://youtu.be/WQ_1OcjfuBA


FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

INDIVIDUAL
BOOK SHEETS



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody

Turn Me ‘Round

by Kathlyn Kirkwood

Includes 
Author 
Interview!

        AR Reading Level: N/A                             Lexile Level: N/A

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about
our First Chapter Friday title and its

creator. Feel free to add your own notes and
thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

This brilliant memoir-in-verse tells the
moving story of how a nation learned to
celebrate a hero. Through years of
protests and petition, Kathlyn's story
highlights the foot soldiers who fought to
make Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday a
national holiday.

Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me ’Round is
a deeply moving middle grade memoir about
what it means to be an everyday activist
and foot solider for racial justice, as
Kathlyn recounts how, drawn to activism
from childhood, she went from attending
protests as a teenager to fighting for
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday to
become a national holiday as an adult. A
blueprint for kids starting down their own
paths to civic awareness, it shows life
beyond protests and details the sustained
time, passion, and energy it takes to turn
an idea into a law. Deftly weaving
together monumental historical events
with a heartfelt coming-of-age story and
in-depth information on law making, Ain’t
Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me ’Round is the
perfect engaging example of how history
can help inform the present. 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Author |Educator |Activist

Kathlyn was born in Memphis, Tennessee,
the birthplace of the Blues and the best
finger-lickin’, toe tappin’ barbecue in the
world. When she was born, segregation was
the law in the South. In her family,
education was very important and so she
started in parochial school, then attended
public school beginning in the sixth grade.
High school is where she learned the art of
communicating with people from all walks of
life. After completing my BS and MS at
Memphis State, Kathlyn settled down in
Buffalo, NY.
                            

Non 
Fiction

in Verse

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Becoming Muhammad Ali

by Kwame Alexander 

and James Patterson

Date
Non 
Fiction

in Verse

        AR Reading Level: 5.4                             Lexile Level: 1010L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name

Before he was a household name,
Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles
like any other. James Patterson and
Kwame Alexander join forces to
vividly depict his life up to age
seventeen in both prose and verse,
including his childhood friendships,
struggles in school, the racism he
faced, and his discovery of boxing.
Readers will learn about Cassius’s
family and neighbors in Louisville,
Kentucky, and how Cassius began
training as an amateur boxer at age
twelve. Before long, he won his first
Golden Gloves bout and began his
transformation into the unrivaled
Muhammad Ali. Fully authorized by
and written in cooperation with the
Muhammad Ali estate, Becoming
Muhammad Ali dynamically captures
the budding charisma and youthful
personality of one of the greatest
sports heroes of all time

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

James

Read Aloud Video

Things Kwame and James have in common...   

Award Winning Authors
Both have written more than 40 books!
Advocates for Children’s Literature
Some of their books have been turned
into movies and TV shows!
They are philanthropists, which means
they donate money to charitable causes.

Some differences...
James lives in Florida. 
Kwame lives in London. 
James has a son. 
Kwame has a daughter.
James writes prose. 
Kwame writes poetry.

Kwame



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Change the Game 

by Colin Kaepernick

AR Reading Level: 3.9                  Lexile Level: 670

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

High school star athlete Colin Kaepernick is
at a crossroads in life. Heavily scouted by
colleges and MLB as a baseball pitcher, he
has a bright future ahead of him as a highly
touted prospect. Everyone from his parents
to his teachers and coaches are in
agreement on his future. Colin feels
differently.

Colin isn’t excited about baseball. In the
words of five-time all-star MLB player Adam
Jones, “Baseball is a white man’s game.” Colin
looks up to athletes like Allen Iverson:
talented, hyper-competitive,
unapologetically Black, and dominating their
sports while staying true to themselves.
College football looks a lot more fun than
sleeping on hotel room floors in the minor
leagues of baseball. But Colin doesn't have a
single offer to play football. Yet.

This touching graphic novel explores the
story of how a young change-maker learned
to find himself and never compromise. How
the right decision is very rarely the easy
one, but taking the road less traveled can
make all the difference in the world.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Colin Kaepernick is a professional Super
Bowl quarterback who fights oppression
globally. He founded the Know Your Rights
Camps to advance the liberation and
well-being of Black and Brown people
through education, self-empowerment,
mass-mobilization, and the creation of
new systems that elevate the next
generation of change leaders. In 2019, he
founded Kaepernick Publishing to elevate
a new generation of writers and
creators through the development and
publication of meaningful works of all
enres with the focus of amplifying diverse

views and voices. I
Color Myself
Different, a New
York Times
bestseller, was his
first book for
children. Change
the Game is his
third book.
Abolition for the
People was his
second.

Read Aloud Video

https://www.amazon.com/Abolition-People-Movement-without-Policing-ebook/dp/B09HY2HMNZ?ref_=ast_author_dp
https://www.amazon.com/Abolition-People-Movement-without-Policing-ebook/dp/B09HY2HMNZ?ref_=ast_author_dp


Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.2       Lexile Level: 690L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our
First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free
to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom

box. 
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Name Date

On March 2, 1955, an impassioned
teenager, fed up with the daily injustices
of Jim Crow segregation, refused to give
her seat to a white woman on a
segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama.
Instead of being celebrated as Rosa Parks
would be just nine months later, 15 year
old Claudette Colvin found herself shunned
by her classmates and dismissed by
community leaders. 

Based on extensive interviews with
Claudette Colvin and many others, Phillip
Hoose presents the first in-depth
account of an important yet largely
unknown civil rights figure, skillfully
weaving her dramatic story into the
fabric of the historic Montgomery bus
boycott and court case that would
change the course of American history.

Winner of many awards including:
Newbery Honor Book, Robert F. Sibert
Award Honor, YALSA Award for
Excellence in Nonfiction Finalist and
more! 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

Phillip Hoose is the widely-acclaimed
author of books, essays, stories,
songs, and articles, A graduate of the
Yale School of Forestry and
Environmental Sciences, Hoose was for
37 years a staff member of The
Nature Conservancy, dedicated to
preserving the plants, animals, and
natural communities of the Earth. He is
also a musician and baseball fan. You
can learn more about him and his book  
on www.philliphoose.com. 

WHAT I THINK

Claudette Colvin:

Twice Towards Justice

by Phillip Hoose Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

       AR Reading Level: 7.1                             Lexile Level: 1,000L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your

own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

I Am Malala. This is my story. Malala Yousafzai
was only ten years old when the Taliban took
control of her region. They said music was a
crime. They said women weren't allowed to go
to the market. They said girls couldn't go to
school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of
Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was
taught to stand up for what she believes. So
she fought for her right to be educated. And on
October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for
the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding
the bus on her way home from school. No one
expected her to survive.

Now Malala is an international symbol of
peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel
Peace Prize winner. In this Young Readers
Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been
reimagined specifically for a younger audience
and includes exclusive photos and material, we
hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl
who knew from a young age that she wanted to
change the world—and did. Malala's powerful
story will open your eyes to another world and
will make you believe in hope, truth, miracles and
the possibility that one person—one young
person—can inspire change in her community
and beyond.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

At a very young age, Malala developed a
thirst for knowledge. For years her father, a
passionate education advocate himself, ran a
learning institution in the city, and school was
a big part of Malala’s family. She later wrote
that her father told her stories about how
she would toddle into classes even before she
could talk and acted as if she were the
teacher. In 2007, when Malala was ten years
old, the situation in the Swat Valley rapidly
changed for her family and community. The
Taliban began to control the Swat Valley and
quickly became the dominant socio-political
force throughout much of northwestern
Pakistan. Girls were banned from attending
school, and cultural activities like dancing and
watching television were prohibited. By the

WHAT I THINK

I Am Malala

by Malala Yousafzai

the end of 2008, the
Taliban had destroyed
some 400 schools.
Malala blogged and
spoke up against the
Taliban in speeches.
These made her a
target and this book, I
am Malala is her story.
You can learn more at: 
https://malala.org/

Read Aloud Video



Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Jefferson’s Sons

by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

        AR Reading Level: 5.3                           Lexile Level: 770L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about
our First Chapter Friday title and its creator.
Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts

in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

In 1967, Kimberly was born in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. She always loved to read, often
skipping recess to go talk with her school
librarian. Being a writer floated in her
daydreams, but she didn’t know any
writers, and it didn’t feel like a real job. In
school she loved chemistry in addition to
writing. When she went to college, she
majored in chemistry. She was lucky,
though,  a liberal arts school (Smith)
where she was encouraged to study all
sorts of different subjects, and she took
lots of writing classes. She married my
high-school sweetheart, and for awhile I
worked as a research chemist and wrote
stories late at night and on weekends. But
eventually, she realized she really wanted 

                                        to be a writer and
began pursuing that
path. Kimberly and
her husband and live
in Bristol, TN where
we live on a 52-
acre farm. We love
to travel and learn
about history from
all over the world.

Read Aloud Video

What does it mean when the man who
wrote the Declaration of Independence
is your father and also your slave
master? Beverly, Harriet, Madison, and
Eston are Thomas Jefferson’s children,
but their mother is a slave, so they must
keep their father’s identity secret.
They get special treatment - better
work, better shoes, even violin lessons -
but they are still slaves. Their father
has promised to set them all free when
each turns 21. Some of them are light-
skinned enough that they will be able to
enter white society - and thereby turn
their backs on home forever. Others
won’t have that option. So just what
did their father mean when he wrote all
men are created equal?

Told in three parts from the points of
view of three of Jefferson’s slaves -
Beverly, Madison, and a third boy close
to the Hemings family - these engaging
and poignant voices shed light on what
life was like as one of Thomas
Jefferson’s invisible offspring.



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

INDIVIDUAL
BOOK POSTERS



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

A I N ’ T  G O N N A  L E T  N O B O D Y
by Kathlyn J. KirkwoodT U R N  M E  ‘ R O U N D



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

BECOMMING MUHAMMAD ALIby Kwame Alexander & James Patterson



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

C H A N G E  T H E  G A M EBy Colin Kaepernick



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

C L A U D E T T E  C O L V I N
T W I C E  T O W A R D  J U S T I C Eby Phillip Hoose



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

I  A M  M A L A L A
By Malala Yousafzai



FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY

J E F F E R S O N ’ S  S O N SBy Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
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	Friday Videos
	Not sure how First Chapter Friday works?
	Check out this video for a full explanation and 4 implementation ideas.
	If you prefer a written description in lieu of a video, click here.
	Click here for a live, continually updated, Google Doc of the First Chapter Friday videos on my channel. Additionally you will find links to purchase the books and watch the read aloud videos, as well as book reading levels, genre/format, video length and more!
	All my best,
	Amanda Zieba
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	First
	Friday
	CHAPTER
	Created by Amanda Zieba, The Word Nerd


	First Chapter Friday
	Name:
	Quarter:
	Title/Author      Rating:
	Continue Reading?
	WNC BOOK LIST


	FAMOUS PEOPLE
	Ain't’ Nobody Gonna Turn Me ‘Round
	by Kathlyn Kirkwood

	Becoming Muhammad Ali
	by James Patterson and Kwame Alexander

	Change the Game
	by Colin Kaepernick

	Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice
	by Phillip Hoose

	I Am Malala
	by Malala Yousafzai

	Jefferson’s Sons
	by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley


	INDIVIDUAL
	BOOK SHEETS
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name

	Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me ‘Round
	by Kathlyn Kirkwood
	Author |Educator |Activist
	AR Reading Level: N/A                             Lexile Level: N/A

	I want to read this book:   YES / NO


	WHAT I THINK
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name

	Becoming Muhammad Ali
	by Kwame Alexander
	and James Patterson
	Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other. James Patterson and Kwame Alexander join forces to vividly depict his life up to age seventeen in both prose and verse, including his childhood friendships, struggles in school, the racism he faced, and his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius’s family and neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how Cassius began training as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and began his transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali. Fully authorized by and written in cooperation with the Muhammad Ali estate, Becoming Muhammad Ali dynamically captures the budding charisma and youthful personality of one of the greatest sports heroes of all time
	James
	Kwame
	AR Reading Level: 5.4                             Lexile Level: 1010L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO


	WHAT I THINK
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date


	Change the Game
	by Colin Kaepernick
	What's It About?
	High school star athlete Colin Kaepernick is at a crossroads in life. Heavily scouted by colleges and MLB as a baseball pitcher, he has a bright future ahead of him as a highly touted prospect. Everyone from his parents to his teachers and coaches are in agreement on his future. Colin feels differently.
	Colin isn’t excited about baseball. In the words of five-time all-star MLB player Adam Jones, “Baseball is a white man’s game.” Colin looks up to athletes like Allen Iverson: talented, hyper-competitive, unapologetically Black, and dominating their sports while staying true to themselves. College football looks a lot more fun than sleeping on hotel room floors in the minor leagues of baseball. But Colin doesn't have a single offer to play football. Yet.
	This touching graphic novel explores the story of how a young change-maker learned to find himself and never compromise. How the right decision is very rarely the easy one, but taking the road less traveled can make all the difference in the world.
	Who Wrote It?

	Colin Kaepernick is a professional Super Bowl quarterback who fights oppression globally. He founded the Know Your Rights Camps to advance the liberation and well-being of Black and Brown people through education, self-empowerment, mass-mobilization, and the creation of new systems that elevate the next generation of change leaders. In 2019, he founded Kaepernick Publishing to elevate a new generation of writers and creators through the development and publication of meaningful works of all enres with the focus of amplifying diverse
	views and voices. I Color Myself Different, a New York Times bestseller, was his first book for children. Change the Game is his third book. Abolition for the People was his second.
	AR Reading Level: 3.9                  Lexile Level: 670
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO
	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.


	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Name
	Date
	Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice
	by Phillip Hoose
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager, fed up with the daily injustices of Jim Crow segregation, refused to give her seat to a white woman on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Instead of being celebrated as Rosa Parks would be just nine months later, 15 year old Claudette Colvin found herself shunned by her classmates and dismissed by community leaders.
	Based on extensive interviews with Claudette Colvin and many others, Phillip Hoose presents the first in-depth account of an important yet largely unknown civil rights figure, skillfully weaving her dramatic story into the fabric of the historic Montgomery bus boycott and court case that would change the course of American history.
	Winner of many awards including: Newbery Honor Book, Robert F. Sibert Award Honor, YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction Finalist and more!
	Who Wrote It?
	Phillip Hoose is the widely-acclaimed author of books, essays, stories, songs, and articles, A graduate of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Sciences, Hoose was for 37 years a staff member of The Nature Conservancy, dedicated to preserving the plants, animals, and natural communities of the Earth. He is also a musician and baseball fan. You can learn more about him and his book  on www.philliphoose.com.
	AR Reading Level: 4.2       Lexile Level: 690L
	I want to read this book:   YES / NO


	WHAT I THINK
	Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.
	* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *  FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY  *
	Date
	Name


	I Am Malala
	by Malala Yousafzai
	Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.
	What's It About?
	I Am Malala. This is my story. Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to survive.
	Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize winner. In this Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which has been reimagined specifically for a younger audience and includes exclusive photos and material, we hear firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who knew from a young age that she wanted to change the world—and did. Malala's powerful story will open your eyes to another world and will make you believe in hope, truth, miracles and the possibility that one person—one young person—can inspire change in her community and beyond.
	Who Wrote It?
	At a very young age, Malala developed a thirst for knowledge. For years her father, a passionate education advocate himself, ran a learning institution in the city, and school was a big part of Malala’s family. She later wrote that her father told her stories about how she would toddle into classes even before she could talk and acted as if she were the teacher. In 2007, when Malala was ten years old, the situation in the Swat Valley rapidly changed for her family and community. The Taliban began to control the Swat Valley and quickly became the dominant socio-political force throughout much of northwestern Pakistan. Girls were banned from attending school, and cultural activities like dancing and watching television were prohibited. By the
	the end of 2008, the Taliban had destroyed some 400 schools. Malala blogged and spoke up against the Taliban in speeches. These made her a target and this book, I am Malala is her story. You can learn more at:
	https://malala.org/
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	Jefferson’s Sons
	by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
	What does it mean when the man who wrote the Declaration of Independence is your father and also your slave master? Beverly, Harriet, Madison, and Eston are Thomas Jefferson’s children, but their mother is a slave, so they must keep their father’s identity secret. They get special treatment - better work, better shoes, even violin lessons - but they are still slaves. Their father has promised to set them all free when each turns 21. Some of them are light-skinned enough that they will be able to enter white society - and thereby turn their backs on home forever. Others won’t have that option. So just what did their father mean when he wrote all men are created equal?
	Told in three parts from the points of view of three of Jefferson’s slaves - Beverly, Madison, and a third boy close to the Hemings family - these engaging and poignant voices shed light on what life was like as one of Thomas Jefferson’s invisible offspring.
	In 1967, Kimberly was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana. She always loved to read, often skipping recess to go talk with her school librarian. Being a writer floated in her daydreams, but she didn’t know any writers, and it didn’t feel like a real job. In school she loved chemistry in addition to writing. When she went to college, she majored in chemistry. She was lucky, though,  a liberal arts school (Smith) where she was encouraged to study all sorts of different subjects, and she took lots of writing classes. She married my high-school sweetheart, and for awhile I worked as a research chemist and wrote stories late at night and on weekends. But eventually, she realized she really wanted
	to be a writer and began pursuing that path. Kimberly and her husband and live in Bristol, TN where we live on a 52-acre farm. We love to travel and learn about history from all over the world.
	AR Reading Level: 5.3                           Lexile Level: 770L
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